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WiC ie H.J., 9/24/40. 


Department of Justice, 


4 Atten. Mr. @ Edgar Hoover, 
ye Sateen. Dee: ALL EQRMATION CONTAINED . 
11S UNCLASSIFIED 
LE Dear Mr. Hoovers SSN A ae 
i The appended article was printed in tnelifen York Ties issue of er 


nw Septeader 22, 1940 and {f based on proven facts ,should be of vital importance to our 


now coutrollea oy insane dictators. 
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Wer Department as well as to that of other nations 


If ,as the author states,the teleforce has ocen perfected by Nikol 


“  goald be a measure of focesightedness to insure kis constant guerding against his 
molested ,possibly kidnapped and tertured,by alien enemies for the purpose of seizing 


- the secret of such an invelusble instrument of war and/or defense 
The foregoing is offered just in case the article asd its inferences have not 


been called to your attestion. 


Very truly yours 
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manifestations: pf er 
alr, elimineting the : _ isi,’ for @ 
high vacuum; a second is a method 
fland process for producing ‘‘very 
great electrical force’’; the third 
1s a method for amplifying this 
force, and the fourth is a new 
method for producing ‘‘a tremen- 
|dous electrical repelling force.’ 
This would be the projector, or 
gun, of the system. The voltage 
for propelling the beam to its objec- 
tive, according to tbe inventor, 


volts. 

With this enormous voltage, he 
said, microscopic electrical parti- 
cles of matter will be catapulted on 
their ntission of defensive destruc- 
tion. He has been working on this 
invention, he added, for many years 


improvements in It. > 


stipulation. Should the government 
decide to take up his offer he would 


have to trust him. He would suf- 
fer ‘‘no interference from experts.”’ 

In ordinary times such a condi- 
tion would very likely interpose an 
insuperable obstacle. But times be- 
ing what they are, and with the 
nation getting ready to spend bil- 
lions for national defense, at the 
same time taking in consideration 
the reputation of Mr. Tesla as an 
inventor who always was many 
years ahead of his time, the ques- 
tlon arises whether it may not be 
advisable to take Mr. Tesla at his 
word and commission him to go 
ahead with the construction of his 
teleforce plant. 


Such a Device ‘Invaluable’ 


After all, $2,000,000 would he rela- 
tively a very small sum compared 
with what is et stake. If Mr. Tesla 
really fulfills his promise the re- 
sult achieved would be truly steg- 
gering. Not only would it save bil- 
lions now planned for air defense, 
by making the country absolutely 
impregnable against any air attack, 
but it would also save many more 
billlons in property that would 
otherwise be surely destroyed no 
matter how strong the defenses are 
as witness current events in Eng- 
land. : 
- Take, for example, the Panama 
Canal. No matter how strong the 
defenses, a suicide squadron of dive 
bombers, according to some ex- 
perts, might succeed In getting 
through and cause such damage 
that would meke the Cana! un- 
usable, in which case our Navy 
might find itself bottled up. 

Considering the probabilities in 





: NY Gam: had yo 
“Death Ray” for Planes 


Nikola |Tesla, one of the truly 
great invijjotors who celebrated his 
-eighty-foyrth birthday on July 10, 
tells the!l writer that he stands 
ready to‘edivulge to the United 
States Government the secret of hia 
“teleforce,'’ with which, he said, 
sirplane motors would be melted at 
a distance of 250 miles, so that an 
invisible Chinese Wall of Defense 
would be built around the country 
j against any attempted attack by an 

penemy eir force, no matter how 
(large. 

s This ‘‘teleforce,’’ he said, Is based 
on an entirely new principle of 
‘physics that ‘‘no one has ever 
fi} dreamed about,’’ different from the 
| principle embodied in his inventions 
relating to the transmission of elec- 
trical power from a distance, for 
which he has received a number of 
This new type of 





basic patents. 
{ torce, Mr. Tesla said, would oper- 
ate through a beam one one-hun- 
f érea-mittiontn of a square cent!- 
meter in diameter, and could be 
generated from a special plant that 
would cost no more than $2,000,000 

“and would take only about three 
{months to construct. 

A dozen such plants, located et 
strategic points along the coast, ac- 
cording to Mr. Tesla, would be 
enough to defend the country 
against all possible aerlal attack. 
The beam woyld melt any engine, 
whether Diese] or gasoline-driven, 
and would aleo ignite the explosives 
aboard any bomber. No possible 
defense against it could be devised, 
he asserts, as the beam wofild be 
ell-penetrating. 7 


High Vacuum Eliminated 
The beam, he states, involves fou 
new inventions, two of which al-jat once look into the matter. The 


jready have been tested. One of| sum is insignificant compared with 
_ is a method and apperatiaithe magnitude of the stake. 


100,000 to 1 against Mr. Tesla the 
odds would still be largely in favor 
of taking a chance on spending 
$2,000.000. In the opinion of the 
writer, who has known Mr. Tesla 
for many years and can testify that 
Are still retains full intellectuai 
Jvigor, the authorities In charge of 
& the national defense should 
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will attain a potential of 50,000,000 . 
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and has recently made a number of. 


Mr. Tesla makes one important’ 


go to work at once, but they would .- 


the case even if the chances were. 





2pED EWT:ZM 2. tRos 
Jf, s008De> foorzzara _Onteber 2s 294 
INDEXED | | oe a 
” Y wish to acknowledge ee of your = 
letter dated renee 24, 1940, a bead with its A 
enclosure. si 


Your seicteeyena eeecart in bringing 
thie ‘information to my attention are indeed 
appreciated, and you may be assured your letter 
will receive appropriate consideratian. 


Sincerely yours, 


_» , «gn Biyar Hoover ao 
NG. Sp ot pieeetee . 
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UNSUBS -~- EQUIPMENT, EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OF N : 
CEASED, -BEGe9X ESPIO <M. RETEL UNDER ABOVE HEADING TO S¥E BUREAU 


FROM THIS OFFICE DATED JAN NINE LAST. INQUIRY DEVELOPS THAT TESLA DIED 
JAN EIGHT, RATHER THAN THURSDAY, JAN SEVEN, AS S@R@MUEHHX STATED IN 
REFERENCE TELETYPE. ON THE NIGHT OF JAN EIGHT, SAVAXKOSANOVICH, GEORGE 
MCLARK, AND KENNETH-SWEEZEY VISITED TESLA-S HOTEL WITH A REPRESENTATIVE 
OF SHAW WALKER.CO. IN ORDER TO OPEN THE SAFE IN THE ROOM OF TESLA. 
KOSANOVICH LATER REPORTED TO WALTER GORSUCH, OFFICE OF ALIEN PROPERTY 
CUSTODIAN, NYC, THAT HE WENT INTO THE ROOM IN ORDER TO SEARCH FOR A 
WILL OF TESLA. KOSANOVICH AND THE OTHERS MADE THE SEARCH OF THE SAFE 
IN THE PRESENCE OF THREE ASST MANAGERS OF HOTEL NEW YORKER AS WELL AS 
REPRESENTATIVES OF THE YUGOSLAVIAN CONSULATE, IDENTITIES OF LATTER NOT 
YET KNOWN. AFTER THE SAFE WAS OPENED, SWEEZEY, TOOK FROM THE SAFE A 
BOOK CONTAINING TESTIMONIALS SENT TO TESLA ON THE OCCASION OF HIS SEVEN- 
TY FIFTH BIRTHDAY. THIS BOOK WAS ARRANGED FOR TESLA BY SWEEZEY. 
KOSANOVICH TOOK FROM THE ROOM THREE PICTURES OF TESLA, TWO BEING EN~ 
LARGED NEWSPAPER PICTUREX. ACCORDING TO MANAGERS OF HOTEL AND KOSANO=- 
VICH HIMSELF, NOTHING ELSE WAS REMOVED FROM THE ROOM OR SAFE. THE 
SAFE WAS THEN CLOSED UNDER A NEW COMBINATION, WHICH COMBINATION IS 
NOW IN POSSESSION OP@EWMNBEGEX KOSANOVICH. ON SATURDAY AFTERNOON, JAN 
NINE;AGORSUCH AND ME@GBEX FTIZGERALD OF ALIEN PROPERTY CONTROL WENT TO 
HOTEL: AND SEIZED ALL THE PROPERTY OF TESLA, CONSISTING OF ABOUT TWO 
TRUCKLOANDS OF MATERIAL, SEALED ALL ARTICLES AND TRANSFERRED THEM TO 
THE MANHATTAN STORAGE AND WAREHOUSE CO. NY, WHERE THEY ARE NOW LOCATED. 
AT THAT ‘BMMNNK TIME THERE WERE ALSO IN THIS WAREHOUSE APPROXIMATELY 
THIRTY BARRELS AND BUNDLES BELONGING TO TESLA WHICH HAD BEEN THERE SINCE 
ABOUT NINETEEN THIRTY FOUR. THESE HAVE ALSO S@am@MFX BEEN SEALED AND 
ARE NOW UNDER ORDERS OF ALIEN PROPERTYCUSTODIAN. IN VIEW OF FACT TESLA 
IS A US NATURALIZED CITIZEN, ALIEN PRGPERTY CUSTODIAN FEELS THAT ITS 
JURISDICTION OVER PROPERTY IS DOUBTFUL BUT R@MWK FEELS THAT NO OTHER | 
(AGENCY WILL BE ABLE) TO GET easex TO THIS PROPERTY FOR AT LEAST TWO DAYS¢ 
ee pestroven 10. gp-uf pepe OTATIBNCODN TATED © 
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PAGE TWO 7 
AFTER THAT TIME IT IS POSSIBLE THAT A PUBLIC ADMINIS RATOR WILL BE 
APPOINTED FOR THE PROPERTY WHO MAY TAKE THE PROPERTYANTO HIS Cus- 

TODY. TESLA ALSO HAD SOME PROPERTY, A@@SQMMEEEX ALLEGED BY INFORMANT 
FITZGERALD IN THIS CASE, TO BE A WORKING MODEL OF AN INVENTION IN 

A SAFE DEPOSIT BOX IN GOVERNOR CLINTON HOTEL IN NY. INQUIRY SHOWS 

THAT THIS WAS PLACED HERE BY TESLA IN NINETEEN THIRTY TWO AS SECURITY . 
FOR FOUR HUNDRED DOLLARS OWED HOTEL. THIS BILL IS STILL OWED AND HOTEL 
APPEARS UNWILLING TO RELEASE THIS PROPERTY TO ANYONE AT LEAST UNTIL 
BemeKX DEBT IS PAID, BUT THIS OFFICE WILL BE ADVISED IF ANYONE ATTEMPTS 
TO PAY BILL AND OBTAIN RROPERTY. CONCERNING TESLA HOTEL MANAGERS RE- 
PORT HE WAS WRMNEX VERY ECCENTRIC IF NOT NemER MENTALLY DERANGED DURING 
PAST TEN YEARS AND IT IS DOUBTFUL IF HE HAS CREATED ANYTHING OF VALUE 
DURING THAT TIME, ALTHOPRIOR TO THAT HE PROBABLY WAS A VERY BRILLIANT 
INVENTOR... THEREFORE, ANY NOTES OF VALUE WERE PROBABLY THOSE MADE 

PRIOR TO THAT TIME. KOSANOVICH IS A NEPHEW OF TESLA WHO DESCRIBED 
HIMSELF AS FORMERLY QUOTE YUGOSLAV MINISTER OF STATE UNQUOTE AND NOW 
QUOTE PR@SOBeK PRESIDENT OF EASTERN AND CENTRAL PLANNING BOARD REP- 
RESENTING YUGOSLOVIA, CZECHOSLOVAKIA, POLAND AND GREECE, UNQUOTE. 
SWEEZEY IS A WRITER FOR POPULAR MECHANICS AND OTHER PUBLICATIONS WHO 

IS S@m@M@EX DESIROUS OF PUBLISHING A BIOGRAPHY OF TESLA AND THERFORE WOULD 
LIKE TO OBTAIN CONTRQL OF HIS NOTES FOR THIS WORK. CLARK IS EMPLOYED 
BY RCA AND WOULD ALSOPROVIDE STORAGE ROOM FOR TESLAS EFFECTS IN ORDER 
TO USE THEM IN WRITING A BIOGRAPHY. TESLA AT ONE TIME REPORTED TO BE 
WORKING ON EXPERIMENTS FOR YUGOSLAVIAN GOVERNMENT IN EXILE. IT IS 
DESIRED THAT BUREAU ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHETHER IT IS INTERESTED FURTHER 
IN THIS PROPERTY FOR PURPOSES OF TAKING CONTROL OF IT. SUGGEST THAT, 
IN VIEW OF FACT THAT THE NOTES AND OTHER MATERIAL WOULD BE HIGHLY TECH- 
NICAL IN CHARACTER AND FOR THAT REASON WK COULD NOT BE REVIEWED BY 
MK EXCEPT BY A TRAINED PERSON THE OFFICE OF SCIENTIFIC RESEARCH DEVEL- 





OPMENT MIGHT BE INTERESTED. 
FOXWORTH 

END NYC S2 WHS 

HOLD WA R 2 RSG 


 pame gePeeee a | 
inant inne®* ‘ y 





RESACTIONS on THIS PAGE 
ARE Not FOIA SELETIONS 


ard 










2 Sa. “Ss 
eeratere Nace Nae asc 
SSE 3: ee Aedes 
©EI NYC 1-39-45 11-30 PM 
DIRECTOR 












COAT ae 
JNKNOWs SUBJECTS, —AANMK EXPERIMENTS ANB 
TESLA, DECEASED. ESPIONAGE - Me NIKOLA TESLA, ON3QDRRIR 
STANDING SCIENTISTS IN THE ELECTRICAL FIELD, DIED Jat 
TEEN FORTY THREE AT THE HOTEL NE¥ YORKER, NEW YOR. SP 
LIFETINE, HE CONDUCTED MANY ENPIAINENTS ih CONNECTS \ oo ee 
TRANSHISSION OF ELECTRICAL POcER AND AMMO GAT [; CiMea 
TNE DEATH TAY, ACCORDING TO INFORMATION FUANISHED oe 
TYRTE SIX FIFTH AVENUE, NEW YORK CITY, THE NOTES A ike 
EXPERIMENTS AND FORMULAE TOGETHER WITH DESIGNS OF Lay os 
VITALI7E THEM ARE AMONG TESLAS PERSONAL EFFECTS, AND- Get — 
TAKEN TO PRESERVE THEN OR TO KEEP THEM FRCM FALLING INTBSHAN Des OF “PEC 
weiss UNFRIENDLY TO THE WAR EFFORT CF THE UN BRERORABIC: Spiga -cRD- 
ING TO SPANEL, A DISTANT RELATIVE OF TESLA, NAMED QRARRMRMBA SCVEU: 
“BS INTENSELY DISLIKED BY TESLA, IS TAKING STEPS TQigRSemmmSSESSION OF 
THESE IMPORTANT DOCUMNTS AND PLANS. SPANEL BELIEVS SHOE ERS IS A 
STRONG LIXZLIHGD THAT KOSANOVICH WILL MAKE THIS MATERIAL AVAILAELE TO 
_TO THE ZNENY. “SPANEL ALVISED & TiO HEADIUARTERS IN ASHINGTON, , AS | 
“SLL AS SR MORKIR OF THE DEPARTNENT OF JUSTICE IN WASHINGTON, CONCERING 
THE AECVE. SPAUEL WAS ALSC INTE EPHCHIC COMMUNICATICK WIT @@BMBK Dx 
LOZADO, ONE OF THE ADVISCRS TC VICE PRESIDENT WA! LACE CONCERNING THIS 


w 


ee ee 


MATTER, AND LOZADO TOLD SPAS ‘EL Weame. THAT THE GOVERNMENT WAS VITALLY 
INTERESTED IN THE EFFECTS OF TESLA AND REQUESTED SPANEL TG LOSE NO TI 


Aw” 


[i DOTS ALL HE COULD TO PRESERVE QQ THEM. ELOYC: FITZSERALD, AC. 

SLECTSICAL ONCINEER WHO KAD BEEN QUITE CLOSE TO TESLA DURING KIS mene eee 

ope ADVISED THE NEW YORK OFFICE THAT CN JANUARY SEVENTH, NINETEEN 
ORTY TEREE, SAVA KOSANOVICH, GEORGE CLARK, WHC IS IN CHARGE OF ars aA 


‘uC - 


os 


TUM AND LAECRATORY: FOR RCA, AND KENNETE SWEZEY OF ONE S1¥ THREE } IL TOU ! 





STREE » BROOLKYH, NY, WENT. TO TESLAS ROOMS IN THE NEW YORKER, AND WITH 

THE ASSISTANCE OF A ee TB LOCKSMITH BROKE INTC A SAFE VHICH TESLA 

HAD INHIS ROOMS IN WHICH HE KEPT SOME CF HIS eee PAPERS, INCLUSING Z 
D 


INPORTANT ‘Salman, ELE CTRICAL FORMULAE, DESIGKS ET CETERAs . WITHIN THe 
dD 


AST MOUTH, TESLA TOLD FITZGFRALS THAT HIS EXPERIMENTS IN CONHECTION WIin 
THE YIZELESS TRANSMISSION OF..ELECTRICAL POVER HAD BEEN COMPLETED Al Ogeqnosmnr 
PEh 
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FITZGERALD ALSO KNOWS THATTESLA HAS CONCEIVED AND 
THE NATICNS. 


ARY TYPE OF TORPEDO WHICH IS NOT PRESENTLY IN USE 


IT 1S FITZGERALDS BELIEF THAT THIS DESIGN HAS NOT & AVAILAELE 
TO ANY NATION UP TO THE PRESENT TIME. FROM STATEMES§ B TO FITZ- 
we, CATIONS 


CFARLD EY TESLA , HE KNOWS THAT THE COMPLETE PLANS;: 
END EXPLANATION OF THE BASIC THEORIES OF THESE THINGS 
THE PERSONAL EFFECTS OF TESLA. He ALSO KNOWS THAT la 
MODEL OF TESLAS WHICH CCST MORE THAN TEN THCUSAND DQ 
AOSAFETY DEPOSIT BOX EELONGING TO TESLA@I 
CLINTON Y HOTEL, AND Regex FITZGEARLD Bees 
“AS TO DO WITH THE SO CALLEDE DEATH RAY OR THE WIRE 
TLECTRICAL CURRENT. TESLA HAS ALSO TOLD FITZGEARL Qe, CONVERSATIONS 
THAT HE HAS SOME S@gBX EIGHTY SMB TRUNKS INDIFFERERSERCES CONTAINING 
TRANSCRIPTS AND PLANS HAVING TO DO WITH EXPERIMENTS $ONDBGTED EY HI". 
BUREAU 1S REQUESTED TO ADVISE IMMEDIATELY WHAT, IF ae ON SHOULD 
Ee TAKEN CONCERNING THIS MATTER BY THE NEW YORK FIELBSDTW8sl OW. 
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CORRECTION- THROUGHOUT THE ENTIRE TELETYPE THE NAME THAT SHOULD APPEAR 
IS NOT FITZGERALD saggpee AS IT SOMETIMES IS 
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. va Mr. Rosen. 
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January 1], 1945 Mr. Coffey 
Mr. Hendoa_— 
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"MEMORANDUM FOR 


Mr. Kramer 

Vy Mr. McGuire 

- ‘Mr. Harbo 

DE: TNKMOEN STE TEC Mr. Quinn Tamm__ 
EXP US TESTS & Oe a Tele. Room 

OF NIXOLA TESLA .. Mr. Nease 
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USPIOMAGE = on Miss Beahm 
Miss Gandy 
Wikola Tesla, one of tne world's outsta n 
the electrical field, died ot his residence in the w, New 
York City, on Jenuary 7, 1943. In the coursg of i" aicted 
men experiments with resvect to the trans {ssion if oy meens 


Feith 


of radio and what is commonly celled the ee 
m tc have 


, i 
Death Revise Fie eta 
respect to the wireless trersmission of electricel 6 ¥ 


we 


wer. were 









beer. corvleted and verfected, and Tesla had also cog peived and Sed 
revolutionary tvpe of ternedo whica is not in use ># ay netick ae MME oresent 
time. The specifications, exnlans*ions of the basi@stheories, fe Myine models 
of Teslats scientific endeavors ave reported to be & - his. effects. bea is 





revorted to hevye some 80 trunks in different places “oontainin= transcrints end 
slens hevine te do with ris experiierts es well as a workin; model of one “of 


nas develonuents in tre sefet: derosit box at the Governor Clinvon Botel. 
Brier 
Information cencerning/Teslats expe rimentg: jae r. pen reported to the 
edie York Office bE:v 4. a: Svenel/and Bloye Fi itzgerol@, the latier an electrical 
© engineer wro had heen atite slese to Tesla. Pot i of these individuels reve 
indicated thet ro stecs neve been taxen to preserve Tesla's records and models 
or to keep tuem from felling irto the hands of individuals sympatnstic to the 


Axis DOWOSrS. 


Tesla hes a cis ase relative by the name of Seva}Kosenovich, wom he 
irtersely disliked. Yosunovich is reported to be taking steps to get nossession 
or tnese Saoeptane. oe end nlans, and Spanel believes there is a strong 
litelihooe that Kosanovicn will make such information available to tre enenyv. a 
On January 7, 1945, Vosanovicr, accompeniec py Teorce Clark, in cherge of tre * : 
wuseum and Laboratory for RCA, an? Kenneth Bwezey of erooklyn, New Yori, entered 
Tesla's rooms at **:e “towel New Yorker where, with the eid of a locksmith, ‘ees! 
broke irtc a safe in whicn Tesla kept some of ROOM le papers, ing ecia aca 
important electrics] formulae, designs, et cetere.d& Db -~ => 
3 INDEXED lytic AAS iin 
. vr, Spanel, in aidition to renortin; these develo ments =") the Eyreau, 
hes also edvised the heacauerters of the Bi litary Intelliszehce Division, ® ir 
horkin of tre Departuent of Justice in Nashington, e dor. JAN! 14101943e | 
of the advisors to Vice Fresident “elleace Lezado afvised Spanel thatyine 
Sovermient was vitelly interssted in the effects of | 
Spunel loose no time in oh all he could te prgser 
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The Few York Office was instructed to dis cry 
with the State's Attorney in lew Verk Gity with the 
Yosanovich into custody or a burclary charge and ob tek 
which Kosanovich is reported %o have taxen fron Tes 1a: 
out that any activities pursued by the State's Attor 
e most secret fashion in order to avoid any publiciYy 
invrentionse The New York Office was also instructs 
Court in order that stops could be nlacei egainst the ek 
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aR. the Various peners 
“eae e It was po sinted 
QGH d be hardled in 
Mes:ect to Tesla's 
y the Surrogate 


be of. Tesla both in 






his hotel and any other poirts, in particulr, the gn foty iar 
nave in order that no one mey enter ten witout a Sure te 
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yak boxes that he may 


present and every precaation taken to preserve the secrecy wat: ezle's inventions. 





The Mew York Cffice is to keen tues Bureau advised of all deWeldgments « 
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wpe ily Mr. Hendon 
/ 7 Mr. Kramer 
MEMORANDUM FOR WR. LADD Mr. MeGuire 
Mr. Harbo 
Mr. Quinn Tamm__ 
Tele. Room 
Mr. Nease 








On Friday, January 8th, Mr. L. Mm. C. th called me 
in connection with the death of Nikola-Tesla. He ad 
vised me that he was concerned about the possibili 
of enemy agents confiscating some of the trunks o 
Tesla, who had died on January 7th. He understood 
the War Department was interested in this matter and 

that apparently tke Alien Property Custodian's office 

was taking some action. He desired to know whether the 


from taking the contents of his trunks and whether the 
Bureau would seize possession of the trunks. Mr. Smith 


which the Bureau could or shou take. 
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Miss Beahm 


Bureau would take some steps to refrain relatives of Tesla 


indicated that he was talking to the Alten Property Custodian 
along the same lines. I told him that in vutew of the fact 

he was going to handle the matter with the Alien Property 
Custodian's. office, there did not appear to be any action 
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= is made to your inquiry by telephone = 
certain 


March 29, 1950, cone technical papars whieh" 
belonged to the late Nikola Tesla. Sa. By 
From an examination of our files, we have een 
able to determine that this Bureau has never been in poseéssion, 
as had been indicated to you, of a copy of Dr. Tesla's paper. 


‘Very sincerely YOUrS, _ 5 
| 160+ QBAFIA2KX! 
de Xdgar Hoove> 








Dixector, FBI April 17, 1950 


SAC, New York 


SAVA He KOSANOVIC 
INTEINAL SECUKITY“YU 
(Buf le 65-%47953) 


Rebulet dated april 3 last. 7 

On April 7, 1950 agents of this office interviewed itr. J.Ve POTTS, 
Vioe President of the Manhattan Warehouse and Storage Company, $2nd Street 
& 7th Avenue, New York City, and at that tines M@&. POTTS advised that the . 
rules of his firm required that all persons gaining access to goods stored 
by Kanhattan first had te fill out an appropriate form setting forth their 
names, date of visit, and reason for requesting access to the goodse 


In a review ai the file pertsining to the storage of the effects of 
NEIOLA TESLA, Mie POTIS revealed that only one such visit had been made by 
persons outside of the management of Manhattan Storage iteelf. This one 
occassion took place on Jamuary 26 and 27, 1943, st which time representetives 
of the Alien Propert, Custodian made & thpyough: review of the entire effects 


of the TESLA estate. WikéelL A 1 €S L fr 


The TESla effects are stored in rooms 5J and 5L of Wanhattan Storage's 

warehouse at 52nd Street & 7th Aveme, New York City. MR. MICHAEL KING, who 
gtated he had been Floor Supervisor for approximately 10 years on the xr 
in question, stated that he could recall only the one occassion in early 1943 
wher. an examination was made of the TESIA effects. He stated that at that 
time mumerous photographs were taken by the examiners. Ris description of 
the eqiipment used would tend to show that a microfilm reprod.ction was made 
of scme of the papers of ths deceased scientist. Mi. KINO added that several 
of the group making the exanination wore UeSe Navy anifomse, and during the 
two days required to complete the examination the civilian assistants in the 
group were ide: tified to him only as SFEDEEAL AUTHORITIES". according to ih. 
KIKG, no other instance of microfilming of the records of the TESLA estate has 
taken place since that tine. - 


oo! 


“4 
It should be noted that the Bureau was dnformed of the examination men- 
tioned above by Hew York letter (with attachnents) dated October 17, 1945» 
entitled UXKNOsN SUBJECT; SAVA MOSANOVICH3 Experiments & Research of BIKOLA 
TESLA (Deceased), Esplonage—Me 





S MATIO 4) “34 fo 
eam UTC plik \ 1 9o-P2 FL 
t - ; e \s cae : GS fa Fie ROT RECORDED 
sce fe 3. 60 148 0" 2g ie 
bh Ys JIC ae | 


105-13 71 —_—— or 


, 


ae Bak ber ee, 


ORIGINAL FILED In 





letter to Direoor, FRI 
KY 105-1391 


iR. POTTS stated that no inquiry had been received by Manhattan from 
SAVA Ne EDSANOVICH, mor had Manhattan 4nformed him, in any way, that an ex- 
amination of the TESLA effects had been made by anyone. In fact, added Mh. 
POTTS, the only correspondence relating to the TESLA estate has >een in the 
form of bills for storage. 


Mi. POTTS stated that any personal inquires regarding the estate would 
of necessity be directed to him, and to date no such inquiries have been made. 


Interviewing agents explained to MR. POTTS that the ‘examination made, 
as mentioned above, was mot instigated by the Bureau, nor had the Bureau taken 
part in that examination. 


Unless advised to the contrary, this investigation is being placed in 
a closed status, and no further investigative action is contemplated by this 


officee CLOSED. 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation mn (FORMAT \ 4AIKD | 
Department of Records eR IS UROLAS 7 ale 
Washington, D. C. Vel pe weak A] hi 
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In a manner of introduction, I wish to state that I am work ing 
toward a degree in Electrical Engineering at the Institute of 
Technology of the University of Minnesota. 


Gentlemen: 


For several years, I have been engaged in a study of extensive 
compass and detail concerning the researches and writings of 
tne late, world renowned scientiet, Dr. Nikola Tesla. At con- 


siderable expense, I have acquired an extensive collection of 
materials relating to Dr. Tesla and his works which include: 


1) Personal letters written by Tesla to his close friend. 


2) Numerous pericdicals, some of which are to be found in 
only a few libraries throughout the United States. 


3) A few rare books which have now become "collector's 
items", 


4) A collection of issued patents. 


Although the items listed are considerable in number, the spe- 
cific information desired is lacking. ; 


As I understand it, because of the nature of Dr. Tesla's role 
in scientific developments, all research papers, patent 
avplications, etc., were secured by the Federal Bureau of 
ee at the time of Dr. Tesla's death in January of 
1983. 


The puroose of this seizure, as described in numerous articles, 
wes to determine whether these vavers contained suggestions 
leading toward advancements in the field of science. of 
yeah ¢ AS a " : 
RECORDED - 68 Ni 
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Now it seems that sufficient time has elapsed for an inves- 
tigation of this kind. If Dr. Tesla's Estate has been released 
by the department in charge, any records that can be made 
available for examination will be welcomed. 


A letter from Harold I. Baynton, Assistant Attorney General, 
Director, O:.fice of Alién Property, informed me that the Library 
of Congress listed @ertain worxs, writings and research studies 
prepared py the late Dr. Tesla. However, a letter addressed 

to tne Library failed to bring results as the Library "has no 
files on the researches of Tesla". 


A similar result was obtained from tne Bureau of Naval Research 
and the Department of Commerce. 


I am egoecially interested in the research work in which Tesla 
wag engaged in his leter years. There are vertous unnublished 
works, such as a 10-page tyvewritten statement presented in 
1937 at a meeting of several well-known editors outlining his 
discoveries and giving a resume! of his work in the fields of 
gravity anc cosmic ray research, etc. Also, Tesla prepared 
varicus papers, one of which was in effort to secure the Pierre 
Gutzman Prize from the Institute of France. My inquiry is in 
effort to determine whether any of these documents, as well as 
others, are at this time available. 


I will greatly apvoreciate any information in regard to any 
records which you may have. 


Very uly yours, 
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| With réference to your letter of a 
August 18, 1952, our Stiles dtaclose that od 
the effects of Vikola Tesla were taken into 
Custody at the tine of his death by the 
Office of Alten Property, and not by this 
Bureau. Consequently, you may wish to 
communtcate further with that agency, which 
may be addressed as followa: (65-47953) 
Asstatant Attorney General 
Rowland *. Kirke 
Director, Offtce or Alten Property 
Unt ted States Department of Justice . m= 
‘ Ol Indtana Avenue, ¥. F, ae be ee 
Washington 25, 2D. Ce x oo 
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Granance Sects 


Standards (En Z ertension 622) called on the afternoon 
-f Ge 







tated that he had been reading a book entitled, | 
enius - The Life of Nikola Tesla‘ by John J. 
described as a science wri for a New 

rk newsparer (pevrisher ~ Ives tashburn). oted in this 
book that Bureau scents went to Tesla's room following his death 
on Januzry 7, 1942, opened "15 sane eramined his maners, anc 


took oveTebphsegersencl files. scid this apoeared on rage 
277. KT stated that Tesla vs tise fatrer of modern 
oOo 


power engines G, deine responsible for tie invention of the 
A. C. generator, mozvor transmission, and otaer electrical engineering 
feats. He inquired (1) if the pavers enc works of Teslce were in 

qnd (2) if so, were trey aveilanrie 
ientific tmportcnce. 
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3 
ow in view of txewr se 
b1G I told EB ec: the statement concerning the Bureau's ,° 
taking Tesla's files did not seen very logical but that I would a 
check on tiie matter. aa at 2. whi Ze i 
The Burea:.'s files reflect that shortly after the death 
Sava Kosanovich; a cistant relative, and other individucls 
entered iis room and opered the safe, ezomining certain materials 
the Department advised fr. Tanm that he was concerned cbout the 
possibility of enery agents confiscating song of the trunks of y 


of Tesla in his hotel room in New York City on January 7, 1943, oe 
which he possessed. On Janucry 8, 1948, Mr. L. Ue Ce. Smith of 

Tesla and apparently the Office of Alien Property Custodian was © ) Je 
taking some action regarding these effects. since the matter was ”’ - 
being handled b: the Office of Alien rroperty Custodian, tie Bureau 


cid not mane any inouiries into tats Situation. 65-479 E-6 
rw 2 ¢ 


: It is noted also taat 
ril 16, 1948, from Ae a 
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mas interested in the life cnd works of Tesla. , ane 

thak he uncerstood at the time Of Tesla'g death vie surcecu 

took his manuscripdes and exverirent dqga Por national security. 
the Bureau on .inril 22, 1648, advisec -nat tre effects of 
Tesla were handled 5) tne Office of Alt MFoverty cnc 0b by the 


F3I.(65-47958-18) 


T calle 7 morning and sold hin trat tt was 
the of fice of Alien £rop y and not wire FP3I unich took over the 


effects oF Tesla followine his aeathe Accordingly, I suggestec 
that lir night wish to conmunicete with tne office of 
Alien Fre! e for further infor mat.on concerning this mattcre 
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The book “Prodicel Genius - The Life of Vikole Tesla" 


is not in tre Burecer Litrery. A copy 1s heinz o3tained from _ 
the Libraru of Con;ress. TS will be exranined ve determine 5 
specificall} the reference mace to tne pureau's taking tnese 7 
pazers. Av that tine c determinction ccn de race as to what ‘ 
furt.er cction should He TALENe an 

ad 
ADDENDiV: LLEsmer 5-12-53 


Page 277 of tne "Prodigal Genius - The Life of Nikola Tesla,” 
describing Tesla's death, contains the following statement: 
"Operatives from tne Federal Bureau of Investigation cane and opened 
the safe in hts room and took the papers tt contained, to examine 
them for a reported important secret invention of possible use 
in the war.” 


Since this work was published in 1944, it ts not felt 


that any particular purposé would d by raising an objection 
with the publishers at this time. the individual who raised 
the question, has been set straigh » vherefore, no further 


action is being tak@e | 
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vr, GEORDIE HE, SCHUERF, JP., nee fag, New . Eochelle, Ner Yor, 
i reczivec tvo letters froa LELAND=9% ANDERSON, 127 Seymour 
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est, luinneagolie, Minnesota, photostatée bbpges of sbich are 
being furnished the Eurezu end Minn cnespolis. sett. eit : 
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M'S writings 








‘y, SOHUPYF steted thet he bas quite a dit of. 
in his possession end he cdian't :mov whether cr not they’ wot & be of value 
to a foreigxr. Government, a ae 
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To ter Se he . ke wilbng & cooperate with the FBI. a ne 

Nos Rurther action iS being Taken by the VN. %.. PEAS wAcs. 
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Leland I. Andcrson 


127 Scymour Avcruc Southeast 
Minncapolis 14, Minncsota 
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February 3, 1954 


ur. George H. Senerfr, Jr. 
149 Seacord Road 
westenester, Nw YORK 


Dear Mr. Scner!ffs: 
re.: Tne Lire and work of Dr. Nixola Tesla. 


Reeentiy, I have founded an organization in nane and honor of 

Dr. Tesla in cooperation with several people who were intimately 
associated with Tesia during nis lifetime, and witn otners Bete) 
are interested in Dr. Tesla and nis achievenents from a sclien- 
tific and nistorical standpoint. (See enciosed brochure.) I 
nave had gone difficulty locating a few of Tesla's associates, 
and, the name or George Scherfr 18 anonz trem, Thererore, it 

is ny sincere hope tnat you, Mr. Senerfr, are the person I seek 
ag having been associated witn Tesla. 


I have versonally studied tne works of Tesla for a number of 


years, de€ing varticuliarly interested in elaporating upon his 
researcnes regarding nign-tension radiant beuns. Tnrougn some 
travel ana otner errorts, I nave been Fortunate to iocate many 
original collections or Tesia's corres ondence and manuscripts, 
and itn a few cases octained a numver of interesting items. 


I was in New York a snort time ago on vusiness, and wnile there 
I visited Mr. Kennetn M. Swezey. He intends to undertake some 
Significant work on oenair of Tesia in tne near future, and 
since ne knew Tesla for go0.many years curing nis iuter Late 


“4¢ will be nandled with great understanding. 

I hove tnat you may have some interest in the work wnicn I 
nave initiated on benair or Dr. Tesla. There are many matters 
tnat I wisn to discuss with you, provided of course, tnat you 
are tne Mr. Scenerfr reiated to the Tesla story. I would.-pe ~— 
most napoy to near from you at your eariiest convenience, and 
will send you all publications of the organization if you wish 
to receive trea. 


“Very truly yours, 


Caoas 





Wan OLNRs ony: 


Univers:ty Station, Box 135 | 
Qo minnearous 14 + MINNE -sorilD 


So Those Who Are Interested in the Life and Work of By 
Dk. NIKOLA TESLA 


Following the Geath of la Tesla on the 7th of Jenmuwcr, ly, 
Mr. John J. O'Ne1li, former .e Editor of the New York Herac. trivune, 
presented the biogr é ony 


The 


~ a memorable tribute to one of ths most outstanding Sigur in tne en- 
tire fieid of Execirical ccliences. Many reading this eloreusrs Leernea 

of Nikola Tesla for the fipst tine, ceanite his BOR ntcusg ac.iievements 
with which he hea won Pye) “¢ ecclaim in scientific circles. Even 
those clocely agsocieted G eclence und engvineeriag dia- 
covered & remerkavie etory Se : PNnoe £oche brilliant ventus 
Tegla whose sensitive perrouel- And Kept hie fame in a shecow 


The THSLA-INTLHNATI AL orgentzetion Ss being ¢stablished in the 
United States in name anc henor of” D2. nikole Tesla by those e€wring 4 
cutual interest in his iis ETC actaas the Greene cet eon he.8 e¢ its 
ebjeotive the promuige anaes oz Pade Hinola Tesla; thet a Puli 
recognition be made for hi ; ~eopeerch work on the «ffects 
of currents of hign frequs: i Le encia!l, and Tor Nie ¢.cnie ve - 
mentg in the realms of posy fet Lore ~pnenmtesion ang telecommunicati sn. 
It would be the duty of The pent cution to Go all in ite power Shat tet 
name of Tesla win in tr. fe tee natton the feme aeeerving of a tracy 
great American for his contr butions to scicnes, industry, and to this 


country. 
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An éorertunity of 
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concerning Tesle, wht ) WOUVAG include & élocing cf the various 
collections of Ae te eres biG a Such & Liston: will 


be of particular Sf sar tance cerolers the résvarcn fie ic. 


A presentation of hitnr 
Tesla gs technical rese 

The Journal of the Tas. ANATIONAL organizetion will ve forth- 
coming at intervals of ls - . Subeertoticn rate te $1.00 for 
10 issues. Membership in t- roe SHUAT ONAL organization 3.3 con- 
current oth subseri stion oe an . 
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REgIST svete White me. _ 


Mr. George H. Scher?ff, Jr. 
l4y Seacord huad 
westehester, NkW YORK 
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Leland I. Anderson »® 
127 Seymour Avcnuc Southcast 
Minncapolis 14, Minnesota 


Feoruary 12, 1953 


Dear Mr. Scnerff, 


It was so very rewarding to receive your reply con cerning Dr. Nikola 
Tesla... I have initiated an undertaking on denaif of Tesia becuuse 
I feel tnat in all rignt and justice something s:ouid be done to 
perpetuate tne name of Tesla and see to it that nis name Lrcones a 
part of the heritage of this nation. A great tusk piriaos, but as 
time goes on I believe the name of Tesia wi.i become more significant 
in scientific deveiovments. I nope that you may have an interest in 
the organization whicr. I save oroposed an@ estadiisned, and I will 

pe honored to nave you as a memoder. The organization is oresently 
set uo on the basis of tnose naving 4 autuus interest in 7Tes.a, witn 
a free exchange of information between members. Tne first two issues 
of the journal of =ne o:ganization ure vbein,, grit to you unary sevarate 
ooh! ico Gunn 0 OtaUEE3 (0h BROUED OL<T- 00s CORR EO}Y UD Oo ME UNNOC: WO? GER. LOD 


Some other members wnich may ve of interest to you ure; Muriei arbus, 
Dorotny Sxerritt, Kenneth Swezey and w. Ww. wiineim. Tne recent ceaths 
of Jonn O'Neill and Edwin Arastrong were very unexpec ted, and it is 

“ith a great sadness tnat I received the news ana 1088 of *ie0se2 two 
members. 


Do you know if Mr. Lowenstien nad a Gaughter? he reason I ask 1s 
that a woman visited Mr. O'Neili voercre nis aeath and tyoid mim tnat 
sne innerited a grcat amount or Tesiiana fro: ner fatner - wnom I pre= 
sume to oe Mr. Lowenstien. TniS woman was airaid or aisc.csines tne 
information py reason of her mistaken notion ana fear that she wou-d 
rudely pe raided by the army. You see Mr. O'Ne Lil reiated te ner 
tnat a few army orriciais visited nis nome wits insistent peaquests 
for information. Of cours?’ aii tnis Sort of xovernment Interest was 
aroused by tesla's "DeatneHay" rumors, piayrc up oy enterprising 
Sournalists. Well, tne resuit of al: nis is tnat sne refusea to 
give Mr. O'Nelil ner married name — only that sie carted a Siamese 
orince no less, and :oved to sone mid-western city. Ilr t:.is womar 
mags tne amount of material tnat Mr. O'neill intimated, 10 wou.d cer- 
tainly ove inportant to locate ner. 


I believe tnat one of tue valuaoie efforts of tas Tes.a orvnnization 
would be to catalog every piece of inrormaticn concerning Tes.a. I 
have mace a veginning effort aionsg tris line, ana I nove tint oerore 
too lon all collections or Tesiilana may be .ocated, cataloved, and. 
reoroduced for fear of eventual loss. Through Mary A. benjamin (of 
walter R. EenjJamin Autograohs in New York) I nave ovtained a numoer 
of significant items of correspondence cetw::n Tesia and nocert U. 
Johnson. Tne entire collection or corresps ndence w:th Mr. Jonmnson 


numbers in excess of 70 picces. I snare tnis collection with Mra. 
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Leland 1. Anderson 
127 Scymour Avcnuc Southeast 
Minncapolis 14, Minnesota 
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Leland I. Anderson 
127 Seymour Avenue S. E. 


Minneapolis 14, Minnesota 
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Mr. George Scherff 
149 Seacord Roud 
New Rochelle, New York 
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SAC, Kew York March 10, } 
—_ é * ¥ ~ 195% 
Director, FBI | 
MF joo - AAS? 4X/ 
MISCELLANEOUS; DNTERNAL SECURITY - YU ~ ‘ ; 


Reurlet 2-19-5% poncerning the shove-captioned iniividual, 
Relet forvarded to the Bureau two Phetostate of tvo letters from Anderson. - 
which were received and made available te your effice ty George E. os 
There 1s returned herewith ene set of the Photostats received 


by the Bureau as enclosures with your lett inasmuch as it appears 
this oy was intended for retention in your office file. 
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Mr. J. Edgar Hoover 
La Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 








Back in 1943, the local Alien Property 
: Custodian searched through e belongings of the late 
electrical inventor, Nikola-lesia, stored in the Manhattan 
Storage Warehouse in Wew York City. Tesla had been a 
naturalized American for more than fifty years, soil 
believe that the search was made on the grounds that the 
property was to be sent to Yugoslavia, through Tesla's 
nephew and heir, lir. Sava Kosanovic (Mr. Kosanovié had 
z been Minister of State under the King's government, later 
2 > became Ambassador to the United States from the present 
i sovernment, and is now a Minister serving in Belgrade). 


: According to the attorney who handled the 
x Tesla estate, lr. Phi Li phe: ttenberg, the Alien Property 
; Custodian assured him that nothing had been held. I have 
2 letter from the Office of Alien Property, dated March 


15, 1955, which confirms this statement. N. 


Ss : Dear ir. Hoover: 7° oe ? 
; 
f 


ee In gathering material to help in a 
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birthday 
next year---which will be participated in by leading 
( + scientific and engineering societies, museums, and 


x 


universities---1 have just a@iscovered, however, that 
Tesla'ts solid gold Edison Medal somehow vanished during 
that search. 


—_——_— 


As a friend who had known Tesla well _ 
during his last twenty years, I was with Mr. Kosanovic i 
Tesla's room in the Hotel New Yorker on the day he die ae. 
A safe expert was called in to unlock Tesla's safe. ong 
its contents were several honorary degrees, a volume of 
greetings which I had gathered for him on his seventy-fifth 
) ( birthday, a bunch of keys, and the Edison Medal. We kept 

out the book of greetings (I mentioned this at the time 
to the assistant manager of the hotel and later to a Mr. 

wa dee . Gorsuch of the Alien Property Custodian's office), but 

anv genera Mere / everything else, including t medal and the keys, was 


a replaced and the safe was lo ef. RECORDED - 82 /£0 BGS 
"She ‘..%. Except when it &. inl NDEKERa By phe KI tem 


{ A 
Property Custodian, the safe was never reopened ent} rape 
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ari. sed in Belgrade (where Tes. .'s property was to be 
installed in a special Tesla Museum and was there opened 
by itr. Kosanovic. According to his former secretary, both 
the bunch of keys and the medal were missing. The keys 
were leter found in a tin box outside the safe; the medal 
was never found. 


-T learned of the disappearance of the medal only by 
accident. Mr. Kosanovieé had asked his former secretary 
to get permission from the American institute of Electrical 
Engineers (who gave Tesla the tiedal) to have it duplicated. 
This was given, but the cost, it turned out, would be about 
four hundred dollars. in the meantime, the Tesla Kuseum, 
ne Yugoslavia, is quietly trying to raise the money to pay 
or it. 


The irony of this situation is more disturbing than 
the money involved. By giving us a system which made 
electric power universally available, Tesla---probably 
more than any other one man-—-helped put America on top of 
the world. At the time he died, his gold Edison tiedal 
was the only material evidence left of this country's 
appreciation. That this last token should have disappeared 
---to have to be replaced by his materially poor countrymen 
overseas for whom he had done nothing---seems a tragic | 
John¥e'NeilY, in’ his biography. of Tesla, states that 
the FBI brake into Tesla's safe on the day he died, and 
-. fon article in the current (June) Coronet repeats this. i 
v know this isn't true. i did hear, however, that the FBI 
somehow lent a hand to the Alien Property Custodian during 
the latter's search in the warehouse. 





If that is so, 1 thought tnat perhaps some of your men 
might remember the conditions under which the search was 
made and therefore might have a suggestion as to what could 
have happened to the medal. After this long time, i have 
no hope that the medal can actually be restored, and I am 
already trying to interest Americans in making a replacement 
But future biographers might be spared a lot of wild guessin., 

\ and wrong blaming if some hint could be obtained as to 
' \\whether the original got lost, strayed, or stolen---and who 
might have been responsible. . 


With best regards and sincere appreciation for any help 
you can give, 





Sincerely, 
LA 22 BA MN -~ Spa 
Kenneth MXSwezey rd 


P.S.: I am enclosing an editorial from Yast month's POWLR 
magazine which outlines Tesla's contribution to the electric 
power industry. 
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LOUIS N ROWLEY, EDITOR + MAY 1955 + ESTABLISHED 1882 Bower 


Strange Genius 


A SK ANY GROUP of power men to name those who laid 
the foundation for today’s electrical generation and 
distribution. You'll wind up with an impressive list— 


Edison, Brush, Thomson, Westinghouse, many others. ° 


But there is almost sure to be a significant omission. 


Yet this forgotten man conceived the polyphase ac mo- 
tor—still basic—and devised a suitable system of gen- 
eration and distribution for applying it. To grasp the 
magnitude of this contribution, we must turn back to the 
1880’s when the electrical era was being born, and the 
“battle of the systems” held sway. 


Arc lights and motors were being operated on constant- 
current series systems. Edison’s Pear] Street generating 
station had opened in 1882, supplying incandescent lamps 
and, later, dc motors on a constant-potential system. Un- 
der the leadership of Westinghouse and Stanley, the 
advantages of ac distribution were demonstrated. But 
there was no successful ac motor. 


In May, 1888, a young Yugo-Slav engineer, but four 
years in the United States, read a paper before the Amer- 
ican Institute of Electrical Engineers. In it he described 
a new ac system. Its heart was the induction motor with 
its basic and beautiful concept of the rotating magnetic 
field. The man was Nikola Tesla, the system he described 
was destined to sweep the field. 


With characteristic vision, George Westinghouse real- 
ized the fundamental importance of the polyphase ac 
system and acquired the basic patents. Its first impact on 
the general public was at the Chicago World’s Fair of 
1893. There a 2-phase generator supplied motors and 
lamps, and, through rotary converters and motor-gen- 
erators, a variety of dc equipment. 
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But it remained for the Niagara Falls power project to 
demonstrate in the most dramatic way possible that poly- 
phase ac was the system of the future. Since 1886 when 
a charter to develop its power had been granted, the eyes 
of the world had been on Niagara. An international com- 
mission, headed by Lord Kelvin, had reviewed 17 pro- 
posals, found none acceptable. Later, just five years after 
Tesla’s AIEE paper, it was officially decided to use the 
polyphase system. 


In August, 1895, Niagara power was delivered to the 
first industrial customer and in 1896 ac transmission to 
Buffalo, 22 miles away, was begun. By that time, the 
steam turbine had been introduced in America and the 
modern age of electric power had truly opened. 


For Nikola Tesla, these far-reaching inventions were 
but a beginning. Still to come was, brilliant work in high 
frequencies, thinking basic to much of today’s radio art. 
Yet by the time of his death in 1943, both he and his 
work had begun to slip into obscurity. Why? 


A man of flashing insights and enormous brilliance, 
Tesla was largely indifferent to the development of his 
ideas. This he left to others while he followed the lure 
of new challenges. In later years, his projects became 
more grandiose, his ways more mysterious, his pronounce- 
ments more Olympian. And working alone, as he did, 
he formed none of the institutional ties that help to per- 
petuate a record of accomplishment. 


Next year—July 10, 1956—will be the 100th anniver- 
sary of Nikola Tesla’s birth. It would be fitting for our 
engineering societies to commemorate this occasion, to 
acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely genius 
who changed our world for the better. 
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RECOGNITION FOR TESLA ~ 


Largely thru a young American, engineer's efforts, the 
world today is re-scanning the record and achievements of our 
inventive genius, Nikola’ Tesla. Of late, even the big-titne 
magazines have devoted space to the amazing career and fas- 
cinating character of the pioneering electrical wizard. cf 
The man behind this belated recognition for the one-time ON CONT AINT 





~ 


\ 
Serbian immigrant boy_who made millions but died almost ah, Fi) 
pauper is Leland PZAnderson, head of the Tesla Society, LASSIE Y, 
which has headquarters at the University of Minnesota. » B - sa 


Thru travels, correspondence and detailed research, Mr. 
Anderson has dug up many friends of the late genius and in- 
duced them to join in his noble work. A good many of these 
are American-Serbians. They serve Mr. Anderson and he 
serves them, with information issued thru his TESLIAN pub- 
lication. This is, at present, a mimeographed publication issued 


of the late Dr. Tesla. 
The latest issue (March-June) informs of progress plans 

to honor Dr. Tesla even more. It also presents an account of a! 

fascinating editorial, “Strange Genius’, by the POWER mag- | 

azine of the powerful McGraw-Hill publishing line. This edi- {NDEXED-59 

torial traces the introduction of Dr. Tesla’s polyphase system, ;, | 

described by Mr. Anderson, as the “most tremendous event inl 


a) 


s 


| DAG 3! 
NOT RECORDED 


all engineering history..’ ae 
Editorialist Louis N Bowler, according to the TESLIAN. 138 QUL 45 1495 
answers the perplexing question why, in view of Tesla’s im- 


portant discoveries, he fell short of the comparative popularity; ~ 

won by Edison and Bell. Then in closing, he suggests: “‘It 

would be fitting for our engineering societies, in commemora- : 

tion of the 100th anniversary of Nikola Tesla's birth (July 19, ih oo 

#956), to acknowledge our debt to this strange and lonely pues Pennsylvania 
genius who changed our world for the better.” 

This appears to be just what Mr. Anderson was waiting 
for. For now, in the same issue of his TESLIAN, he has pre- 
pared a form to petition Postmaster General Arthur E. Sum-| 
merfield to issue a Tesla commemorative stamp next year. | i 

o.\Wesare printing thisform -in-duplicate, in this issue and 
wé-urge alf our readers to endorse it with ‘their signatutes: Send 
i eo persed as 2 dal 
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SUBJECT: VI KOLA TE LA Vinterrowd — 


Tele. Room _ 


> s«WISCELLANEOUS - INFORMATION CONCERNING (ESPIONAG Hellonan — 
. Gandy —— - 
( | Nikola Tesla, a native of Yugoslavia, was G famous electrical 


inventor who died in New York City in 1943 where he had lived for many 
years. In attached letter to Bureau dated 6-25-55 Kenneth H. Swezey, 


Brooklyn, New York, advises he is gathering material to help tna 
nation-wide commemoration of Tesla's hundredth birth anniversary tn 
1956. Swezey relates he was present when Tesla's safe was opened by 7 


friends after,his death and advises the contents were thereafter 
replaced and ,then impounded by the United States Alien Property 
Custodian. Later the safe was removed to Belgrade, Yugoslavia, to be 
installed ina Fesla Museum. Missing from Tesla's effects is a gold 
} Edison medal he had been awarded. Swezey ts seeking to locate the 
ts medal and has been advised by the Office of Alien Property (OAP) that 
OAP held none of Tesla's property. ‘Swezey states he has hecrd. the 
FBI assisted OAP in handling Tesla's effects while in storage, and 
accordingly, he asks whether Bureau could assist him in locating the 
| Edison medal. He FBI's assistance to OAP Swezey mentions that in the 
Tesla biography ("The Prodigal Genius” - 1944) by John O'Neill it 
was stated FBI broke tnto Tesla's safe the day he died (1-8-43 to 
protect contents from enemy hands). Swezey notes this same comment 
appears in article ("The Genius Who Walked Alone") by Alfred H. Sinks 
in the June, 1955, "Coronet." Swezey says he knows FBI did not do this. 
Vee pe as not pertinent re Swezey. Bureau did not enter into Tesla 
ug sk safe matter upon Department's advice tt was being handled by OAP. 
Be - Bureau previously aware of comment tn O'Neill's book. fer Ri *tles 
hn aed was officer of American Civil Libderties Jnion tn 1930-40; staff 
ACs ember of Communist lene newspaper UPhe Anvil,” 1933-37; member of } 
' an Writers ‘CUA repopt-1944/; close friend of ft .-_ 
reported CP member and suspected underground member = 
n inks requested for his use as author data re Bureau's 
ilm procedure. Was advised no such data available for publication. 


Enclosure tect 6-ge-5S” 
100-2237 

ec - 1 - 65-47953 

Ticklers - Mr. Bird 


4 
‘ 


A 








Mr. Belmont RECORDED - 87 432 Pe ie 
Sie “4 rs Beare: er 
ETB;jaa a 6 lett oas 
(5) ( - 4 bier: - 


ce ae ee 
G:. yi Ts © oe. 


Ins - 





Menorandum For Mr. Boardman 


RECOMMENDATION 


en 


That the attached letter be sent to Swezey advising Bureau 
did not participate tn the handling of Tesla's effects and that the 


matter was handled by OAP. Therefore, Bureau unable to be of 
assistance; that no action be taken relative to Sinks' comment in 
"Coronet" article. 
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«- br, Belmont 
“Jr. Boardmm 


June 30, 1955 
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1 INFORMATION CONTAINED 
: . SHS IS UNCLE 
ary Kemete eRveeey  Corsginai sit 2-60 DY i ca 
‘Brooklyn 25; -38e-Terk 


Dear Kr. Swesey: 





With reference to your letter ets od ake 
1955, our files disclose the effects of Nikela eala 
were taken tanto custody after his death by the Office 
of Alten Property and not by this Bureau. 


Stace we did Rot partictpate in the 
handling of Mr. Tesla's effects, we are uacble to 
/ supply the tnrforaation you requested. 





Sincerely yours, 
J 


LO-AAQZT7 
John Edgar neeeer 4 Peas 
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INDEXED - 2 es JUL 1 1955 


A cover memorandum |Prlom Belmont to-~Beaddnan 
was prepared by ETB: jaa on 6-29-55 I8"Fonnection with 
this outgotng mail. ss 


Bufiles contain no derogatory data: re conre s- 
pondent; reflect only that he was close ed 2 
..' ;,admirer of Tesla. 2° on Ww. 
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Downey, valifornie. 


fugust Ls 1955. 


Mr. 7. Edgar 1oover, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, 
We snington 9 D e S e 


: © 
In his book, "Prodigal Genius", The Life of ijikola Tesla, wr. ohn 
J O'feil says, on vege 277, thet the F.B.I. went to Tesla's hotel 
room, openec his steel safe anc renovea from it, the papers it 


contained. 


“lag there ever any publication of what these papers contained? If 
so, coule you irform me vhere I might obtain a copy of such 
publication? 


if tn 


Ere 
ee ee ZOUS 9 


was no publication of the Safe's content, after more than 
“ould it be improper to publish them? 


Tf there tres no publication of ths safe's content, but tner 


a 
no particular secrets found there in, could you inform me where als 
might learn whet the safe contained? 


Manrr + ~ i .- + *~4 - tan wont ’ *: a . 
fy, information on this matter “Ill pe aeppreciatecd. 


lal 


WT Beate os “ Erg a7 -- oe oe - . 
Tham: you for your trouble. 
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August 11, 1955 









been rece tued, 
would ltke to Ga 
the effects of 
after his death by the office of Al 
not by thts Rureaue : 






ten Property and 


Since wé did not particinate in the hondline 
wr. Tesla's effects, we are unable to supply the 
information you requested. 

Sincerely yours, 





John Edgor Hoover 
Director 
oa 


AUG AL oe 
MAILED 19 


WOTE: Bufiles reflect no record on correspo 
Internal Securtty 
on 6/30/55- (65-47953-33 
ga 6/29/55 
he death 
Bureau was not 
and the opentng of the safe men~ 


involved in 
tioned was done by the office of Alten Proper ty- 
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HOvatay, vallfornie, 


September 10., 1955. 


+f. 


iv, [Ont Tdgar Hoover 


- > 
Paras ee eat ths a) oe Soe ts eg ce 
Pederel Spureau OF Investigation, 
Tle en pad Fm ond _ Can} 
no Sie vO Oy tve@uve 


Deer ts, Toover: 


y ¥l 

Clearing to ry’ Le eee to you August first, this year - your letter 
to me, hucust LECie 5 2 eletive to the matter of the papers of Mr. 
‘ixolzAtesla. 


= 
ci 
we 





n August 26, I wrote the office of Alien Property regarding this 
matter, indicating that I had receivea tne information from you 
that it was their department which hed taken the tesla Property 


into custoay not yours... 

I have a letter from lir. tenry G. Hilken - thet Department - File 
lumber HGH:1! Sli:elk 017-5555 , in which I am told thet office 
tnever had custoé;, nor has vested, am property of iikole Tesla". 


fs I pegan this matter with you - because it was stated in Hr. | 
O'feill's bool: that it was vour department who opened Tesla's safe @ 
I em wondering if you have any further suggestions along lines Ty 
Mien, tOLLO. G6 obtain sone information in this rerara? a 


* 


for vour time ana trouple. 


AVS. okie 
Tees OU 
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Septemher 20, 1955 


oy ! aa 
LAS 


| . PLL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
bit: = HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 


ia ,—l DATE 2-22-82 B 


Re I have recetved your letter dated September 10, 
1 955 ow . , ; 





As you were advised by ny letter of August ll, 
1955, this Burecu wes not connected in aay respect with 
the accutsitton or custody of the effects of Nikola Tesla, 
and it ts therefore not posstble to furnish you any 
additional tnformation. = 








Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Dtrector 


5 b1C 478) 


Vv 
NOTEs By letter 8-11-55, we referre: Qe 0 the Office of 
Alien Property, whick Office wa eported to have 
assumed custody of Tesla's effects subseauent to his deat 
(65-47953-6) | 
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~ RECOGNITION FOR TESLA © 


" (Please fill out this form and mail to the address appearing belew.) 


THE TESLA SOCIETY 
University Station, Box 135 | 


Minncapolis 14, Minnesota 


+ a 


(date) 


; (city & state) 
Hon. Arthur E. Summerficld : \ 
Postmaster Gencral, Postoffice Dept. , 
Washington, D. C. { 
~f t 
| 


Dear Sir: 

Nikola Tesla’s contributions to science, indu try, and to his adopted 
country have greatly inspired engineering progress. His electrical sys- 
tems helped create an American conomy of world pre-eminence. 

We respectfully request issuance of a 1956 commemorative stamp 
to be issued on the centennial of Tesla’s birth (1856-1943). 


a 


RY (signed) ————_ 
alee : nee a : 
ne 
af of 
AMERICAN SRBOBRAN 
&x June 29, 1955 
as Ye Batch ay Pittsburgh, Penns ‘Lvania 
Loy (/ y= _f4f gh, Pennsy. 
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. | ae RETURN Tits tc 
_ INA BUREAU Day 
= Ay 


__by ALFrep HH. Sinks 


Nikola Tesla was ao great inventor— 
and aleo_a_prophet_without_honor 


Started turning early on the 
morning of January 8, 33; Ank- 
ious FBI agents slipped into.a room 
in the Hotel New Yorker_where, 


Tate the nicht before, a chambcr- 
maid had discovered the body of 
Nikola Tesla, dead_at 86, regarded 
by many as the_greatest scicnufic 


cnius of his time. 

For ycars, 1 csla had been making 
scientific predictions so fantastic as 
tu be literally out of this world. Of 
late he had been working—vor sv he 
said—on revolutionary new wcap- 
ons powerful cnough to annihilate 
armics at a single blow. 

There was only one Tesla, and 
the story might—incredible as it 
suunded—be truc. The old_man’s 
safe might hold these secrets, and 


(OSeaming eat WHEELS 


JUNE, 1986 


o 


the Government could not risk the 
chance of enemy spies getting there 
first. 

Half hoping to find something 
which would bring a sudden and 
decisive end to World War II, the 
‘G-nen broke open the dead man’s 
strong box. If anything of impor- 
tance was discovered, it has never 
been revealed. 

Yet, their quick action was jus- 
tified, for you could never be sure 
about_Tesla, one_of_the_stransest 
men w ‘er lived. Most people 
took him with a grain of salt, vet 
no serious scientist dared shruy 
away _his_cliims as pensense. Nut 
after Thomas Edison tried it and 


; Tea proved him wrong. 
The world's leading physicists 


and clectrical encincers had to cat 
crow back in the 1880s when Tesla 
sulved a problem they had thought 
impossible. That one accomplish- 
inent—the invention of a practical 
altcrnating-current motor and gen- 
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e 
cyto Date Tesla's name amo: 


the world's lop scic 2 


‘rom fis invent prang the 
industria) age we Jive For with 
out his alternating current, there 
would be no miss production of 
automobiles, aircraft, refriccrators: 
no great water-power dams and 
generating plants, no Diesel-electric 
trains: we could not have developed 
radio, television or atomic power. 

The direct current that Edison 
worked with= a feeble force at best 
—cvuld be sept_no more than a 
Couple of quiles over sires because 
its power_leaked away rapidly into 
the surroynding wonosphere. Lights 
near the power station might burn 
brightly and steadily, but those near 
the end of the fine would be dim 
and fluttering, 

Tesla sold his basic alternating. 
current patents in TARR, for a mile 
hon dollars dawn. By TR95, the fi 
great power station it ar 
had been built, and by the end of 
ROG, two more Tesh eencrators 
had) been installed. Within a few 
years, the pace of life over half the 
eardh had changed from a crawl to 


a fost eMop—and it has been gath- 
ering speed ever since, 


rue MAN WHO, Dy his brilliant 
idea of a “rotating maenetic 
field,” chanced the fa votihe earth 
and the living habits of the hiuniin 
mace wasn Croat born mm 1857 in 
Smiljan, a villige in what is now 
Yugoslavia, but was then partofthe 
old) Austro-Hingarian Empire. 
When he was about six, Nikola 
Teshe’s father, the village pricst, 
was transferred to a larger parish 
inthe city of Gospic. There, the 
lad crew up and perfected his ear. 
hest Sinventions.” OF these, his fa- 


W6G 


we 


es 


vorite was an “engine” powered by 
16 June bugs, harnessed in sets of 
four to spokes which radiated from 
the drive shaft. 


Nikola was a frail lad, often ill; 
and hie ncurly went | lind from too 
much reading. He read ever ‘thing 
he could get his hands on, not only 


science but _also_ religion hiluso- 


phy, history, literature. By the tune 
om iiteiites high school, he was flu- 
entin French, German and Italian, 
as well as his native Serbo-Croat. 

He got his schooling—the best 
his doting family could afford —at 
Gospic, Carlstadt, Gratz, the Uni- 
versity of Prague and, finally, at 
Budapest. Atthe University, he saw 
his first electric motor, a new type 
direct-current affair whose brushes 
and commutators sent out showers 
of crackling blue sparks. 

“If we got rid of those brushes 
and commutators, with all that 
noise and loss of enerey, we'd have 
amuch better motor,” Nikola told 
his professor. “Perhaps it might be 
done with an alternating current.” 

“Nonsense! barked the profes- 
sor. “An alternating current would 
never run anything, You're no Te 
brilliant student I thought you 
were, Forget e 
~ But Testa could not forget. The 
teacher's ridicule only stamped the 
idea indelibly on his brain. It be- 
came an ODSCSSTOn, a passion --how 
to make an alternating current 
drive a motor. In every idle mo- 
ment, wherever he went, he wrestled 
with this problem, 

Vesla's mind had an unusual 


twist. mest Trom dn ancy, he had 

been able to sce thitein his mind's 

cye so vividly an in-such minute 

detail that often he Nad ‘trouble 

tcHing the real Trom the mawinary, 
+ peer 


Oe ee 
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Where the averuce engineer or 
inventor would reach instinctively 
for drawing board, paper and pen- 
cil, Tesla would simply switch on 
that uncanny magic lantern inside 


hiis_Drain, He would fix_a_ mental 
image there. Then he would alter 
this detail or that, discard one plan, 
try another, withoutever putting a 


_. line on paper. | 
Years Tater—from these mental 


images alone—he could_give his 
workmen exact instructions on how 
to build cach part of a new device, 
though it was unlike anything ever 
seen before. 

Thus, needing no drafting room 
and few laboratory convenicnces to 
work on an idea, Tesla could use 
every spare minute that he had to 
test and revise his theory of ulter- 
nating current 

His first real job was manager 

Ty organized telephone 
company in Budapest. But tele- 
phone circuits were dull stuff com- 
pared with the challenge of that 
one big idea. He moved _to Paris 
where he became a kind of cencral 
troublestooler Tor the Continental 
Edison Company. _ 

is brain was still chipping away 
at his hie problem; but the trouble 
was, Ne“couTdn’t share it with 
trained men who might have helped 
him work it out. For whenever he 
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mentioned alternating current to an 
he man would 


as though he were 


it then came the momentawhep 
he knew he had solved it. Ye was 
walking with a friend in the Buis de 
Boulogne. Suddenly, he stupped 
shortand begin jabbing wish his 
ane at some invisibe object in 
the air, | 
Sees it works! he shouted. “L 
is the rotaung magnetic held which 
causes the armature to turn, Ht pulls 
the anagnets around with it, causines 
the shaft to revolve. As To oscillate 
this switch, causing the current tw 
flow first in one direction, then the 
other..." 
Never mind what his friend 
thought. T: had the answer. 
Atthe office, his colleagues scotfed 
or looked blank. But the manager, 
listening to the outpourings of 
scienufic jargon, suddenly thought 
of his boss back in the United States. 
Ifthere vere some truth in what 


bad 


— 3 a ae uae CC+ 
would be smart 


cnouch to sce it. 
So Te gave Tesla_a letter of in- 


troduction to Thomas Edison and 


urecd him to try his luck in Amer- 
To Thee Teds, now 27, arrived 
in New York. T © was handsome. 
over six-Tect-two, with a distin- 
guished head and deep-set blue 
eyes. His Slavie face was broad 
across the cheekbones, his dark hair 
thick, his chin sharply pointed. OF 
worldly goods, he had the. clothes 
on his_back, four cents in_gtsh, the 
letterto Edison, and the idea svhich 
Edison thought less than nothing 
Of the ides. Tt seemed su prepos- 


teruus that he wouldn’t even listen 
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*—and, of course, Tega had no 
drawings with which » to_con- 
vince him, But EdisoNwmeee him a 

cxecient trining 
and Edison needed 

Busy with routine electrical work, 
Tesla waited nearly three years for 
a chanec to turn his mental image 
sto an actual motor he could show 
to others. In 1887, he was F Vb) comm Ce) 
borrow cnouch money to start itt 
own laboratory, and, the following 
year_the aljernaging-current motor 
and generator were pracuca Lreali- 
lies— op alaburatery scal —though 
much practical engineering would 
sul] be needed to fit them: to come 
mercial use. 

Ggurgs Westinghouse, another 
Inventor, was the first to see their 
Calne. He bought the patents and 
ave Tesla a job as engineer in his 
Pittsburgh factory. 

But Testa couldn't get along with 
the other Westinghouse engineers. 
From his standpoint, the alternat- 
ine-current job was done. | Oars) 
“schoolboys” could now iron out 
the few remaining kinks. Mean- 
time, his brain had started to hatch 
even bigger dreams. He went back 
to bis hiboratory in New York. 

“Be slone—* he once told a 
ecience writer, fe That's the secret of 
ipvention, Be a one— thats where 

_greatidcas are born. 


PONE HE was. Inthe years that 
DN followed, Testa had mony ade 


mii VeQueints . but se fom 

wtriend. Miter his muihcrn 2 

aL ever entered his personable. 
His manner toward others was 

cordial but reserved, distant. His 

words were as if utiered by some 

vod, sitting on an Olympus high 


O WOT 
-_—_——— 


» his fame, those words made a 
tremendous impression. 

He lectured at every scientific 
center in this country and in all the 
important capitals abroad. Things” 
which, as yet, existed only inside 
that amazing brain of his were so 
real to him, he made them real 
to his listeners. 


He described radar_and_ radio 


broadcasting and_even_ television. 


IIe advocated electro-therapy. He 
furesaw a day when man would 
control nature in every respect— 
even the weather—when machines 
of all kinds, and the power to run 
them, would be so cheap that pov- 
erty would: vanish from the world. 

Without wanting to_be, Tesla 
was a super actor, wiier listening 
iotmnr and secmy his wonders, au- 
diences were ready to believe nearly 
anvthing. 

Tesla reasoned that you could 
sell electric power cheap if you 
could do away with the millions of 
poles and insulators, the millions of 
tons of copper wire used to transmit 
it from place to place. He thought 


he knew how to do it—and J. P. 
Morgan backed him with $300,000. 
On Long ORT A Tesla built_a 


huge power ant with a_154-foot 
stcc Fed tower topped by an 
chormous mushroom-shaped cop- 
per dome. From this dome he 
planned to bombard the carth’scrust 
with millions of volts of electric 
encrey. The power so added to the 
earth's permanent charge could be 
drained off at some other point-~ 
any point—on the carth’s surface. 
Thus, it would be possible for clee- 
tric power to be sent anywhere 
without conduits, poles or wires. Or 
so he thought, until he tried it. 


@: the rest of humanity. Backed 
Y 


CORONET 





’ In_ November, 1828, Tesla ane 
nounced that he boli r. 
The inventor had designed a 
small, inexpensive, radio- Iled 
boat which, through its tae | 
ability to destroy the biggest battle- 
ships, would make great navies usc- 
less. Not_many years later, he was 
talking of another supcr-weapon: a 
“death ray” which would annihi- 
Tate whole armies. 
et Tesla never suspected that 
the reweapon of the fature 
would come from atomic. fission. 
For Finstcin’s Basic notion which 
Ied to smashing the atom, he had 
only ridicule. Alone in his middle 
age, he had fallen out of step with 
the world’s great thinker. 

Not all Tesla's later inventions 
were fantastic. Some, like his in- 
duction coils and oscillators, and 
pioncer work on “tuned” electrical 
circuits, were highly important. 

Thouch he nevér. succeeded in 
transmitting power without wires 
on a hie scale, he did prove that a 
single wite is cnough. And some of 
his brilliant prophecies inspired the 
more plodding scientists to work out 
the practical problems of induction 
heating, radio-telephone, radar and 
many other electronic marvels of 
today. 

But as he grew older, he with- 


dreyy further and further with- 
in self. Tis strange prophecies 
soufecd hike a voice from another 


planet. For companionship now 
the old man had only his dreams, 
and they crew strancer with the 
years. Completely alone at_tast, a 


stooped, 7 nt figure with thin, sil. 
very rate he used to slip from his 
hotel room, buy a hag of hirdseed 
and trudce slowly over to a park 
where Pundrede ut hecine awaited 
him. These were dus friends. They 
needed him, though the world did 
not. . 

When he grew too ill to go out, 
each day he senta Western Union 
messenger to the purk. After feed- 
ing the birds, the boy was instructed 
to sce if any of them seemed. sick, 
If so, he was to bring them back to 
Tesla’s room where the inventor 
woul nurse them gently back to 
health. 

Perhaps this sad fiule labor of 
love showed that the man who 
changed the world had, at last, dis- 
covered a great truth. Pethaps he 
knew now that the greaiest power 
for good Ties notin lonely thought 
butin a human heart_pulsatin — 
hike is own “tuned circaits’—in 
tune with the hearts of his felluwe 


men. Or did he ever know? You 


ri Wianle Wit &. 


I" THE EARLY 1920s, when Winston Churchill had offended both his 
own supporters and the political opposition, the late George Bernard 
Shaw wrote him: “TL enclose two vouchers for the premiére of iny new 
play. for yourself and a friend— if any.” 

Back to the playwright prompuy came the theater checks with ¢his 
note from “Winnie’: “DE regret Fam unable to attend the premiere of 
your new play. Please send ine two vouchers for the second performance 


—if any.” 
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| ~ RECOGNITION FOR TESLA— | 


At long last Serbians—American and Canadian—have 
acted to honor the memory and achievements of one of per- 
‘ ‘ bia’s greatest sons. 

. For. the world-wide Centennial celebration of Dr. 
Nikolk-Tesla% birth next year, Serbs on this Continent 
plan to erect a bust statue of the electrical genius to stand 
before the entrance of the Monastery at Libertyville, Hl. 

- Steps lopking towards that end were taken at the recent 

SNF jcenvention following the reading af T by President 
Mi Radakovich from Hie Grace, Bish Nicolai. As the uni- 

ersally-renowned churchman stated, erection “of ac suitable | 
monument, by Serbians, would forever remind other Serbs 
of the honor and glory of Dr. Nikola Tesla . .... And that he 

.  -wasa SERBIAN, son of a SERBIAN ORTHODOX «. clergy- 

| man, born in the SERBIAN SELO of Smiljan in Lika. 


Further, His Grace urged that the undertaking be a joint | 
one and representative of ALL the Serbian i 







organizationgsin 

the United States and Canada* He naturally looked to the Sf F: : = 

for leadership, and the greatest monetary contribution. Butthe. sees, 

also besought the help of the Serbian Nat'l Defense and e: « ' *15R 
Jedinstvo beneficial society. . NS 
The Convention voted $1000 for the project and a LS 22 

hand collection was taken among the. delegates. and | we = 
guests, kinsmen MilogaXnjevch of Jolie IL, giving _ Se ar eos} 
$200. It is probable that the balance of the needed $3000, ee -> S 

will be raised thru public good-will offerings and =! 3 

cash gifts of the other two organizations mentioned. - A oO 
And after a suitable bust has been erected for Dr. eile! ist oa 

Bishop Nicolai suggeste imilar-like monument honor the| = = 
_ memory of Dr. Mibpite Popin, also a world-renowned scientist. : | 
author and educator. : —) 
This is a subject near and dear to all good Serbian hearts’ aN 
oe "AMERICAN SRBOBRAN® 
ee eae September 28, 1955 
INDEXED - 36 (ase Pittsburgh, Pa, 
vow Arncenen 


oe ce a 


rd oe Se meee var 
mon: —_ 
- 
a. ee 


4 
/ 


GBOOCT? 1008 BO 








is F 0; yens Drive for Tesla iiecial al 1 Libertyville 





yp PPETADAAATEN CONTAINED 
Ni! IE 












2000 PUBLIC AID SOUGHT. , 


PITTSBURGH, Pa. -—- The Serb 
Nat'l Federation Executive Board 
has acted quickly to implement a 
Convention decision to honor the 
me 

esla. 
| At its first meeting of Octo- 
ber 8, the Boar-d drafted a resolu- 
| tion calling on all SNF members 
and good Serbians to help fi- 
' pance a memoria! project fo the 
’ Jate scientist-inventor genius. 

This would stand be‘ore the 
entrance of the Mormastery in 
Libertyville, Tl. 


Cé&t of the contemplated project, (is New York. 


which would clarion to the world! 
that @r. Tesla was a Serbian. is! 
estimated at $3000. The Conv ention 


voted $1000 to the cause and a hand {E 
122 delegates work, by 


of the illustrious Dr. Nik- 


|SOCIETY. 
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light in it and the ue aearea 
North exposure was missing. 
_ “ sat the suggestion of Mr. Tesla, 
a cluster of powerful incandescents 
was put up in the corner of the 
apartment and the rays, filtered 
thru blue glass, were just the right 
‘quality. The portrait was shown 
under the same illumination. 
At Base for Sitting 4 

“ ‘Mr. Tesla, having solved the 
problem of the artifical sun, fell to 
thinking about other parts of the 
universe, and there he sat oblivious 
to his surroundings. 

“ ‘The painter was able to pr 
duce ‘2 likeness in whict. there it 
no evidence that the subject wall ; 
conscious that anybody way - 
watching him, much less stady- 


sary monies Sha complete the 
project in time ‘for the world- 
wide Centennial, celebration for 
“the genius next year. 

. Spearheading | the movement for 
recognition, especially aynone 
American elements. is the pest 

founded by s¢ientist 
engineer Leland Anderson, b fanat- 
ica) admirer of the jate Dr. Nikola 
Tesla. 

Mr. Anderson right now is con- 
ducting a search for a famous por- 
trait of the Serbian electrical wiz- 
ard done at the tura of the century 


Seek Missing Portrait 


¢ 
In his current TESLAIAN pub- 
cation, Mr. Anderson revealed the 


' 
Princess Vilma Lwoft- i 
! 


ine his features from the other | 


collection among 

yielded several undred dollars, Parlerhy, is missing. side of the eased. 

more. ; Reviewing developments, Mr.; ‘ ‘Among those who attended the 
i Kinsman Milos Konjevich of; Anderson wrote: reception were Mrs. C. B. Alex- 
Joliet, 11., gave $204 __ “On March 1, 1916, the Princess|ander, Henry P. Davison. the 


Public Aid Sought | 


' Balance of the needed sum is now her latest protrait of Nikola Tesla. 
| being sought thru good-will offer- An article in the 


ings of the general Serbian popu- 
lace in the United States and Can-’ 


fund, similar to the one ‘be- 
‘ conducted to helo defray 
gage experses on Shadeland, 
“has been established. 





It bs hoped to raise the neces- ~ 
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i the Prince. The Prom which she 


gave a reception ir her new studio|Countless de Rittenburg and Mrs. 
‘in New York esveciallv to exhibit|E. T. Isham.’ ” i 
After the Princess died. in 1923,' 
her studio and all objects of art t.! 
was sold rt huction. : 
The Telsa ovortrait, 53x48 
inches, appeared on the cover of 
TIME meazine (Inv 20. TRV) 
and in the FLECTRICAL #X- 
PFRIMENTER (Janaary. 1949), 
Mr. Anderson says. , 
Its location is not now known. 


is ae 


NEW YORK 
TIMES for March 2. 1916. etated— 
“It was one of the beliefs c¥ 
Mr. Tesla that there was some- 
thing unlucky ‘about posing for 2 
picture and he never sat te anv 
hefrre be entered the stntio af 






Fed chosen did not have a sky- 
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“Half of $3000 Costs 
For Statue Pledged 


- Cadiz, O., Serb Gives $100 
For Bust Image of Inventor 


To Be Placed at Monastery 


Pittsburgh, Pa.—Half of the $3000 fund goal for a statue 
morial of the late Dr. Nikola Tesla has been realized, the 


m 
_ SNF announced today. 
tributions counted so far come to 











Wy In fact, total con 
am) $1580. 
wv The Fund is an outgrowth of a plea by Bishop Nicolai 
< for Serbians to do honor for the @—_____________—o 
Mm & memory of the noted electrical historians, writers, educators, 
aS wizard during the world-wide scientists, etc., would not be 
Co Centennial celebration planned misled, Bishop Nicolai believes. 
= Fy for the genius next year. Be that as it may, the SNF's 
Oz 'goal is to amass the needed mon- 
i - In the wake of the plea, |. t and dedicat 
=x > v voiced at the recent 7th Con- rip elves et "Let = nee 
= & vention at Niagare: Falls, Can the memorial before the Tesla 
oe ' : Centennial celebration ends. 
aon Ny, ada, the delegates approved a 
tro AG! $1000 gift from the SNF and | Donors and the amounts of 
Waa \ decided to raise, by public their donations are as follows: 
_e rd grant, the balance of $2000. SNF $ 1000.00 
. ; A hand collection among the Delegate M. Konjevich 200.00 
~ 122 grass-roots leaders of the So-, Todor Drazich . 50.00 
ciet} raised another $450. Then.’ “ Petar Borovich 25.00 
at if first meeting October 5, the SNF Counsel N. Stone * 25.00 
nevPy-elected Executive. Board of Delegate N. Stepanovich 20.00 
the SNF appealed to the mem-.  ™ Maxim Jakovac 20.00 
bership at large to fulfill the bal-i “ss Wija Janjanin ~ 20.00 
,ance required. * Lou Balta 10.00 
; Bee “Jovan Vukcevich 10.00 
First Corttribution $100 ; ** Milan Kajganovich 10.00 
A secant 24 hours after the ap- . “ Stevan Rogulie 10.00 
peal was published in the Society's Boedan Dragisich 5.00 
Pe —, 4.4 “Srbobran” organ last Wednes-. Milan Tomich 5.00 
a i" J Lk day, Sime Zelich of Cadiz, O.,, “ Todor Vuicich 5.00 
; gave $100. ; . i ** Djuro Lukich 5.00 
The proposed memorial, a “ G. Stoisavijevich 5.00 
statue image, would be placed be-, -*  R. Vukadinovich 5.00 
ifore the entrance of the St. Sava. Janko Mrmich . 5.00 
1 * Petar Maravich 5.00 
5.00 


Serbian Monastery in Libertyville. | 
| 


Mirko Baranin 


VCUsCussas CEICUIAUUES Cisse 


a, the delegates approved a . 
000 gift from the SNE. and | Donors d the. ‘amounts of 
cided to raise, * public their donat. «« are as follows: . | 


ant, the balance « 000. SNF $ 1000.00 
\ hand collection among the Delegate M. Konjevich 200.00 | 


ee a 


grass-roots leaders of the So-.. ** Fodor Dragich -. - 50.00 : 
tae another $450. Then,| -* Petar Borovich . -_ 25.00" 

first meeting October 5, tha SNF Coanee! N. Storie © 25.00 | 4 
ly-elected Executive. Board of Delegate. N. Stepanovich 20.00 ”~ 
’SNF appealed to the mem-. “ Mazim Jakovac 20.00 


” 





ship at large to fulfill the bal-; “ Wija Janjanin. | 20.00 
e required. | “ ra agin “e pas : ' 
z sesh ** Jovan Vukcevic : 
First Contribution $100 ** Milan Kajganovich 10.00 -- 
\ scant 24 hours after the ap- “Stevan Rogulfe 10.00 
\l was published in the Society's“ Bordan Dregisich 5.00 
bobran” organ last Wednes-, “ Milan Tomich 5.00 
+, Sime Zelich of Cadiz, Q..;  “ Todor Vuicich 5.00- 
-e $100. , f |“  Djuro Lukich 5.00 * 
The proposed memorial. al 6")~— 6G. Stoisavijevich 5.00 
‘ue image, would be placed be-; “ R. Vukadinovich 5.00 
e the entrance of the St. Sava’ “Janko Mrmich . 5.10 
-bian Monastery in Libertyville,| “Petar Maravich 5.00 
“Mirko Baranin 5.00 
“There % would proclaim to ** Stanko Jelich 5.00 
‘ns of thousands of Serbian - ¢ * * 
sitors annually that Nikola Prof. Anthony Tomovich 
esta was cf Serbian immigrant (¢ edonton Alberta 
ock and son of a Serbian Cog , . 10.00 
’ . ca ° 5 
rthodox clergvman,”’ Bishop Teta Andia Mamula 
icolai declared. (Pittsburgh) ; 5.00 
For half a century and more. Martha Mamula Bjelosh 
- general American public has (Pittshurch) 10.00 ° 
an misled anent the nationality Sime Zelich (Cadiz, O.) 100.0’ 
- the man who foretold the com- Milinko\Alexich, war invalid 
: of atomic energy power. | (Omaha, Nebr.) i 
Only recently, a vrominent ee, 
\merican magazine listed him, Total $ 1° 
correctly, as of Croatian |. ane ee 
tock. The mistake was subse- 
uently publicly corrected with : we __ 
ee -—the honoring, forever, of two of Serbia's best-known immi- 
i ed a er 
-ors are likely in the future. : . .. 
We hope to report developments as soon as they take 
Old References Poor pl\ce, remembering Bishop Nikolai’s concluding remarks: 
The magazine publication, for ; “Nikola Tesla, in the field of science, brought the 
stance, explained it obtained its | Serbian name great glory—just as did the greatest Serbian 
‘erence material from an ane ‘ knights on the field of battle.” 


ated guide book. 
Since the misleading matter! 
‘re. was never challenged bv 
tbians and other interested 
rties before, the magazine logi- 
lv assumed it was factual. 
Erection cf a bust statue. 
lan listing Dr. Tesle’s date of 
irth. bicthnlece. narents, efe.. 
‘onld counter "he old wide 
nd make certain that future 
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Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D.c, 


Gentlemen: 


Biography of Nikoli Tesla; the book, entitled rodigal Genius" 
described quite a few of Tesla's experiments, most of which I tried 
myself in the physics lab. I am interested in reviewing Tesla's 
experiments in wireless electric power transmission, 


5 During my senior year at Georgetown University, f read J.J.O'Niel'g 


Unfortunately, Tesla died in 1945 just at the time he supposedly 
had developed a system of wireless power transmission, Since World 
War 11 was then in progress his papers were seized and sealed by the 
F.B.I. I suppose that by now Tesla's papers have been released for 
publication, but a call to the Library of Congress prodteed no 


results, Therefore, I have two questions; 
\ 


1) Does the F.B.I. now have Tesla's scientific papers? 


2) If so, are they available for public inspection? 
If they were released, who has them? 


I will certainly appreciate any help you can give me alomg these lines, 


Tesla published very little of his findings; this, coupled with the 


fact that wireless power is connected by most people with "Death Rays" 


and crack-pots has made it nearly impossible for me to find anything 
on the subject, 


670 
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122 EIN IS UNCLASSIEJED oe 










Hi 1K I, & } ae : 
Your letter dated June 28, 1956, has been neceiveds-. 


and in response to your inquiry, | d like to advise that our . 
files reflect that the effects of Nikola Tesla were taken into euatody 
after his death by the Office of Alien Proy Property and not by this Rares 


Since we did not participate in the handling of 
Mr. Tesla's effects, we are unable to supply the information 
you requested. 





\ 


Sincerely yours, 


John Edgar Hoover 
Director 


q 4 
javay O3A13280 
"€ 62m 


Ju hed IU ST 


NOTE: Bufiles reflect no record on Aoiee spondedt and reveal the Forrect 
spelling of Tesla's name as "Nikoja."' Bufiles reflect this type ofsyepRy he 
been utilized by the Domestic Intelligence Division in answering der 
inqufries. (65-47953; 100-2237) Cover memo from Mr. Belmont’ 
_ Boardman 6-29-55, set out background of this matter which concerned the 

“ death of [fesla, a famous electrical inventor. Bureau was not involved 

in this matter, and the opening of the safe Contalne _ effects was done 

by Scie of Alien EPOpeXtY: Soke 
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Office Mem. od UM . UNITED (| -° GOVERNMENT 
TO”: DIRECTOR, FBI paTE: 7/25/57 

apa ee pS 3 3 
SAC, NEW YORK (65-12290 ) 


ssn Cath (Deceased) 
Is -YU — 











street, New york -/; 2 
ave mn of Yugoslav b1) 






ou, New Yor e 


» @ UN 
extraction, who on occasion, voluntarily furnishes bIC 


the New York office with information he considers to 
a be in the anterests of the Security of t tunited : 
— states Government, furnished Special Ag nt eS 
A NICHOLAS J.MASTROVICH the following information on .. 
/ 


Jul 1 3 —_—— 

ye tet VA Bhi DELI STICA 

ated that a certain woman named bh h 
Mrs. MARG 5 RM who lives with her husband, 

JOHN, at the Calonial Hotel, | 51 West 81st Street, New h7C 
York 24, New York, has been jasuing newsletters which 
contain armation pertaining to flying saucers 







angeefiterplanetary matter?» 1, yccil [e7T" © yews cEelT 
tated that in his opinion Mr. and ‘ 
Mrs. STORM xploiting the reputation and genius b1 aN 


of NIKOLA TESLA, deceased,inventor of Yugoslav 
extraction who anieved world wide fame as a result of b7 ey 
his inventions in the United States. 


TESLA was born 4n Smiljan, Yugoslavia in 
July, 1859 and came to the United States in 1894 
and became @ naturalized United States citizen. Mm 
1886 TESLA designed the arc-lighting system and two 
years later he invented the Tesla motor and designed S/S | 
a plan for the transmission of alternating current. ~ >: } 
In subsequent years, TESLA'S discoveries and anventians~” 
inchded such fields and appliances 2s wireless. ~ 
communication, electrical) osakikation, radiant power and 
radio active matter. After 1900, communications |&% },.+7° 
and wireless power transmjseton occupied, most of* ae 
his research. oe aN geet 


se poe aeook a | 
» deve ts SEB pp 237° 
(2) Bueau (RM) (Encs.2) j S [02 =222/ $ 
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NY 65-12290 . 


TESLA's only military tavention was -a. method 

to which he once eluded but-newr fully described. : 

This “{nvention was a means whereby an inpenetrable 
"wall of force" can be erected around the United 
States' borders which would render helpless any . 
military attack. TESLA disclosed the existence 

of his plan in 1934 and stated he intended to present 
it to the Geneve Conference but seldom. referred to it 
‘afterward. 






The "New York Times" dated 9/22 
carried an article setting forth NI LA's plan for a 
"Death Ray". This article Included information to 


the effect that TESLA, on his 84th birthday, July 10, 1940, 
CE 


advised New York Times reporter WILLIAM 

that he was ready to divulge to the United States 
Government the secret of his "teleforce", with which 
he said airplane motors would be melted at a distance 
of 250 miles so that an invisible Chinese wall of 
defense would be built around the country against any 
attempted attack by an enemy airforce no matter how 
large. ‘According to TESLA, this "teleforce" was 
based on an entirely new pringéple of Physics that 
"no one has ever dreamed about" and was different from 
the yrinciple embodied in his inventions relating to 
the transmission d electrical power from:a distance, 
for which he received a number of basic patents. 


TESLA stated that this new type of force would 
operate through a beam one hundredth millionth of a 
square cigéagimeter in diameter and could be . 
generated from a special plant that would cost no more 
than two million dollars and would take only about three 
months to castruct. TESLA stated that. a dren such = 
plants located at strategic points along the toast, 
according to TESLA, would be enough to defand the 
United States against all possible aerial attacks. 
TESLA stated that this beam would melt any engine 
and would also ignite explosives aboard any bomber. 
TESLA stated that no possible defense against it could 
be devised and he asserted that the beam would be all 
penetrating. 


2. 


_ 








NY 65-12290 


| _ {PESLA stated to Mr. LAWRENCE that he 
‘makes one important stipulation before he would 

divulge this secret to the United States Government 

and that was that should the United Stats Government 
flecide to take up his offer, he would go to work ats. 
‘once but that the United States Government would have 
to trust him. TESLA stated that he would suffer .- . 
"no interference from experts." ca Fe OM eee 


: ‘In this "New York Times" article Mr. LAWRENCE 
commented that with conditions as they were in 1940, 
and with the United States getting ready to spend . 
millions of dollars for National Defense, Mr. TESLA's 
great reputation as an inventor, who ajways was many ° | 
years ahead of his time, should be given careful “° 

' eonsideration. Mr. LAWRENCE steed, in his opinion, 

the United States Government should take Mr. TESLA 

at his word and commission him to go ahead with the 
construction of his "teleforce" plant. 


The New York file of Mr. TESLA bears no 
indication that any additional developments were 
carried on in connection with TESA's invention and 
whether or not TESLA fully divulged his new plan 
to the United States Government. ri aa 


TESLA died at the age of 85 on January 7, 1943. 


we WEB provided a two page copy of the 
above mentioned newsletter which Mr. and Mrs. STORM | b1 
have been distributing in connection with the alleged b7C 
4nvention by TESLA, which, according to Mr. ad 
Mrs. STORM, consists of a radio type machine known as 
- the Tesla S8t which was invented by Mr. TESLA in 1938 
for interplanetary communication. Mr. and Mrs. STORM” 
claim that TESLA's engineers did not complete the : 
Tesla Set until.after TESLA's @eath in 1943. Mr. arid 
‘Mrs. STORM claim that this Set was placed in opemtion 
in 1950 and since that time TESLA enginpaers’ have been 
in close touch with space ships. etc. | 
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NY 65-12290 


The dewaierven furnished by Mr. GB :c10800 bTb 


‘ the following names: > te b72 
“MARGEET STORM , 
- JOHN S | e 
Seti al ee SSEL, Yuces ‘valley, . california ee | 


mae, Tendon, ‘Eogiand 


The files of the New York Office containe ; 
no pertinent information regarding any of the Ht O pihe 
above mentioned individuals. ; fi aA ect. * 


F TWO photostatic ‘copies of ‘thts juasletter 
are being sent to the Bureau for purposes of 
information while one copy is being submitted to aa 
the Los Angeles Office‘for information purposes. 
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Lear Sir: ' 
TE 3-80 Gale 

I an hopeful thet you can’ nélp me obtain certain information» — 
cn records and data, which belonged to Dr. Nixole’Tesla. Nei fe 
ie was an Electrical Engineer anc prolific inventor. 7°77 

He was born in Yugoslavia in 1856 and died in the 
United States, New York City, January 7th, 1943. He was a 
naturalized citizen of tnis country. 


ir. J. Edgar Hoover an MIFORMATION CC ‘TAINED 
A at 


Tne only informetion I cculd find cf nis reccrds was 
é report that tne F.b.1. resoved nis pavers for exainination, 
and that the records were sealed by the custodian of alien 
property. 


I nave been uoing some tneoretical resecren of my 
own, waicn I believe wey be alone tne same lines he followecd 
in certain of nis exneriments. I zlso believe tne development 
of his ideas vould be in the interest of cur country rec.uraless 


of who Gevelopes tnen. 


If it is at all possitie for me to nave access to 
at least some of nis exnerineitel «crx, I would certainly 
appreciate it. I samnot cble, by reason of the vast finances, 
which would be rejulred, tc conduct such experiments uyself, 
so tne cata ne mace and collected would be invcluable. 


Of course, it is possible thet nis records do not 

eentcin material pertinent to his electronics work, tecuuse 

ae whet I uncerstana frosi recéing about him, he Eept most 

of his reccrds in his heac enc wrste down. very little of nis 
Gata. 


It is also nossidle that sowe of nis iceag ere 
inipractical, but I feel sure tnat certain of nis ideuws will 
be of immense value to our country within the next several 
cecuces cr even before, if they are Gevelopec at a rapid rate. -;- 


” 


I would appreciate hearing from ycu on the ,subject, 
if you have any infoenation eeu to it, wnich ycu coula 


make avaeilahle to me. a - 92 39 ; y 


Y \ Sincere?) 
ee 16 MAR 18 2659 
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Dr. | ‘Tesle's acettecta: we are unable to supply the aineriation © you 
requested. 
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ee “NOTE: “atiles | reflect no » recotd on Peae sitive 8 contol? Fase 
Mee ‘tke of reply has been utilized in the past in. answering similar inquiries. 
Bey ellta Saat Dover Meare ck Belmonts to, Boardman 3 
“ electrical. inventgr. . “Bureau WAS: ‘not involyed in: 
a at contaniring } his effects wis done 
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‘it, appropriating bis property. 
Office of Alien Property of the-Department ; 
-. reply is ae in.snswer te related 1 
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NOTE! Buflle 100-2387 reflects that Dr. ‘Tesla was aw 
. “@lectrical inventor, and at the time of his 
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dountry's security it 2 

; ' book, | "Prodigal Genius "by .- 
_dotn J, D'Nail, Sljeges that the FETteok over a gartnin ante gnd opened. ~ 
Bufiles tleatly indicate that ‘it was the’ ° 

) did so, and the shove, 
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: e- Mohr 
UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT [bea A. 
Memorandum ened 

McGuire 
TO >: MR, rrorrsyt vp a 7 Mp paTE: 12-6-60 Tenn 
‘ Sa : y ‘ a sulinven = 
ae fh fp, . Tele. Room __. 
From : <A. K. Bowls | Tes ion C copies 
7 = 3 CL “Oy bho ; 
SA, sy y.- 
SUBJECT: NIKOLA TESLA (DECEASED) Cp fy 7M, D We Sin 


ss eee: 


or 
4. 


INFORMATION CONCERNING _—— 










Bost0n, Masse setts, telephone 
by switchboard because he wanted to talk with someone in charge of records 
of deceased. a: he is making a research study for U. S. Air Force 
on subject of geo cs. His deadline is ten deys from now. aid 
he just discovered a sentence in a book by John JX O'Neill entit e 
‘Prodigal Genius -- The Life of Nikola Tesla," whith states the FBI took 
stody of papers from Tesla's safe after his death in New York City in 
1933. Tesla was a world-famous Yugoslav scientist and inventor in the 
electrical field who died January 7, 1943, in New York (ity. re- 
quested immediate access to Tesla's scientific works which m light 


on research study. I told we would haye somebody from ' 
our Boston Office contact him imm ely. ‘y) 


Bureau file 100-2237 shows no investigation of Tesla has been con- 
bT7Cc ducted by Bureau. Since erroneous statement concerning FBI's taking 

| custody of papers from Tesla's safe after his death appeared in O'Neill's - a) 
book published in 1944, Bureau has received numerous inquiries from 
scientists desiring to review Tesla's writings. Each inquiry has been 
answered by stating FBI did not participate in handling Tesla's effects, but 
information has come to our attention that Office of Alien Property of Depart- 
ment of Justice may have examined Tesla's effects. (File indicates that A 
representatives of Office of Alien Property did actually review Tesla's ra 
possessions, including his writings, but file does not show what final dispost= 
tion was made of Tesla's possessions.) 















A teletype to Boston Division was prepared, but before it was sent 
GE: !ephoned again to furnish me the exact page in O'Neill's book in 
ch he refers to the FBI. At that time I cle statement in the 
book was untrue -- that the FBI had not examined or-taken custody of Tesla's 


papers. I suggested t that he might contact Office of Alien Property. 
(Therefore, teletype to Boston was not necessary.) /C0- 2 2S 7- } 
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pa, - Wayne, Indiana 
-¢ 7% February.14, 1961 












Federal Bureau of Investigation “TE INFORMATION CONTAINED 


Department of information 


Se Et eet a ITE AS UNCLASSIFIED 7 
Vear Sir: CATE Z-F96_ By hn fete 


I am a college student who is doing a research paper 
on Nikeia Testa: As I was collecting the material for my 
paner, I discovered that at the time of Tesla's death, the 
department of the F.B.I. confiscated the data and papers 


that Tesla had cc-llected from his research in the field of 


electricity. This confiscation of hi material was stated 
: ores J: o Neil 


in the PRODIGAL GENIUS by J.JMO'Neil, published in 1944 at 
New York city by iashburn Inc. 


¢ 
ee eS a 


I have developed an interest in the discoveries and d 
accom>lishments of Tesla that is presently limited by the 


shortage of factual material. If in your files, you have 


‘ 


any information concerning Nikola Tesla that you are per- 
mitted to release, I will Sincerly appreciate your co- 


operation in helping me give the proper recognition to this 

EC. 53/09" 47 37- A 
pets I have listed e 
3 FEB28 1961 


EX.«/O4H [ened & 
1. Born in 1856 at Smiljan, Crotia, now Yugoslavia eS 
2, Came to America in 1884 and was employed for a h& 


great scientist and American. 


facts that may be helpful to you: | 


Short time with the Edison Co. at Orange, N.J. 
3 Wied on January 7, 1942 at New York city 


~e@ 





Thanking you for your time and co-operation that I have «@ 
a) 


taken, I remain, 
ey 


° a Ci 


’ 












” 


xe | 


Tolson —____ 
Parsons 
Mohr 
Belmont 

Callahan 
Conrad —____ 














DeLoach 
Evans 
Malone 
Rosen 
Tavel 
Trotter 

w.cC. Sullivan 




















Tele. Room 
Ingram 
Gandy 





effects, we are unabie to supply the information you desire. 9 yf 


’ correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a 
- world-famous electrical inventor, and at the titne of his death, ee Lee 
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| Your letter of February 14, 1961, tins: pase aan ao 
 eecaved: and the interest which dL shine you to write is es ae 
i : ee 8 oe pylon mat ae , oe ee ae a 


In response to your éiiaguiry. I wish to gaviae 
that our files reflect that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla 
were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien me ey Se 
Property of the Department of Justice ahd. net.by the FRE... poy Téilg ” 
Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's — =, 

as 


rs _ “Bincerely yours; | . ee. i 
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4% John Edgar Hoover 
(ato. | Director. | 
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of his personal papers and effects were. -believed dangerous tote * 


Denis s security if they fell into {authorized hands, “The 


Prodigal Genius," by Jaha J. O'Neil. alleges that the FBI took, in 
over a ¢értain Sate and opened it, appropriating his ‘property. e> @ Me 
Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property 
the Department who did so, and the above reply is forwarded in. 
answer to related inquiries. ay sc 
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November <1, 1962 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 


Washington 25, D.C. 


ewes 


Gentlemen: 


iwrer se ee ee 


I am making a study, motivated out of personal curiosity, into the 


life and yworks of Hike tesla. Mr. Tesla died on January 7, 1943 in the 
Dr 


+q0e 


Hotel New Yorker. Since F.B.I. Operatives opened his safe and took his 


ey wees 


papers for examination, I wonfer if these paners are available for perusal? 
If they are available, where would they be located, snd are copies available 
to the public? 
I ama citizen of the United States, end have been cleared for security--- 
the latest one being for wor on ‘Air Force Sentracts for Eastman. Kodak. Companys/ 
Thank you very much for any information or help you may be able to 


give me in this matters? Ae 





New York <2, NeYe. 
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information you desire. 


S|" Bufile 100-2237 shows that Dr. Tesla was one of the world's 
;  * outstanding scientists in the elec 


-. ‘hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius, 
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” Your letter of November gist has been received. 


- In response to your inquiry, I would like to point 
out that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after 
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of 
Justice and not by the FBI. Since this Bureau did not participate 
in the handling of Dr. Tesla's effects, Iam unable to supply the 


ace eae 
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| Sincerely yours, 


J. Edgar Hoover 


John Edgar Hoover - 
' Director 





NOTE: Bufiles contain no record identifiable with correspondent. - - 
trical field, and at the time of 


-his death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed 
dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized 
'' by John J. O'Neil, alleges _ 


that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it,. appropriating 


Dr. Tesla's property. Bufiles clearly indicate thatit was the Office 


of Alien Property of the Department, which @id so, and the above reply 
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Scott AFB, Ml. 
10 March 1964, 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington 25, D. C. . 


Dear Sirs, 


For some time, have beep, wondering about the matter 
of what was reported on the late Nikola’Tesla, the inventor. He died 
during early January 1943, while in residence at the Hotel New Yorker, 
New York City. Accounts ‘have it that his beléngings (papers, etc.) were 
studied. Would appreciate learning if anything can be learned about this. 


Am hoping to be on leave, and in Washington, along the third 
week of April. This is mentioned, in case it is possible to view anything 
relating to the question. 


Sincerely, 
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Your letter of March 10th has been received. 
In response to your inquiry, I would like to point out 
that the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, 
partment of Justice and not 


by the Office of Alien Property of the De 
the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 








effects, Iam unable to supply the information you desire. 
ao sx 
Sincerely yours, 77° pa 
= x 
GD a 
& Edgar Hoover Ky = — 
MAILED 19 SG K 
John Edgar Hoover > %& 
Director S 
=(/ eo 


MAR 18 1964 






NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent, 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous électrical inventor, 
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed 
dangerous to the country’s security if they fell into unauthorized hands, The 
book, '' Prodigal Genius," by John J. O Neil, alleges that the FBI took overa 
‘certain safe and opened it, appropriating his property. Bufiles clearly indicate 
that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department whihdid so, and the 


ul above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. - 
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Sir, 
Teslo 
According to ''Prodical Genius, Nikola Festa" 
by J. J. O'Neil (a book) some papers were taken from the 
safe of Mr. Festa about 1945 yr. Is this true. If so are the 


papers declasified yet? If so may I obtain a copy? 
Zip 62095 


1, ED v2: 


ree 


Dre ag Pipe ryt (a book.) sont } 
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Your card of June 16th has been received. 
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by the FBI. Since we did not partic 
effects, I am 
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J. Edgar Hoover 


NOTE: No record could be located in Bufiles identifiable with correspondent. 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical invento: 
and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's Security if they fell into unauthorized hana: 
The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took ove: 
a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his Property. Bufiles clearly 
indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the Department which did sc 
and the above reply is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. . 








OREGON STATL JNIVERSITY CORVALLIS, OREGON 97331 


DEPARTMENT OF GENERAL SCIENCE 





SCHOOL OF SCIENCE Reply to: 


- March 28, 1967 


FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION “™L IMEQPMATION CONTAINED 


Department of Information 
Sth Street & Pennsylvania Aven, N.W. 
Washington 25, D. C. 20535 





Dear Sirs: 


I am a student of the history of science at Oregon State University, and 
I am attempting to write a research paper on a very eccentric scientist 
who died in 1943. His name was Nikola~Tesla, a naturalized American of 
Serbian extraction, and he died in his hotel room in New York City on 
January 8, 1943. 


During the years leading up to World War II, Nikola Tesla supposedly 
invented a "Death Ray" which could destroy several hundred aircraft. Mr. 
Tesla was a very prolific and creative genius during his early years but 
gradually became something of a crackpot in his old age. As a student of 
the history of science, it is important to determine whether or not Tesla 
had any valid ideas in the plans for his death ray. Tesla invented the 
fluorescent light and also was one of the first scientists to discover 
X-Rays--hence there may be some possibility that his death ray might 
actually have been some crude type of laser. 


In Tesla's biography, "Prodigal Genius", by John J. O'Neill, the author 


States on page 277: re 
"Operatives from the F.B.I. came to Tesla's hotel | ke 
p 


room shortly after his death and opened the safe 
in his room. They took the papers that it con- 
tained in order to examine them for a reported 
secret invention of possible use in the war..." 


I am trying to locate Tesla's secret and unpublished writings concerning 
his death ray. I have searched the literature quite thoroughly and’ have 
found nothing. Does the F.B.I. still have these papers or can you tell 
where I might be able to obtain these writings for examination? Any 
assistance or information that you may lend me will be very much appre- 
ciated. 





April 3, 1967 
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Your letter of March 28th has been received. 


In response to your inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office 
of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by the 
FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
effects, I am unable to furnish the information you desire. 


Sincerely yours, 
*. Edgar Hoover 





sti, 
John Edgar Hoover 5 hos 


Director 4 yy: 
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PUSORMIAT| 2 7 OOo eBIEDS, 1969 

PEPENIS UNCLASSIFIED 
Dear Mr. Hoover, feces : 
DATE_2.3-&% whale 


In the year 1943 the F. B.I. confiscated all of the papers 
and maybe some of the machines of physicist, Nikola’Tesla. These 
papers were his experiments and ideas at the time of his death. Accord- 
ing to the books I've read, these papers were confiscated on the grounds 
of the enemy getting ahold of his ideas and apply them to war machines. 


I have studied all of the material on this man and have 
found him to be more intelligent than the great “Brain” of his time, 
Thomas Edison. 


Why without Nikola Tesla there would be Westinghouse 
Company as we know today. This is the man who harnessed Niagara i 
Falls, and was the one and only man who could see the possibilities of 
Alternating Current when men like Edison said "it would never work. "' / y 


What I am wondering is, maybe these papers could be 
reclassified from whatever ''Top Secret" classification they now have 
and be made available for study by the people who understand and can 
gain knowledge from them. 


I would be willing to pay for reproductions of his experiments 
if nothing else. He still has a great many ideas that have never been tried. 


It disturbs me to think that everyone has forgotten about 
the ideas of this man when he was so advanced for his time. 


I can say with assurance that no man alive can say that he 
knows all of Tesla's ideas. And studying other a s ideas is the way 


to advance in science faster. Pe 100-¢A3 1 - 

€ > 

a oh I hope something can be done to get these ere 
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Your letter of February 25th has been received. 








In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Prop- 
erty of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since we did 
not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, I am unable 
to furnish the information you desire. G:cpepy of your communication 
has been referred to the Department of Justice. 
Sincerely yours, 


MAILED 10 J. Edgar Hoover 
MAR 4 - 1969 
| et 


COMM-FBI 





NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
lo at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
Reg 7 believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthor- 
ized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius, '' by John J. O'Neil, alleges 
3 that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his 
" property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the Office of Alien Prop- 





Blech ~«~S|Sé«erty ‘of the Department which did so, and the above reply is forwarded 
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in answer to related inquiries. Copy of letter referred to Assistant 
Attorney General, Civil Divisio LOD. of the Department. 
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szincoln Park, N.J. 7035 
April 8, 1970 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Director of Central Records 
Washington, D.C. 


Dear Sir: ni kole 


I am doing a research paper on Nickola Tesla and would 
appreciate it if you could please provide me with the 
following information. 


That information being why did your Bureau impound his 
personal effects immediately after his death on 
January 7, 1943. Secondly, could you provide a list 
of those effects, and lastly, when were they released 
and to whom were they given. 


b7C j 


Thanking you for the information } 
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In reply to your inquiry of April 8th, the effects 


of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the 

Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by 

the FBI. Since we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
belongings, Iam unable to furnish the information you desire. 

A copy of your communication has been referred to the Depart- 
ment of Justice. for any help it may be able to offer. 


Sincerely yours, 


! Edgar Hoover 2 ay 
MAILED 9 | John Edgar Hoover 4 : 
APR 14 1970 Director & 


COMM-FBI 
NOTE: Bufiles contain no information identifiable with corresponden:. 
Bufile 100-2237 reflects that Dr. Yesla was a world-famous electrical 
inventor, and at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and 
effects were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell 
into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius, 't by John J. 
O'Neil, alleges that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating his property. Bufiles cleariy indicate that it was the 

iee of Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above 
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July 8, 1970. . ~ 


if 
NETS 7S ‘§o_b et 
Mr. J. Edgar Hoover, Sere 
Director, 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, a 
Washington D. C. C 


Dear Sir, E Jt tb _ tesle 


. Iam writing this to you as I believe that most of the government is infil- 
trated with foreign agents, aud there is a very good chance this could be of extreme 
importance for the defense of our nation. 


I met a man a number of years ago that was raised on Long Island in the 
neighborhood where Mr. Tesla, inventor of the Tesla Coil, had his lab. He told ae 
of Mr. Teslats notes blowing down the street when the junk men were dismantling his 
equipment. It would be a wonderful thing is some of these notes were salvaged and 


could be found. 


Mr. Tesla was at least a century ahead of his time. He sent radio signals 
around the world seventeen years prior to Mr. Marconi, who received the credit, and 
pioneered many fields. He was so far advanced that he had to invent a special math 
to keep up with his work. 


He, on several accasions talked before the scientists of the world and 
became very angry at their inability to understand him, and due to this was violently 
disliked and cidnot receive acknowledgement for his discoveries. One of the notes 
read by this man told of the radic transmission of electricity being brought toa 


high degree of effiency. "= 
| 

Now here is the thing that should be investigated throughly. During my 

High School education, in the winter of either 19-25-26 or 1926-27, I made a 

currant events report on an article appearing in a small publication of that name 

that was received weekly at the Troy Highschool, Troy Montana. It stated in tais 

article that Mr. Tesla had made an offer to the Congress of the United States that 

if they would install radio transmission towers at every 150 miles around the border 

of this country, that he would install equipment that would broadcast a vertical 

plane of energy beyond the atmosphere through which no material object could pass 

as it would shatter or lose it's monecular coohesion. It was refused. 

There is a good chance that this data is in the files of congress. What 


a defence, and boy do we need it. EX-l17 REC-3 TPR Qieers 8 7 | q 


I have had some results along this line with structured vortices of mag- 
netic fields, but do not have the technic,l equipment or knowledge to carry out 
further experiments. The theory is quite simple and deals with part ietemaccelerat—- 





jon, and it works to the best of my knowledge. 9 Jul ae te 
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July 15, 1970 
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DATE EY 


Your letter was received on July 13th and the interest 
which prompted you to write to me is appreciated. With respect to 
your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after 
his death, - by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice 
a the FBI did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belong- 
ings. “In addition, this Bureau is strictly an investigative agency of 
the-Federal Government and matters such as you mentioned do not 
cone within the scope of this Bureau's authority. 

Sincerely yours, 


J. Edgar Hoover 










MAKED 
JUL 15 1970 
COMM-FBI 





| John Edgar Hoover 
Director 





NOTE? no record of correspondent. Bufile 100-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and, 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized 
hands. Bufiles indicate that the Office of Alien Property of the Department 
__ appropriated his property and replies similar to the above have been used ' 
{ 


a Ae angwer related inquiries. 
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NABNASSET, MASS 
01861 
6 DECEMBER 1971 
FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 
WASHINGTON, D.C. 
Dear Sir: 

I have recently begun a collection and reading file of all 
matters pertaining to yiro1kPeslee In so doing I was amazed to find 
that upon his death; Jamuery 7, 1943, in NYC, your bureau confined 
his paperse May I ask if you still "have them in jail". I - extremely 
interested in his work(s) and am trying to establish my own "Tesla" 


librarye Your assistance would be greatly appreciated. 


Very truly yours, 
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December 14, 1971 


iyo 2237500 “4 L INFORMATION CONTAINED 


cc? gm HEREIN [S UNCLASSIFIED 
‘ ‘DATE? 3-£¢ 8B 
bTC OM ' ssac tts. 01861" | 


f Dearl tow es 
pttay yp. 
In response to your inquiry, the effects of 
pr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the 
office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and 
not by the FBI. We dic not participate in the handling 
of Dr. Tesla's belongings in any way. Copies of your 


gommunication and my reply have been referred to the 
,Department of Jastice. 











ao 


iw 


f 
Your letter of December 6th has been received. 


Sincerely yours, 


J, Edgar Hoover 
5) | John Edgar Hoover > 
ae Director li 
$ ‘~ hi. 


: . 7 
NOTE: Bufiles contain no record correspondent. Dr. Tesla 
was world-famous electrical inventor, and at death, his 
effects believed dangerous to country's security. "Prodigal 
Genius," by John J. O'Neil, alleges FBI took safe and appro- 
priated his property. Above reply previously given to same 
inquiries. (100-2237) Material sent to the Assistant 
Attorney, Civil Division, of the Department. 














LJ f A 
MI e 5 ? 

Tolson —_______ Nijam (4) ? aL - 
Felt ——_—— 4 at r- ry Fy t 4 é : 

Rosen re & L ‘ ; f : z 
Mohr __ > aS nee . i. . Eng 
Bishop Ay ea : b : te 
Miller, E.S. —— pcan 
Callahan ; re re 

Casper = - or woes! 


Conrad — 
Dalbey ____——_ 
Cleveland —___ 
Ponder —__-____ 





Bates 


ts : Ni | 

Tav el X in F ; ,) . a Oa 

ris 8 DEC 2 4 1971 — . gi 
ee a 








Tele. Room, ve 
Holmes 
Gandy 





are MAIL ROOML_] TELEBYPE UNITT_| 


Federal Bureau Of Investigation 
Ninth Street and Pennsylvania 
Northeast washington D. C. 20535 


Dear Sirs, 


Upon rea ding a biography on Nikola“fesla. I found the urge to 
read more cn him and his works. At the end of the book it was 
stated that the F.B.I. went to his hotel room gatherdd up his 
papers and locked them in a vault. The thing I would like to 
know is the real reason they were locked up and if it would be 
possible to see some of these records and any other works of 


his. 


I can think of only one possible reason a& to cause of his 
records being locked up ani that is because he was too far 
advanced for his time. This s-ems to be the only logical 
Solution, but, with technolozy much more advanced now than in 
his time it would seem likely that scientists take over where 


he left off. 


Please let me know If I can look at the records and if you can 
please answer my question of the real reason his records were 


locked up. 
Thank You 
ii 7 
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Your letter was received on October 26th. 





In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were impounced, after his death, by the Office of Alien 
Property of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since 
we did not participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, 
I am unable to furnish the information you desire. I am forward- 
ing a copy of your communication and of this reply to the 
Department of Justice. 


Sincerely yours, 
L, Patrick Gray Iii ' 


L. Patrick Gray, III 
Acting Director 
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NOTE: Correspondent is not identifiable in Bufiles. Bufile 100-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the tife of ‘his death, all of his personal, papers and effects were 
believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into 
unauthdwized hands.’‘The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neil, 
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April 11, 1973 


eal IN “ORMATION CONTAINED 
-EPEIN 1S UNCLASSIGIE 
DATE 7-3-¥0_B 






AY 
Your letter was received on April 9th. 


In response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien Property 
of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. Since we did not 
participate in the handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, Iam unable to 
furnish the information you desire. A copy of een communication and 
of this reply have been referred to the Department of Justice. 


maseia yours, 
con Ae See EL 


L. Patrick Gray, Hl 
Acting Director 


NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. {putile 100-2237 reflects 
that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his 
death, all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous to the 
country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal 
Genius, '' by John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and 
opened. it, appropriating his ‘property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was the 
Office of ‘Alien Property of the Department which did so, and the above reply 
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Mr. Callahan iS forwarded in answer to related inquiries. /Copy of letter referred to the 

Mr. Cevelaé— Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division pf the “Department. ) 
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June 2C, 1973 


“ederal Bureau of Investigation 
DeDdartment of Justice 


Eeurlier nh _2 1 JS UNSLASSIEJED 
iit, 2 E22 BLY Iiaal 


Gentlemen: 


ae Ne, ao AED 


I would like to know ff any microfilm or other 
rerroductions of ikola Tesla's notes and papers exist at 
your office. Tesla was a famous scientist who died in 
New York City. The Federal Bureau of Investigation entered 
his safe shortly after this to remove his papers for 
examination for the war effort. After the war the papers 
were offered to any sroup that would start a museum to 
house them. No one accested and the capers were finally 
seit to the Tesla Museum in Belgrade, YusosSlavia, sometime 
in the eorly 1950's, possibly just before 1954. Tesla was 
the inventor of all ac motors and the polyphase systen, as 
well as all flourescent and neon lamps. He was a major 
sioneer in the early days of radio and discovered many 
of the earl. principles of radar. He declined nomination 
of a Nobel prize. He was a naturali,ed citizen of America 
and said he valued his citizenship papers above all his 
awards and possessions. Despite this, all his papers were 
sent to another nation. 

I would like to exarine some of his papers from 1899 and 
later without having to fly to Yugoslavia. I have only 


seen a condesnsed copy of his research from Colorsdo Qe 
Springs, but am unable to obtain copies. The principles _ bo 
and equipment are rather out-of-date and well-known, but still VU 
useful in my research. 

I would greatly aopreciate helo in this matter. 


ee REC-2 - eae on 


\ 
\ 
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P.S. Tesla died in January of 1943 and shortly after #ets ~~~ 
the Daders were removed from his safe. The original 

copies of these papers were sent abroad prior to 1954, as 

IT believe it was in that year the Yusgoslavs founded the 


-. Tesla Museum (not to be confused with the Tesla Institute). 
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Your letter was received on June 25th. 


In response to your inquiry, the effects of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his death, Ly the as 
Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and 
not by the FBI. Since we did not Participate in the 
handling of br. Tesla's belongings, I am unable to furnish 
the information you desire. A copy of your communication 


and of this reply have been referred to the Department 
of Justice, 


Sincerely yours, 
William D. Ruckelshaus 


William Db. Ruckelshaus 
Acting Director oe 

















l Pd 

were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fel] = 
into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by — 
ae. John J. O'Neill, alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe ® 
ieee and opened it, appropriating his Property. Bufiles Clearly , Nees 
mn indicate that it was the Office of Alien Property of the ? 
tae Department that did SO, and the above reply is forwarded in _— 
all ANSwer to related inquiries, Copy of letter referred to the 
bale Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division of the Department. ) 
npn “INN: cmc (4) 
==. ie 3 | 
: = ate? 
a 94) "1873 
an MAIL ROOM [7] TELETYPE UNIT [_] 


DWnited Dtates Denate 


June 26, 1973 , 


! Respectfully referred to; 


nal Liaison 
au of Investigation 


fF Justice 
20530 


se 


Congressio 
Federal Bure 
Department Oo 
Washington, D- Cc. 


—_*: 
a 


Because of the desire of this office to be 
responsive to all inquiries and communications, 


your consideration of the attached is 


Your findings and views, 
along with return of the 


requested. in 


duplicate form, 
will be appreciated by 


enclosure, 
Senator Bab-Packwood 
ATTN: Us Pah’ Ho lmer 

Form #2 
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20 Jun: 1973 


Bear Senator Packwood, 


‘ 


Thoush in Alaska temporarily worr ing oO a micitary vontragi, IT stil consider myself 


an Onegon resident, hence it is to you a ree 
oe fetes re 
ting pyy days at Reed College, I be scame luberested in a fascinating Osech physicist, 
Nicolai~Tesla, Proffessor Tesla emi grated ng: this countyry in tie twenlios, I 
leve, end did some of his most orig: inal “ere. Tos 


la had a nacultar bent of mind,’ 
in his younger days he was often called z “had so sicutlet and aid not publish 
extensively when he came to wie US. Most of the extant relanmy material is in 
untranslated Czech, Tesla wa OMeNEys ano cxtersive novo caker, Tbe tnought 1% 
Strange that upon his jen ‘none of nis notes fre nis Anevican pesiod evnr 
anmveared, Jpon discussing this with « frienmt, Twa: inforned that all of ‘ir, Tesila's 
motes were confiscated bv tne FRI, I canrat conceive: now these nolLes on physics 

eni electricity can in any way endanzer ths national Safety, I 1% seems chat Mr, 

doover in nis zeal, had confisvated mater: al. whose only sin wes a radical appreach 


2 cience. There is indication that mic’: oe? “vofessor Testa's later work concerned 


+ 
Cg 


\ ver. novel aprroach to tine theory. igodls $$3 tO Say, it nus been radical approaches 
%o Dhisics et have oven our greatest scicutifie advances ir moderna times, 
viz. Hinstein, Heisenberg, et al. 


as wondering if your office might be able to determine if these papers are 
1il extant, and if so, see to it that the public hare access to themg It would 
a Shame to see all of Nicolai. Teslas work to have been in vain, 


excuse my typirs;,; in all the thousanis of words I typed trying to ret 2 


~s'ss 


a 
Lideral education, I never did master the tynevriter. 
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July 5, 1973 
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, on CONT NINED 
ot ae 1 INFORMAT 
ercan ih sommes gen SUL Ze oi 


Washington, D. C.- 20510 DATE 2 
Dear Senator Packwood : 


this is/'to acknowledge receipt of your communication 
date ne nc ng a letter from your constituent, 
Mr who is temporarily employed in Alaska. 


| b1C In response co te ER cuir central files 
ef the Federal Bureav of Investigation indicate that the 


effects of UT. wikola Tesla were {impounded after his deatn 
py the Dffice of Alien Property of the Department of Justice 
ana not by the FsI. Since we did not participate in the 
handling of Dr. Tesla's belongings, 1 am unable to furnish 
the information you desire. 











Iam returning your enclosure as you requested. 


Sincerely yours, 


p. Ruckersbaus 










william 
william D. Ruckelshaus a 
Acting Director | a 

| Nae 
Mr. Felt 1 - Portland -~ En¢losures (2) Roe 
anh aa 1 - Congressiona Services Office - Enclosures (2) 
Mr. Callshen— NOTE: Bufiles cordial correspondence with Senator h7C 
ee Packwood. Mr. is not identifiable in Bufiles 


Lu. purale: 100+ M™Mecsla was a world-famous 
efi ee electrical /inv¢nt}or, and at the time of his death, all of his 
a effects were believed dangerous to the countr 


Mt. Soyws _-_ personal 
oe Ee security ell into unauthorized hands. The book, "Prod1¢ 
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July 19, 1973 


| cant ATCT CONTAINED 
cet |g UNCLASSIESY 

wee 2-3 

ichardson, Texas | 


Dear v7 


» 
Your letter was received on July 16th. In 


response to your inquiry, the effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla 


were impounded, after his death, by the Office of Alien 


Property of the Department of Justice and not by the FBI. 
Since we aid gat sagtucivave in the handling of Dr. Tesla's 
belongings, I am unable to furnish the information you 
desire. A copy of your communication and of this reply have 
been referred to the Department of Justice. 


Sincerely yours, 
C, M. Kelley, 





© 
Clarence M. Kelley 

Director 
NOTE: Bufiles contain no record of correspondent. (Bufile 100-2237 
reflects that Dr. Tesla was a world-famous electrical inventor, and 
at the time of his death, all of his personal papers and effects 
were believed dangerous to the country's security if they fell into 
unauthorized hands. The book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neill 
alleged that the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, 
appropriating property. Bufiles clearly indicate that it was 
the Office of Al/ien Property of the Department which did so, and 
the above Yr; is forwarded in answer to related inquiries. Copy 
of letter re ed to the Assistant Attorney General, Civil Division 
of the Dépar C:) 
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Director oe . 
- Federal Bureau of tnvestigation eee a 
Washington D. se eee | ; = — a ALL FORMATION CONTAINED. 
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connected, I wish to ‘understand that extent. r do, “appreclate, 


your Ferner ens my communication - to. “the, appropriate pereens in: 


Also, to what persen were. . the , perloined papers. , delivered? ‘aus 

of the agents invelved would be. appreciated, As te what happened. 

to any other effects of nies that ie problbilO8 quesston mere ably Z 
§ JOO — 2-2-37—4 ee 

answered by the 0.A. Pes yet. if Bureau a agent paitieipatedaancin! 

they may have dene so on ‘other eccasions. If the personszwhesdis 1973 

epen the safe were NOT FBI agents, then we are faced withthe. fact. 


that persons aparently pesed as Bureau operatives, an even more 


wd interesting situation. Pebhaps this whets your own curiosity ab e 
geb B-3-73 CORRES? fo cee 
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DATE 23-80 B 


| Your letter, which was received on July 30th, has 
been reviewed and I would like to point out that FBI Agents were 
not involved in removal of papers from the safe of Dr. Nikola 
Tesla, nor did we at any time have custody of his property. 


I realize there have been some written accounts 
that our Agents acquired Dr. Tesla's belongings; however, these 
accounts are simply not true. You can be assured we were abso- 
lutely not responsible and there was no impersonation involved. 


Sincerely yours, 


C. M. Kelley 


Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


NOTE: Correspondent had written in mid-July and asked about the effects 

of Dr. Tesla and he was advised that the Office of Alien Property had 
participated in removing his effects from his hotel room. A copy of his 
communication was referred to the Department of Justice. Bufiles indicate 
clearly that after Dr. Tesla's death some relatives opened the safe in his 
hotel room with the help of a locksmith and, thereafter, the Office of 
Alien Property confiscated all of his belongings. Bufile 100-2237 mentions :: 
that the FBI was advised of the existence of this property; however, inasmucl 
as the Office of Alien Property was handling Dr. Tesla's effects , the 

Bureau had absolutely no hand in the entire matter. 





June 9, 1975 


Federal Bureau of Investigation 
U.S. Department of Justice 
Washington D.C. 20535 


Sirs: 


We recently contacted the San Francisco “31 
office and a review of their files revealed," Ke 
information concerning the scientist Nikol@“r‘esla —~ 
2 or his papers which we understand to have ~2en 
imoounded. 


If you could make a thorough investigation-~ ~~ 
of all files and materials available to you, we 
would greatly appreciate the correspondence of 
any information that might be discovered. 


Thank you, 
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This will acknowledge your letter of June 9th. 
In response to your inquiry, the papers of 


TOBE, a .! 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were « efter his death, by the 
Office of Alien a ae ad the Department of Justice. 
Sincerely yours, 


C, M. Kelley 
Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


+—_The Deputy -Atterney General ——Encicosure, 
~Attention+—Ssusen-M,_Heuser— 


NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indicates that Dr. Tesla was a 

world famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his 
death his personal papers and effects were impounded by 
Office of Alien Property for national security reasons. 
Since Tesla's death in 1943 the Bureau has received numerous 
inquiries about the disposition of his technical papers. 


Assoc. Dir. 











Dep. ADAdm. =The above reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries. 

re Abies —  Bufiles contain no information identifiable with requesters. 
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TO 
- Kensington, Md. <0795 


13 November 1975 


Mr. Clarence Kelley | 
Ces MA PPAR ATION CONTA 


Fade 
F.B.I. t oe fo tro eany ve 


| hoards 
Washington, D.C. 20535 Cie 1D SteGL AS SIFTED 

MEL SMO BY SA a Lae 
Desr Mr. Kelley: | 


In reply to the letter of 10 November from your offiee: 


I restate that I was not asking about the existenee or 
. non-existence of any investigative information oe 
Ce: » but on his teehnical papers seized on his death 
in 1943 and reported in the papers ef that time, 


The reason given in the reply from your offiee, the 
second paragraph, as to why I eannot eet any infoers- 
ation on Tesla's papers makes ne sense in itself er 

in reply te my inquiry. The thtra paragraph stating 

the conditions under which ea search will be made 

is a clear bureaucratie circumvention of the Freedom 

of Information Act and an excuse On the part of the 
individual handling my request for, doing any work be-~ 
yond the drafting of a letter. Will it be the decision 
of your office to let the situation stand like this? | 


4s I stated in my first letter, I an following up the ; 
Tesla data for a magazine article. I am tempted to have eo 
your reply of the 16th printed and run nationally as i 
an example of how bureaucratic manoeuvring is used to i 
@et around the FOIA, Does the bureau need more of this 

type of publicity? 


It is disheartening to see an agency entrusted to uphold 
the law using its resources to mock the law. 


Gb | ft! 
fee Peet 








bTC. , g r “ane rastas DATE_7A3-00_B’ 
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This will acknowledge receipt of your letter 
to the Bureau on November 1éth. 4, 

In response to your inguiry, the pers of 
Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, after his eee by 
the oo of Alien Property of the Department of 
Justice. 


Sincerely yours, 


C. M, Kelley 


Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


1 - The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure 
Attention: Susan M. Hauser 





Der AD Adm. SeCurity reasons. Since Tesla's death in 1943 the 
bee AD mv — Bureau has received numerous inquiries about the 


Asst. Dir.: 
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_—_——.. 


disposition of his technical papers. The above 


ceme- Sys — reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries. 
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TO (Name, olfice symbol or location) 






Alan McCreight 
Rm. 5435 - JEH 





, 





REMARKS 








Do NOT use this form as a RECORD of approvals, concurrences, 
disapprovals, clearances, and similar actions 


FROM (Name, office symbol or location) 














OATE 


10/21/75 


PHONE 


2145 


OPTIONAL FORM 42 €48—16—-81594-1 552-103 Gro 5041-101 
AUGUST 1967 
GSA FPMR (41CFR) 109-13.206 








Susan M. Hauser 
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* Kensington, Md. 20795 


17 October 1975 
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Freedom of Information Act Request 
imation Act Request 





=) =3 c> 
“ : Ss er 
oO Pera Baas 
bad =o os . 
Deputy Attorney General Bee = ae 
U.S. Depertment of Justice = se? 
Washington, D.C. 20535 a os 
Sas 
- wn 


Gentlemen: 


I am writing an article for a magazine on early twentieth 
century inventor end want to obtain information on some 
papers of Nikola that were seized by the FBI on his 

ath ji 43. Be | 
de 1n 9 L7- ‘die.oie lf- : V5 


inner 
Tesla invented a number of electrical devices and because 


of the war and because Tesla was born a Yugoslavian national, 
it was probably considered a measure of preventitive safety 


to hold in safekeeping Papers that might have any bearing on 
national security. 







I would like to find out: 
2) if they do have the pap 
3) if they do not have the 
happened to them? 


1) if the FBI still has the Papers; 
ers, what must be done to see them; 
papers, who does have them or what 


0-#A 3ST - XE 
I would be very grateful for your help with this. we 
a“) 


oor, 


oe 
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b1C DATEZ Zo BY 


| | This is to acknowledge receipt of your Preedom of 
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Information-Ppri 
by the Departme 


vacy Acts (FOIPA 
nt of Justice on 


) request forwarded to the FBI 
October 22nd, ww 





In response to your request for files pertaining 
to Nikola Tesla, please be advised that in order to preserve 


the privacy of an individual 
Similar inguiry, it has been 


who may be the subject of a 
necessary for the FPI to maintain 


p——-— the practice of not indicating whether we Go or do not have 
# Such information in our files. 
a If you can provide notarized authorization-from 


Tesla's next of kin directing us to release to you any 
‘ information our files may contain concerning him, we shall 
thereafter search our files and advise you accordingly. 
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Since we have not conducted a search of our files, 
please do not infer that we do or do not have the information 
you requested. 


Sincerely yours, 


C. M. Kelley, [ = 7 
Assoc. Die, Clarence PM. Kelley 
Oep. AD Adm. _ Director 
Dep. AD inv, __ 
Asst. Dir.: ( ew) 
Ces «UCL «= The Deputy Attorney General - Enclosure . 
Ext. Affairs Attention: Susan M. Hauser 
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April 20, 1976 


Mr. Clarence Kelly 









Director 
« "tt — [on 
Washington, Dc ere ere roSiFl D 


Dear Mr. Kelly: 


Mr. Allen and mr. Ruchlehaus, former acting Director of the 
FBI, contacted me in 1973 regarding the unavailability of 
American microfilm records of Nikola esla's unpublished diary 
(now in the Belgrade museum, arranged by month per folder), 


Particularly in view of the fact that the Soviets have primary 
access to the entire collection. 


Two photos of each Page exist. a 


N, 
After Tesla's death, Scientists from the Navy and oss performed 
@ cursory examination of the diary and notes, which if my a 
memory serves me correctly, was one month long, hardly enough 

time to decipher Tesla's torturous handwriting. Though Tesla 

wrote in English, his Penmanship was Small, blurred, and as 


According to the museum director (1971), the Soviets had made 
Copies of some Portions, but not the Colorado Springs diary, 
which numbers 500 Pages, 20 that direct ly pertain to ball 
lightning, and 20 or So relevant to the equipment construction. 


(We copied the Most significant Portions, but fee] more exists)~7 ~" 
isiauate oe 115 RECS2 7 7 _ plo | 
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just’ completed an article for “ny magazine, EDN (an electrical 
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(PRODIGAL GENIUS) did Place credence on Tesla's later claim Saas ‘0. 
. ° .” ° ° ° t ° t - RAY a bof 
Co military applications. Incidentally, some of O'Neill's : 
descriptions were inaccurate and exagerated, as we have Se eee OO ae eka, 
Teslg! Sults and are familiar with the experiments. At any iene 
rate, tere are three Possible military applications. WE 2ers 
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First, Tesla claimed that the lightning balls (which destroyed 


his equipment) could be used to des ircraft. JI have AC 
talked to AF personnel --such as ngineer. at b , 
Micro Networks, who saw one inside in flight--and 


found AF personnel fear these "rf balls," as they call them. 







Second, it is a suspicion of mine that ball lightning, if 
injected with lithium, could produce a cheap fusion bomb. 


Third~-and this may be no more than a suspicion--the propulsion 
mode of ball lightning involves electro-gravitic interaction, 

by which means air vehicles of revolutionary configuration may 
be constructed. There are no presently-known laws of physics 
that can account for the propulsion (400 mph or so when following 
an airliner). Other hitherto unsuspected applications may 

exist. 


None of these applications were the goal of Project Tesla, 

which centered on producing ball lightning as Tesla did and 

Studying it as a plasma confinement technique for fusion 

reactors. Incidentally, Tesla's claim to setting up standing 

waves on the earth's surface (wireless power) was erroneous 

and involved techniques similar to Project Sangyjne, that 

is, using the earth's atmosphere as a vaveguide A : bT e 
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aware of our research). 
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P.S. By a copy of this letter, along with the enclosures, 
I am notifying the C.I.A. 


Enclosures: 2 
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Paul Snipier, Associate Editor 


In the vast and empty hangar 
where the first atomic bomb was 
assembled, a man-made light- 
ning storm is now being un- 
leashed. The voltages of these 
lightning bolts—20 million 
volts—are the highest discharge 
voltages ever produced by man. 


Project’ Testa, headed by 
Robert K. Golka and Dr. Robert 
W. Bass, is an attempt to 


artificially duplicate one of 
nature’s rarest and most terrify- 
ing phenomena—ball lightning. 
The experiments are based upon 
the unpublished notes of Nikola 
Tesla, who, in 1899 at his 
Colorado Springs laboratory, 
used a secret magnitving trans- 
mitter to produce 1.5-in. light- 
ning balls that floated for 30 sec. 


The energy surplus 

Many physicists, including the 
eminent Dr. James Tuck, found- 
er of the U.S. fusion program, 
believe that the liphtning ball 
holds the key to a fantastic, 


SOY eye ae em ee we ee 


Nt ewe te rw ee. 8 





RLF Ne 


. a 3 
is oe cecbicnnenmentas: ee. rE Ye ee ey 


Fusion energy: will ee 
in bali lightning provide the key? 
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cheap and endless energy 
source—fusion power, or the 
energy source used by the stars 
and sun. The fuel is deuterium, 
or heavy water, that can be 
inexpensively extracted from 
ocean water to provide mankind 
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Highest voltage continuously oscillating 
damped-wave lightning generator (ever 

produced by mankind) creates a 

current of T100A at 12.5 MV! Subsequent 
improvements raised this to a peak 

current of 2200A at 20 MV. Further 
improvements could conceivably pro- 

duce bolts that exceed natural lightning 

(100 AtV)# 
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with mifions of years of 6 ry, 
‘Unfortunately, prog. cin 
‘fusion research, which has 
centered on mapnetic confine- 
ment and laser implosions, has 
been frustratingly slow and full 
of unpleasant surprises; and 
scientists warn that success 
could be as far off as four 
decades! But if these promising 
experiments under way >t Wen- 
dover, UT, are successfus, ..2w 
-nexpected confinement 
technique could unleash this 
enerpy source. 


in search of nature's secrets... 
Ball lightning, a glowing 
sphere of red, orvanze or vellow 
plasma, often materializes dur- 
ing lightning storms and floats 
about, often against a strong 


wind. The ball may bounce 
along the floor and, on occa- 
sion, the sphere will ‘slip’ 


through giass without breaking 
it. (The author recently investi- 
gated one such case in a 
hospital, in which the fights 
were damaged.) At times it 
materializes inside or even 
outside aircraft in flight, seem- 
ingly impervious to deformation 
from the wind force. 


ee ee ee 
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Witnesses of ball liphtnis 


have included such notables as’ 


Niels Bohr and Victor Weiss- 
kopf, the Director of the MIT 
Physics Department. Another 
witness was Secretary of State 
Dean Acheson, who reported 
secing it cross the breakfast 
table aboard the presidential 
plane. 

The accidental formation of 
ball lightning has been observed 
about once per year for the past 
decade inside building 985 at Hill 
AF Missile Radiographic Facility, 
UT. The volleyball-size fireballs 
drop out of the space adjacent to 
the high voltage supply of the 25 
Mev linear accelerator. 

The ball of blue fire floats 


‘down to the floor, rolls around 


randomly and then rises again to 
the power-supply area where it 
dissipates without detectable 
damage. Despite troubleshoot- 
ing, no explanation can be 
feund for this occurrence. 

On one occasion, lightning 
struck the building—a large 
concrete structure with a 60-it. 
ceiling inside—and, simuitane- 
ously, an intense sphere of fire 
the size of a tennis ball formed 
above the conduit on the wall at 


1 
‘ 


ily shoulder level. It moved 
aiong the wall for a distance on 
some 30 ft., floated out anci 
around the neck and shoulder, 
of a person standing near the 
wall, moved back to the wall and 
continued along for several fect 
until it’ intercepted a duple. 
outlet on the conduit. At this the 
ball exploded, causing elec- 
trical damage throughout. 


A new State of matter? 

No presently known laws of 
physics can account for the 
Stability and bouncing of fire- 
balls unless it intludes surface 
tension. This hithertq unob- 
served state of matter is a new 
concept, since plasmas have 
never previously exhibited such 
strong surface tension. Also, 
presently known laws cannot 
account for the propulsion. 

Project Tesla has developed a 
rigorous mathematical model of 
the lightning ball’s absolute, 
asymptotic, fluid-dynamical sta- 
bility. Initial computer studies 
indicated a density range of 
10-10"! cm™*, with a tempera- 

10*-10" *K—or 
hotle. Peed wl 
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| TEC"  fRIES TO PREVENT WORLD 4. II, , | ° 237.” ‘ 
| . : Tohur.. Ne gils book ¢ O ran a pe g he F 
_Whon Tésh was talking as a sciontist he Was‘opposed to Sone veo! ~! 
Wars On moral, cconomic and all practical and theorctical grounds. 7 qisov! 
But, like most scientists, whon ho stopped thinking as a sciontist,+vrce 
and let his emotions rule his thoughts, he found exceptions in (o' x 
which he felt somo wars end situations were justifdeble. As a cioing, out 
scientist he was unwilling to have the discoveries of scientists i» ‘ale 6 
applicd to the pruposes of var makers, but when.the emotional phase evv 
of his nature took the ruling position he was then willing to apply <p erm! 
nis geniusto devising moasures that would prevent wars by supplying~»,!/ 


protective devices. — thee way = 


“ 
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This attitude is exemplified in the following statement Reet 
which he prepared in the twenties but did not publish: J after ell, 


“at present many of the ablest minds are trying to devise -_ 
expedients for preventing a repetition of the awful conflict which is 
only theoretically ended. ami the duration and main issues of which I 
correctly predicted in an article printed in the Sun of December 20, 
1914. The League is not a remedy but, on the contrary, in the opinton 
of a number of competent men, may bring about results just the oppo~ 
site. It is particularly regretteble that a punitive policy was ~ 
adopted in framing the terms of peace because a few years hence it 
will be possible for nations to fight without armies, ships or puns, 
by weapons far more terrible, to the destructive action and rango of 
which there is virtually no limit. <Any gity at any distance whatso- 
ever fron the onemy can be destroyed by bin: and no power on earth can 
stop hin from doing so. If we want to avert an impending calamity and 
a stato of things which may transorm this glooe ‘nto en inferno, we 
should push the development o> flying machines and wireless transmission 
of. energy without an instant's delay and with all the power and re- 
eources of the nation."  - _ 

Tesla saw preventative possibilities in his new invention 
which embodied "death ray" characteristics and which was made several 
years after the foregoing statement was written. He saw it: providing 
a curtain of protection which any country, no matter how smal], could 
usO as a protection against invasion. “hile he might offer it as a 
defensive ‘weapon,-: however, there would be nothing to stop military 
mon from using it as a weapon of offense. 

While I did not know the nature of Tesla's plan I was con- 
vinced that it did embody many discoveries that would be of éoxmer- 
cial value, and these were the angles he should seek to develop. I 
folt thet if he could be induced to develop some minor phase of his 
work that would have immediate commercial use he conld derive an in-~ 
come from it which would enable him.to. proceed with Lis more elaccrate 
plans. To this end I sought to fain some insight into his thoughts, 
that would eneble me to get a practical plan in operation. Tnis was 
no sccret .to Tesla and he successfully parried every thrust I mace. 


The clearest conception I got, and that was largely from 
scattered remarks, and oy making deductions fro: the, concerned a 
possiblo manner in which one phase of his curtain of protection 
might operate. This was a "wer" angle and ag such A1,;d1d not interest 
rer 
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f mo, but: since it inv" ved "lightning balls," or "Lire balis," 1 was 
} very curious. Fir . .lls had always fascina . +0, and I had read 
: everything I coulé ay my hands on about the: | 


‘A five ball is a strange phonomenon associated with light~ 
ning. ome of the energy of the lightning stroke appears to become 
locked into a ball shaped structure which may be of any size from a 
couple of inches to a foot in diameter. It looks like a perfect 
sphere, brightly incendescent and floats like a bubble, being easily 
carried by air currents. They may last for a short time, froma 
fraction of a’ second to many seconds. In this interval, during | 
which they stay fairly close to the ground, they may coms close to 
many Objects without damaging them or being Gamaged by them. Sud- 
denly, for no knozn reason, the ball explodes doing as much Genage . 
as a bomb, if:'close to ere eene and. no damage if in the open. 


' The fire ‘ball looked to me ‘Like a pigantically enlarged 
‘model of the tiny electron, one of the building blocks of matter, 
which acts as if it were just a enhorical erea of space in which an 
amount of energy was crystallized to give it structure. I felt that 
3f it were: poSsibl6' to Giscover how -atlarge amount.of energy wes — 
stored in this fairy bubble structure of a fire ball a new insight 
might be gained into the structure of the electron and other: funda- 
nental particles of matter. Also this method of storing energy 
‘could be applied to a thousend useful purposes 


When I approached Tesla with pleas along this line to de- 
velop this vossible phase of his discovery. he would evade direct ro- 
Dly by indulging in a, not always, tolerant lecture on my gullability 
in believing theorics about the complex structure of the atom. While 
_ he head in earlier veers Giscussed some of his experin aces with fire 

balls in his laboratory at Colorado Springs and expleined wis theory 
of their formation, he would not in the later years permit himself 

to be drawn into a discussion of them as a possible part of his sys- 
tem. This, of course, made me suspicious that the clue was “hot" but 
I could bo completcly wrong in my conclusions. Tesla was very quick 
in detecting my technique when I sought to narrow down a field by 
“trying to get him to deny statements when, he was adamant to direct 
Questiongse 


of fire balls in his experiments at. Colorado Svrings in 1899. He 
produced them quite by accident and saw them,.more than once, explode 
and shatter his tall mast and also Gestroy apparatus within his 
laboratory. The destructive action accompanying the disintegration 
of a fire ball, he declared, takes place with inconceivabel violence. 


¥ Tesla became oes the sere characteristics 


‘He studied the process by which: they were produced, not 
because he wanted to producé them but in croor to eliminate the con- 
| ditions in which they were created. It is not pleasant, he related, 
| to have a fire ball explcde in your vicinity for they will destrojz 
Re enything they como in contact with. uo 4 


it will be neccessary to reconstruct his statcments from 
vory fragsentary notes and a long distunce nemory. 





OPparasiteoscillati 3s, or circuits, within tr main cir- 
cult wore a source ° uanger from this.causc. EFlotnts of resistance 
4n the main circuit could result in minor os. -lating circuits be- 
tween terminals or between two points.of resistance and these minor 
circuits would have a very much higher period of oscillation than 
the main circuit and could be set into oscillation by tbe main cur- 
rent of lower frequency. ; 


thyen when the principal oscillating circuit was adjusted 
for the greatest efficiency of operation by the dimination of all 
sources of losses the tire balls continued “o occur but these were 
due to stray high frequency charges from random earth currents. 


'Prom these experiences it became apparent that the fire 
balls resulted from the interaction of two froquencies, a stray 
higher frequency wave imposed on the lower frequency free oscilla- 
tion ot the main circulite hs, 


tag the free oscillation of the circuit builds up from 
the zero point to the quarter wave length node it passes through 
various rates of change. : Ina current of shorter wavelength the 
rates of change will be steeper. When the two currents react on 
each othcr the resultant complex will contain a wave in which there 
4s an extremely. steep rate of change, and for the bricfest instant 
currents may move at a tremendous rate, at the rate of millions of 


horsepcewer. 

"This condition acts as a trigger which may cause the total 
energy of the powerful longer wave to be discharged in an infinites- 
melly small interval of timo and at a proportionately tremendously 
great rate of energy mevement which cannot confine itself to. the 
meta: circuit and is released into surrounding space with incon- 
ceivabdl6é violence." 2 


' It 4s but a step, from learning how a high frequency cur- 

rent can explosively discharge a lower frequency current, to using 

the principle to désign a system in which these explosions can be 
produced by intent. The following process appears a possible one 
but no eviaence is available that it is the ono tesla evolved: 
fn oscillator, such as he used to send power wirelessly around the . 
eerth at Colorado Springs, is éet in operation at a freauency to which 
a given warship is resonant. The complex structure of a ship would 
provide a greet number of spots in which electrical oscillations wild 
be set up of a much higher frequency than those coursing through the 
- ship as a whole. Tnese parcsiste:currents will react on the main 
current causing the production of fireballs wnich by their explosions 
will destroy the ship, even more effectively than the explosion of tho 
magazine which would also take place. A second oscillator may be'.used 
to transmit the shorter wavelength current. 


' Somewhat later I learned the reeson for Tesla's reticence 
to discuss details. This came shortly after Stanley Baldwin re- 
placed Neville Chamberlin as Prime Minister of Great Britain. 


Tesla revealed that he had carried on negotiations with 
Primo binister Chamberlin for tho sale of his ray system to Great 
Britain for $30,000,000 on the basis of his presentation that the 
Gevice would provide complete protection for the British Isioes 
against any enemy approaching by sea or air, and would provice an 


offensive woapon toc ‘uch there was no Gelonng,. AG WAS Convinced, 
he Geckircée, of th ~. -necrity of. Mr. Chamber’ “1. and his intent to 
-adopt-the device u itt would have prevented ~ outbreak of the 

them threstening we , and would have made pos. .ole the continuation- 
under tho Guress which this weapon would make possible. - of the 
‘working agreement involving France, Germany and Britain to maintain 
the status quo in “urope. hon Chamberlin failed, at the Munich 
contiecronce, to retain this state of European equilibrium it was 
necessary to get rid of Chamberlin and install a new Prime Minister 
who coule nake the effort to shift ono corner of the triangle from 
Germany to Russia. Baldwin found no virt v in Tesla's plan and 
preemptorially ended the negotiations. 


Tesla was greatly disappointed by the collapse of his ne- 
gotiations with the British Government. With it there collapsed his 
hopes of providing a demonstration of his most recent, and, what he 
consicorec, his most important discoveries. Ho did not, howevor, 
dvoll on the jubject; beyond the single conversation ho did not mon- 
tion the matter again. He did not. get another chance to finance the 


Gemonstration of these discoveries. 


During the period in which the negotiations were being 

carried on, Tesla declared, efforts had been riade to steal the in- 
vention. His room had been entered and his papers exeminod but the 
thioves, or spies, left empty handed. There wes no danger, he said, 
that his invention could.be stolen for he had ut no .tine committed 
any part of it to paper. He could trust his momory to preserve cvcry 
fine detail of his investigations. This°was true, he said, of all 

of bis later major discoveries. 


The neture of his system rvkes little difference now; he 
has gone and. bas taken it witr. him. Perhaps, if there is any com— 
munication from beyond the veil that separates tnis life from what~ 
ever exists hereaftcr, Tesla may look down upon earth's struggling 
mortals and find some way of dropping a hint concerning what he 
‘accomplished; but, if the situation is such thet this cannot take 
plece, then we must await until the human race produces another 
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Thank you for your letter of April 20th, with 
: enclosures. It was certainly most thoughtful of you to 
furnish us this information, and your interest and 


courtesy are indeed appreciated. 
Sincerely yours, = ee 
MAILED 6 : 
C. M, Kelley 
APR 304976 | | 
Clarence M. Kelley 


ae : Director : - : b1C - 


PRS es 


t 


er 






NOTE: Bufiles indicate limited correspondence with. ° 
last outgoing 6-27-73, in reply to his request: concerning 
papers of Dr. Nikola Peslas Dr. Tesla was a world-famous 
electrical inventor, and at the time of his death in 1943, 
all of his personal papers and effects were believed dangerous 
to the country's security if they fell into unauthorized hands. 
ee ane book, "Prodigal Genius," by John J. O'Neill, alleged that 
ep. AD Adm. . . ° ° . 
Dep AD iv. the FBI took over a certain safe and opened it, appropriating his 
act.Di: property. Bufiles indicated the Office of Alien Property of 
Con oa the Department of Justice did so. | Bufile 100-2237-23. 
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FBI/DOY 


To ensure proper handling please return al! 


correspondence TO THE ATTENTION OF: 
a veeme 


Pat 


Respectfully referred to: 


FBI 


Please respond to tne attached inquiry in 
duplicate anc return the enclosure. Thank 


you for your copperation. 
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REC. . | | ae 
we / O O a ae PRD June 23, 1976 
“nT Tat i" CANTAINED 


Honorable William’ Promaire wl Wer 
United States Senate las oe ae 
Washington, D. C. 20510  Geele eS 





Dear Senator Proxnire: 


b1 C This will respond 
enclosing the letter of Mr. 


Wisconsin. 532.655 


The effects of Dr. Nikola Tesla were impounded, anes 
his death, by the Office of Alien Property of the be 
of Justice and not by the PBI. Since we did not parctcipaee 
in the handling of Dr. Tesla‘s belongings, I am unable to 
furnish the information you desire. 


fon of June 16th 
f Mi twaukee, 







A copy of your commmication and of this reply are 
beine referred to the Department of Justice and the enclosure 
te your cormunication is being returned as requested. 


Sincerely yours, 


C. M, Kelley 


Clarence M. Kelley 
Director 


Enclosure 
1 - Assistant Attorney General - Enclosures (2) 
Civil Division 
1 - Milwaukee - Enclosures (2) 
l - Office of Congressional Affairs - Enclosures (2) 
NOTE: This response is consistent with past responses to 
inquiries of a similar nature. Bufile 100-2237 reflects 
that the Office of Alien Property took possession of 
Dr. Tesla's papers following his death. 
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| Dear 


ur recent letter requesting information concerning 
Dr. eis ee been received. 





The effects of Dr. Tesla were impounded, after his 
death, by the Office of Alien Property of the Department of - 
Justice and not by the FBI. We have no preprinted material 
available for public distribution regarding Dr. Tesla. How- aa 
ever, uncer the provisions of the Freedom of Information Act / 
(Title 5, United States Code, Section 552), requests have been /; 
made in the past regarding your topic and there may be docu- 
ments available to you under Title 28--Code of Federal 
Regulations. 





rf you are interested in seeking such documents 
under the Freedom of Information Act, you should make a * 
separate inquiry, clearly marking the envelope and letter as a : 
Preedom of Information Act request, and direct it to the 
Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation, 9th Street and 
Pennsylvania Avenue, N.W., Washington, D. C. 20535. In the 
er you must request documents regarding the specific topic 


“ef |interest to you. RE 79 
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Telephone Rm. 
Ouector's Sec’y __ _ 


SUBJECT: = FREEDOM OF INFCRMATIOQN ACT DISCLOSURE Ig CONTAINED 
REGARDING DR. NIKOLA-TESLA Wy. | 
| “+1 (FORMA rIED 


faked 
eerey IS UNCLE, v5 
PURPOSE: er 9-3. £2 -B 
— DATE : 
To reduce time spent on handling of requests for 


t. information on Captioned subject and to promote uniformity 
of disclosure. 


DETAILS: 


that Dr. Nikola Tesla is carried as the Subject of Bufile 
100-2237. Virtually all information in this file is inquiry- 

type correspondence. For Purposes of FOIA releases, copies NR 
of this material have not been made and requesters have been 
SO advised. Copies of the remaining material in the file 
totalling 29 pages, however, has been processed for disclosure. 
Numerous requesters have sought information relating to = 
Dr. Tesla under the FOIA. Therefore, it is recommended that BS 
the disclosure documents Maintained in Bufile 190-16504-4 be _ 
considered the preprocessed rélease appropriate for responses ‘ 
by the Initial Processing Unit for any further requests for | 
information on this subject. 


RECOMMENDATION: “ 
ee 


That the Initial Processing Unit, FOIPA Branch, 
Records Management Division, add captioned case to their 
list of preprocessed cases and band e any future requests 
for such information. / JO =< 2 7 
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FEDERAL GOVERRREND 9 FEB 1981 


WASHINGTON. D.C. 20301 





RESEARCH ANDO 
ENGINEERING 


° [| MEMORANDUM FOR THE DIRECTOR, FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


SUBJECT: Papers Recovered on the Neath of Nicola Tesla (U) 


(U) We understand that the FBI may have possession ofa number of papers 
found after the death of Nicola Tesla in 1943. Nicold’Tes] was a brilliant 
electrical engineer (i.e. the Tesla Coil) who was a pioneer in various 
aspects of electrical transmission phenomena. 


(C) We believe that certain of Tesla's papers may contain basic principles 
which would be of considerable value to certain ongoing research within the 
DoD. It would be very helpful to have access to his papers. 


(U) Since we have really no idea of the possible volume of these papers, 

we would be happy to provide a researcher who could assist you in reducing 

the magnitude of the search. If there are further questions, I am the -—~ 
point of contact within the DoD and can be reached at 695-6364 or 695- 7417. . 


Allan J. MacLaren 
LtColonel, USAF 


Military Assistant 
Strategic and Space Systems 


190.925 0- 33 
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RESEARCH AND 


ENGINEERING ‘ 1 APR 1981 


FEDERAL GCVEPNMENT 


l/ Mr. Roger S. Young 
Assistant Director in Charge 
Office of Congressional and Public Affairs 
Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.C. 20535 


Dear Mr. Young, jx ‘ 
Pa — 





Thank you very much for your letters of March 10 and March 20, 1981, in 


oO 
response to our request re Dr. . We very much appreciate the effort 
n ff 
that must have gone Alpe ly behalf of the Deputy Under Secretary 
(Strategic and Space Systems), Dr. S. L. Zeiberg, I would like to thank 


you and the people who spent their time searching out the relevant data. 





Sincerely, 
Obes MacLaren 
“Colonel, USAF - 


- Military ‘Assistant 
SS Strategic and Space 5. Systems 
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“21 July 1981 
ol: 
WN 


Director of the FBI 
Washington, D.C. 





Dear Sir: 
While attending college, I came vias an article about the 
f~ ag f 
/ / . ' 
electrical genius, Nicolai Tesla.” “Mr. Tesla ‘was an electrical 


genius with such peers as EDISON and WESTINGHOUSE. Tesla Susiaess 
designed the basic generator and was the first man to introduce 
alternating current to the people. The article, written in an 
underground SanFrancisco newspaper, stated that Tesla also 

worked with electromagnetic waves and supposedly built a plant 

that could harness the electromagnetic waves out of the earth's 
atmosphere sufficiently enough to use them as a source of elec- 
tricity. The article stated that Tesla built such a plant and 

lit up a city street 150 miles away by sending the electromag- 
netism via radio waves. This method is presently being used in 
electronic warfare. After that, the article stated that the: 

FBI confiscated his plans and buried them in your archives. 

Their reasoning was that such a free form of energy would knock i 
out a big chunk of the oil, coal, and nuclear forms of energy | 
and their contributions to the economy(money for research and 
employment). All I want to know is if there is any truth to 

this story and if so what was the FBI's reasons and when are the 


archives opened again so that Tesla's work could come to light 


again. Now bear in mind that this man was eS. -Benive 
LE: BT 


+) 
and even had a unit of electrical measure n Caicd nim 4 ae 


he did figure oyt oe to utilize the earth's ereceromaener< 
ALG TY st: 
waves then I bel eve that we are ready to gradually phase out nace 


eee oe aagewsme 
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our dependence on oil, ease the volatile tension in the Middle ey 


East and put all that money presently going to the Arabs into a 
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space research, joint international research and deep-sea 
research to help solve our population problem. I am talking 
about huge sums of money being released that could speed up 
the experts present projected times of producing significant 
gains in these still relatively new fields. 

You could at least take the time to check out what I am 
saying and judge for yourself whether or not the archives 
should be opened now to put the world back on a more secure 


heading. 


Sincerely, 
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FPO SanFrancisco 96602 


August 7, 1981 
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biC# * drciiaaaa canes. Se Saskiee An FOlPR REDACTICA 


Judge Webster has referred your letter of July 21st 

to me for a reply. A check of our files indicates Dr. Nikola 
Tesla's effects were impounded after his death by the Office 

of Alien Property of the Department of Justice and not by - 
the FBI. While your interest is indeed appreciated, the FBI 

is unable to answer your questions as we did not participate 

in the handling or have anything to do with the storage of 

Dr. Tesla's belongings. 


To be as helpful as possible, I am forwarding a 


copy of this communication to the Department of Justice. , ee 
& ly, o 
ew 
S| 4 


Roger 8. Young r 
Assistant Director in Charge 
Office of Congressional 

and Public Affairs 


~ Acting. Assistant=pttorney General >sceAiclosure 


Civil Division b1 Cc 
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FBI 

TRANSMIT VIA: PPECEDENCE: | CLASSIFICATION: 

O Teletype O Immediate O TOP SECRET 

(1) [agsimite O Priority O SECRET 
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| Wi TO; DIRECTOR, FBI. 
. ATTN: INTD, SUPERVISOR 


C CINCINNATI 


This communication is classified "Secret" in its 
entirety. 


Re telephone call _ of SA Cincinnati 
“SI Division, to Supervisor IHQ, on 8/11/83, 



































Enclosed for the Bureau and New York is one copy 
— | each of pertinent pages.from the 1981 book titled ‘Tesla: 
a Man Out of Time'' by Margaret Cheney, with eens passages 
gas, underlined 
42 O} For information of Bureau and New York, a 
a A research. physicist with the Electro Optics esearch . 
wi ..ag¢-Lab of the Avionics-Division of the U.S. Air Force Aeronautic 
eS yn at: Wright-Patterson Air Force Base (WPAFB) an 
Ty 1 physicist: and,intelligence specialist on “Particle” \\44 
mics chnology with the Foreign Technology Diyision : 
ca so at WPAFB, have both been in contact with es 
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involvement in the seizing of Nikola Tesla's research papers 
and other documents and scientific instruments after his death 


on January 7, 1943. ae 
PAS ae 
They both; éxplainéd that Tesla was a scientific 

genius and experimenter who was_born in Yugoslavia of Serbian 
parents on Lee fee went to school later in Gratz, Austria, 

Prague, Czechosloyakia and Paris, France. He immigrated to 

the U.S. in the early 1880's, worked for Thomas Edison's laboratory 
for a couple of years, then started his own lab after being paid 

$1 milljon dollars for rights to his patents on his polyphase 
systems of alternating current dynamos, which lead to the wy .*¥ 
harnessing of Niagra Falls for producing electricity Ven ae 
and then the power system of the whole country. He was naturalized 
in. 1889. He predicted wireless communication (radio). His later 
experiments in Colorado and elsewhere legd-to his producing 
artificial lightning in the millions of volts. He also had 

atents on the concept of neon and flourescent lights, but he 

fetes made little money on his later inventions, although he 
continued to do experiments leading to devices of great 
potential worth, which he never patented. He became more 

reclusive in his later years, living in various hotels in New York 
City. In the 1930's he claimed he had developed the concept and 
method of building a "death ray", which could destroy planes at 
many miles distant, for defending America. Also, there are reports 
of resonance machines or devices whereby he could shake one or 
many large city buildings from some distance away. 


Both nD. 0:0 that Tesla donated "some" 
of his papers (or copies thereof) to the Tesla Institute in 


Belgrade, Yugoslavia; set up in the 1930's in his honor by their 
government. Biographies on Tesla claim that either the custodian 
of Alien Property and/or the FBI seized his papers and other 
personal effects, including a safe or safes, and other property 
immediately after his death in 1943. This is elaborated on in 
the enclosed copies of certain pages of Margaret .Cheney's book, 
"Tesla: Man Out of Time". 

4 


Said that after World War II Tesla's papers were 
shipped to sla Institute in Belgrade, Yu oslavia, by his 
nephew, Sava\Kosanoyvic, who had become Tito’ S "abs SeiGy to the 4’. 
mea: ere were reports that some microfilming of Tesla's  —.~ 


papers by pre ueue agents while they were still in storage 
in New York under Kosanovic's custody. 
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Also, the Soviet Union has allegedly had access 
to some of Tesla's papers, possibly in Belgrade and/or 
else where, which influenced their early research into directed 
energy bana ‘obara and Butler feels access to much of Tesla's 
papers on lightning, beam weapons and/or "death rays" would 
give him more insight into the Soviet beam weapons program. 
This is Butler's area of expertise and responsibility. He 
has been unable to locate any Tesla papers or copies of same 
in the classified or unclassified libraries at WPAFB. However, 
there are reports that some portions of them were shipped by 
the Custodian of Alien Property Office in Washington, D.C. to 
a technical research lab at WPAFB, possibly the "Equipment 
Lab", now closed for some years or reorganized into another 
organization. 


a... are both desirous of learning 

the locations of such papers o esla as now exist in the U.S., 
for both intelligence and research purposes. Therefore, Butler 
would like to examine FBI files relating to Nikola Tesla and - 

possibly any on Sava Kosanovic, his nephew who received the 


bulk of his papers after Tesla's death, and may possibly 
have been the subject of FBI investigation. 


CE «:2v-1 to the Washington, D.C. area on 
FID business périodically and can review FBI files at FBIHQ 
relating to Tesla and Kosanovic. | 


REQUEST OF THE BUREAU 


The Bureau is requested to conduct full indices checks 
on both Nikola Tesla and Sava Kosanovic. 


Should there be such files at FBIHQ, as well as at 







New Y ested that Bureau consider granting the 
above f FTD, official access to same, in the 
intere security. 
LEADS | 

NEWYORK n 


AT NEW YORK, NEW YORK 


Will conduct same indices check as requested of 
Bureau and advise the Bureau and Cincinnati of results and 


confirm such files and references still exist there. ¥ 
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“A VISIONARY GENIUS AS FERTILE AS 
ANY IN THE MODERN HISTORY OF 
SCIENCE...2°" 


Flamboyant. eccentric, almost supernaturally gifted, 
had he been born today he would still be ahead of his 
time. Called a madman by some, 4 genius by others. 
and an enigma by nearly everyone, Nikola Tesla was 
perhaps the greatest inventor the word has ever known. 


He was a trailblazer who created astonishing, world- 
transforming devices, often without theoretical prece- 
dent. It was Tesla who hamessed the alternating electrical 


aie. 


ff 
“] 


current we use today... Tesla who actually invented 
radio... Tesla who invented fluorescent lighting and the 
incredible bladeless turbine. He introduced us to the 
fundamentals of robotry and computer and missile 
science, which continue to create and transform the 


genius. his mh ge 
Lake discoveries ee 
This fascinating new biography, acclaimed by Amen- wy igaraneh = 
can Scientist as “excellent...a significant contnbution ~ ~ehanged—an x4 x! 
to the recent history of science, is a riveting journey CONNMUS rife 
into the mind of the nineteenth-century wizard who was to changé en ( wr 
Edison's enemy, Mark Twain's friend. J. P. Morgan's the world = 


relifelay@urclate maacenlcelmn COMAACcLEb of the twentieth-century's 
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An artist’s rendering of Tesla’s concept of the war of the future. 

The towerlike structures (based on the intended final form of # 
the Wardenclyffe tower) are directing remote-controlled 
defenses against robot attackers. As Hugo Gernsback wrote in 
Science and Invention, where this illustration appeared, 
“Machines only will meet in mortal combat. It will be a 
veritable war of Science.” (Gernsback Publications, Inc.) | 
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The ill-fated Wardenclyffe tower built in 1901-03. It was 
intended for radio broadcasting and wireless transmission of 

power across the Atlantic. (Courtesy L. Anderson, after photo 
by Lillian McChesney) 
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Tesla in his laboratory, 
1898. The device shown 
is an unconnected coil 
illustrating the action of 
two resonating circuits of 
different frequencies— 
today one of the basic 
cifcuits used in computers. 
The pressure at the end 
of the coil facing the 
viewer (illuminated by 
streamers) is ; 
approximately one half 
million volts. (Courtesy 
L. Anderson) 


A trio of scientific greats: Albert Einstein, Nikola Tesla, and The letterhead of Tesla business stationery recalls some of his 
Charles Steinmetz, as they appeared in 1921 in a visit to the more important inventions. In the center is the Wardenclyffe 
RCA transoceanic station at New Brunswick, N.J. At the time, tower as it was intended to look when finished. (Courtesy 
Tesla was deeply involved in his patent dispute with Marconi. L. Anderson) 
Only after his death would the U.S. Supreme Court uphold 


Tesla’s claim to be the true father of radio. (RCA) 
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Discharge of several million volts cascading around Tesla in his 
Colorado Springs laboratory. The roar that accompanied such 
discharges could be heard ten miles away. (Burndy Library) 
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with continuous flery arcs, stronger and more persistent than those 
produced by natural lightning. : 


For the first time he kept a careful daily diary in-which he 
recorded every aspect of his research. And because visual effects were Pe 
useful as well as thrilling, he devoted many hours to photographic 


experiments. 
The equipment Tesla das perfecting would, he hoped, one. 
day be adaptable for commercial use. But first, thousands of observa- 


Nights when experiments were being made with the magnify 


ing transmitter the prairie sky exploded with sound and color. Even the 
earth seemed alive and the crash of thunder from the spark gap could 
be heard for miles. Butterflies were sucked into the vortex of the 
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| 7 Death and Transfiguration 


, The new govemment of 


King Peter, with broad popular support, ff 
Confronted the Germans and refused to 


| aoe ment that had been made with Hitler 
J .{2¢), . mprisals began. 
; eee = 


The combined a 


by Prince Paul. Almost at onca j 


tmed forces of Germany Italy Hungary, and 
Bulgaria invaded the doomed country Within only days the Yugosiay 
Army was crushed, and King Peter was sent to England for safety His 
govemment-in-exile would Operate 
L S 


World War I 


from London for the remainder o : 


This, however, was only the beginning of the war for § 
‘Yugoslavs. Accustomed nv. 


niains, from which they launched IF 

Roman tacks on the invaders. These armed fghion’ une 
remaiag ac ppled with food grown by the old people ander aan i 
remaining in undefended villages. 
Against them the Nazis and 


had begun to vie for Allied su 


Pport and were shooting each other es r 
well as the invaders, 


Col. Drazha Mihailovié, 
called Chetniks (the “Yugoslav 
" mainly of Serbian and Bosnian 


@ Serbian army officer, led a faction .. 
Army in the Fatherland”), composed d 
monarchists. With Close tles to King E 
258 








ratify the compromise agree. IE 
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Thus he began using Ted for the policy directed against the Grea m 


Serbians. 


was very candid in politics. 


ra . Raditsa sald he seemed happy that he finally had a man of his x. 
FY oe own blood near him in New York and noted that Tesla began to rely 3 
: pues ee upon Kosanovic's opinion on everything. During this pe tod the y 
inventor was receiving about $500 per month from the royal govern : 


ment as an honorarium. 


Various political messages elicited from Tesla for home con- : 


sumption, says Raditsa, were actually written by Kosanovic 


Touerd the end of 1942 the Yugoslav Information Center wes j 


: “Testa himself ... was not aware of the deep conflict between 4 
the Serbs and Croats, and as basicaly a scientist and in old age, he q 


B= —_DEATHL AND TRANSFIGURATION <—> 261 
world ofthe downtrodden end humiliated, but of freemen and 


free nations, equal in dignity and sespect for man. 


the function, as did the 


a i Roseevelt It wae the sort of affair Testa himeatf = 241 i 
ted in had he not been weak and il. So King Peter i 
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"i * with this old friend became “ ; 
“There {js no doubt,” says Professor Raditsa, “that the whole =F 
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country, but Churchill demurred Tito openly accused Mihallovsé of § 
At the Teheran Conference in November there occurred, 
largely at Churchill's instance, what the King described as a “fatal : 


change” of Allied policy It was decided that “the basic force fighting 


the Germans in Yugoslavia recognized by the Allies was the National 


Liberation Army, under the command of Tito, and the Partisan force 


received full recognition as an Allied Army. Mihailovit was thus denied i 
and abandoned.”’ — + 
at Winston Churchill overnight became a hero of modem £ 
Yugoslavia. And when the young monarch frantically wrote to FDR for . 
_ + gupport, the ailing President replied urging him to accept Churchill's ; 


advice “as if it was my own.” Within months Roosevelt died 
. Tesla’s nephews hose 1 tain OF 





the inventor's death was actually precipitated by his own “setback” 
“He thought,” Kosanovié repeatedly told Raditsa, “thatl was § 

punished, and that eventually I would be arrested or something of the 

kind, but I succeeded to convince him that it was inevitable in 


politics.”® 


lukewarm.” 


internecine tragedy of Yugoslavia from 1941 to 1943 must have hada 


rather depressing impact upon Tesla. Very often he would ask me, } 
could | explain to him what was going on among us, and why we f 
cannot agree. ... . fear of germs was 80 obsessive that even his closest friends were 


ecm meypememmenie rer ae : et ‘ cae gee cere emmy em emer tee 
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= Atter the war, Mihailowé would be executed by a “People's , 
: Court” for alleged collaboration with the enemy, and the Republic of 


Yogodavia declared to exist, with Tito as President for life snd the 


© Communists firmly in charge. if 
: A count of Yugoslavian casualties at the end of World War fl ve 
+ disclosed that 2 milion persons had died; tragically, many thousands 





the Communist system in Yugoslevia and remained loyel until his 
death.” . 


- There had not been a time in ten cehturles when the Yugoslavs 
hed not been ruled. and ransacked by inveders—by Venetians, - 
Romaris, Turks, Bulgars, Austrians, Hungarians, Germans, Italians, 
when they were not living under threat of torture, prison, or violent 


death. Now a marvelous Truth began to dawn upon them: thet they gt 


were free, In a manner of speaking. 7: . 
Tesia would not live to see this. Whether he could ever have 


; ' accepted the new government, with ts Soviet type Constitution and a 


The inventor became very feeble in the winter of 1942. His 





Refusing medical aid, he retumed to his hotel. Next day a maid 
came in and cleaned. As she left, he asked her to put the Do Not 
’ Deturb sign on his door to keep visitors away and not to bother 
Geaning, The sign remained there thé following day and the one after 
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January 1, at the request of author Louls Adamié, Mrs. Roosevelt had 


10." Meanwhile the extreme tensions between Serb and Croat factions 
in the United States were making the planning of funeral services 
difficult. The body lay in state but, according to an unpublished letter 


casi! ~ Of O'Neiif's, “only twelve people, some of whom were newspapa 
“ashi! =. . seporters,” came to view it 


service was begun in English by Bishop Manning and concluded inf 


was 
Serbian by the Very Rev. Dusan Sukletovi. 


Ue Among Balkan diplomats present were Ambassador Foti, ‘ 
qa the Govemor of Croatia, a former Prime Minister of Yugoslavia, & 
“a e and the Minister of Food. and Reconstruction. In the front row with 


Kosanovié, chief moumer and head of the important new trade 


' Mission, sat Swezey Dr Rado had been too ill fo attend as an i 


honorary pallbearer. 


Figures important in American science and industry who did ; 
§ - leaving the ashes in America and had hoped an appropriate memorial to the inventor 


cay When word of Tesla’s death spread abroad to war-stricken 
-' * "Europe, telegrams of tribute and sorrow began pouring in from £ 
a scientists and govemmental leaders alike. In the United States three q 


Nobel prizewinners in physics, Millikan, Compton, and James Franck, 


joined in a eulogy to the inventor as “one of the outstanding intellects 4 


;  glthe world who paved the way for many of the important technologi- 


Promised to ask the President to write to Tesla and said that she herself r cal developments of modem times: 
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L that, “in Nikola Teda's death the common man loses one of his best 


saan oe ey er ne ee eee a ee 


# had cared nothing for money, he could not have been more accurate 


“a, ag Wtamié wrote a moving eulogy to Tesla that was read by New 
York Mayor Fiorello H. LaGuardia over station WNYC on January 4 


In almost every nation in the world, the fighting and dying 
continued. 


*Charlotte Muzar, formerly secretary to Sava N. Kosanovic, castied Tesla’s ashes to the 
Tesla Museum in Belgrade in 1957. Throughout the years Kosanovit had spoken of 


would be raised in the United States as their resting place. 
4 
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under the imprint of the Tesla Museum at Belgrade, were a $2 
awaited by many scientists. But even this work left important Coperly ‘a suvived by five nieces and nephews, of whom two lived in America at 
unanswered. questions e the time ¢ death. ; 









! " @xperiments be comprehended, _ could the magnitude of his ¢ death intervened), received the following account in 1963 from a 
oa ofl Around 1928 O’Ne! re 7 former aide of Ambassador Kosanovic's: ae 
hogs A ll, by merest chance, had happened to see q 

ea em ‘a legal advertisement in a New York newspaper announcing that sx fF ae 

at ryhaee i boxes placed in storage by Nikola Tesla would be sold by the storage = 






if os “nt Tesla had received offers to work for Germa ussia F —_leme his works, property etc, to his native country.” (Not only is this 
gf pe . After the inventor died, both ponireccentiohail al ®  UNcorroborated but the papers were in English.) 

ae pol Ws concemed that critical p 

ia or scientific Information might fall into foreign hands and alerted United | — oe! 
Hi a States security agencies and high government officials. F ——_between ' of the field division of the New York : 
Moos The relevant records that Ihave obtained from federal agencies f Bureau Se en eetee Theda. 1 
i, et > under the of Information reveal strange twistings and. folowing discovery of the body, Agent Foxworth reported: . 
— .z ing inventor's estate, Tesla lefttonsol ape ie Tesia, deceased. Es- 
papers, barrels and boxes full of them. But he left no will. He ws | £ Plonage—M. Nikola Tesla, one of the world’s outstanding scientists in 
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3 4 other men to search for a will. After the safe wes opened, Swezey took . 
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: Pomeroy January 9, Gorsuch of OAP and Fitsgerald went $o the 
3 New Yorker Hote! and seized ail of Tesla's property, consisting of about 

é — two truckdoads of material, sealed it and transferred it to the Manhattan 

@ Storage and Warehouse Company. It was added to about thirty barrels 
4: and bundles that had been there since about 1934, and these too were 
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wy or the wireless tranemission_of electrical current. 

—> "Tala Vids also toil Fitigerakt in past conversations that he has 
in places containing transcripts and plans 

experiments conducted by him. Bureau is requested 


MW asked to participate in an examination of Tesia’s scientific paper. 
; Present at the Manhattan Warehouse & Storage Company in addition 
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to Dr: Trump were Willis George, Office of Naval Intelligence, Thind 
Naval District, Edward Palmer, chief yeoman, USNR, and Johnd = # 


Corbett, chief yeoman, USNR. — 


Dr. Trump reported afterward that rc examination was made 


hands. | can therefore see no technical or military reason why further § 


custody of the property should be retained.” 
He added: “For your records, there has been removed to your 
office a file of various written material by Dr. Tesla which covers 


typically and fairly completely the ideas with which he was concemed § 
during his later years. These documents are enumerated and briefly § 


abstracted fn the attachment to this letter 


In closing Dr. Trump said: “It should be no discredit to ths §& 
distinguished engineer and scientist, whose solid contributions to the # 
electrical art were made at the beginning of the present century to — 


failed to disclose any alien-owned property subject to the vesting §& 
"power of the Alien Property Custodian under the Trading with the & 
Enemy Act. Tesla's papers and personal effects were released in 


et a See TT Fence nae yr an 


;  Iimited power, though the general elements of such a combination are . 











succinctly described. . 
“A Method of Producing Powerful Radiations—an undated. ° 


$ = memorandum in Tesla’s handwriting describing ‘a new process of 
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: Dpenne ne Ra : nn 
aa fas wrapped in brown paper and tied with a string & & 
remembered hesitating, thinking how beautiful the weather was out- ’ 


doors, and pondering on why he was not outside too. 


He Kited the parcel onto a table and, mustering his courage, E 
snipped the string with his pocket knife. He removed the wrapping % 
Inside was a handsome polished wooden chest bound with brass. k 3 


required a final effort of courage to reise the hinged fd. 





<  fumors and 
EE and himself bked to talk in mystifying terms during his later years, i 
N10 Exd 4 think many legends have been built up about the dozens of ideas he 





an unauthorized person. Upon opening the vault and indicating ‘he ] 
package containing the secret weapon, the hotel manager and em i 
ployees promptly left the scene.” The federal agents who had come # 


Sais Force in Weshington, D.C. , for Private Bloyoe D. Fitzgerald to go to 
% Washington for a period of seven days “for the purpose of securing 
property clearance on enemy impounded property.” 


a Laboratory, Propulsion and Accessories Subdivision, wrote to Lloyd L. 
had Shaulis of the OAP in Washington, confirming a conversation with 

’ Fitzgerald and asking for photostatic copies of the exhibits annotated 

P by Trump from the estate of Tesla. It was stated that the material would 
,. he used “In connection with protects for National Defense by this — 
: 8 department,” and that all of it would be seturned ina reasonable 


" Force by this office for use in experiments; plense retum them." They 


. a QAP has no record of how many copies were made by those who 
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Swezey had never put much credence in the “secret weapon” 
had written to an inquirer: “Because Tesla was a recuse, 


i ie 
evolved but which were not permitted by others to see the lightol =f Bic: 
"le said he had known the inventor weil for two decades) Hk pager 


On August 21, 1945, the Air Technical Service Command 
requested permission from the commanding general of the U.S. Army 


On September 5, 1945, Colonel Holliday of the Equipment oof 


These were the full photostatic copies, not merely the abstracts. 
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Brigada, an avenue renamed after the war, but formerly known under y 
the monarchy as Crown Street The museum bears a plaque on alow B 
wall, printed in the old Cyrillic alphabet. 
: Here Tesla’s English writings have been translated into Serbo. & 
Croatian—except, as the archivist admits, for the “unimportant® & 
material, which remains, just as He wrote it, In the language of hs 
adopted country : 

















|} ‘The fact that Tesla’s research notes and papers have not been easily 
q gailable for western scientists has not, of course, meant that Teslian 








> trying to duplicate his experiments. And since his aspirations were 
*  vistually limitless, there has always been a chance that the rewards of 
:  gyccess would not be inconsiderable. But the single greatest stimulus 
- __ to try to follow in Tesla’s footsteps doubtless remains the example af 
: the man himself—his stunning record of achievement and the endur- 
' ing fascination of his mind. As one admiring German writer put it, 
: “Tesla went beyond the borders of his exact science to foretell what lies 
; In the future ... a modem Prometheus who dared reach for the - 
q stars...” / Ws : 
. Although a comprehensive summary of the state of Tesla- 
inspired research today would be beyond either the scope of this book 
or the intent of its author, no account of the inventor's life would be 
complete without at least some indication of what has become of afew 
of his major preoccupations. The record, as one might expect, is both 
mixed and incomplete, but it is no less impressive for that. 
7 To begin, then, with Tesla's experiments with ball lightning: He 


‘. nuisance, but it demanded an explanation. And so he set about 
determining the mode of formation of the strange firebalis and leamec 
to produce them artificially _ 

The technical explanation runs like this: In the highly resonan. 

; transformer secondary comprising his magnifying transmitter, the 
entire energy accumulated in the excited circuit, instead of requiring a 

ree quarter period for transformation from static to kinetic, could spenc 

ri ee . : R itself in less time, at hundreds of thousands of horsepower Thus, for 

i. a | | example, Testa produced artificial fireballs by suddenly causing the 

3 , impressed cecillations to be more rapid than free ones of the second- 
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: .tingleminded.® E: 
Russia's Kapitza, who shared the 1978 Nobel Prize in physia i 
with Amo Penzias and Robert W. Wilson of America for his work a 4 
magnetism and the behavior of matter at extremely low temperatures 
: acknowledges his debt to Tesla. “The efficient generation of super a 
high-frequency oscillations and their conversion back to direct-currert P 
electrical energy,” he writes, “discloses possible solutions to the 4 


, e 
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4 ‘at the laboratory. in 1976 It paid homage to him in a ceremony, and 
the Yugoslav govemment sent a plaque to be placed-at the still- 
F standing Wardenclyffe laboratory. 


. tuough-the-Earth transmission—if it worked—could. be a boon to 
wens of power shortage. 


re some partially implemented, in Canada, central Minnesota, and most 
q recently in Southem California—to “pump” hydroelectric power 
B vbelestly through the Earth to an area of need, employing the Tesla 
q astem as it is understood * The U.S. Department of Energy has often 
; been asked to fund projects based on Tesia’s system. 





Canada, 100, hes long been a bastion of Tesla Energy System 


ot will it work? Several projects have been planned, and ei 


Unfortunately, there is no evidence that the system ever 









_- his bright following of amateur physicists who build Tesla coils for thes 


ae : — inspiration from them. 


pe ___ Instead of being “destroyed,” as reported, his papers are still high As this book goes to press, the Pentagon is studying the 


. eek es: ie a oP: S < si ote 
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worthy of Tesla: “If Testa's resonance effects, as shown by the Stanford BF’ | 
team, can control enormous energies by miniscule triggering signals, #&-- Lsenbert Dckoin, easitant esac # tne Fino F twee Loony 





personal research, endeavoring to replicate his electrical magic; and 
the young. inventors who pore over his basic patents and still find j 


Durtin C. Cox, a Wisconsin physicist who has pondered Tesla fF 






feala's Colorado Springs Notes: q Teas Ghlira cade Goch) we oak be hard (al 
1. The Q's of the primary and secondary must be as high as ' them to the current state of the art, much of which is hidden under 


2. The Q's of the primary and secondary should be equal , 
_3. The length of the secondary winding should be one-quartal. FF 1 ued particles does seem to have been decidedly in what is now the 


e 
5 
g 
ie 
| 





4. The technique of using an “extra coll” tank circuit (or a j =I | 
variation of it) in the secondary to magnify the voltage should be used anticipated modem linear and circular nuclear accelerators. Such 


“With criteria in mind,” he “the builder will find thal 
had i 0 mma Tr sey wa |, at least 1,000 times greater energy levels than Tesla ever attained. 
achieve high voltages.” , “I am sure his magnifying transmitters were spectacular... He 
probably generated some interesting arcs and sparks that were what 
Last but not least, what about Teste’s desth/disintegrator fay? [i We now study as plasnas. The contalnment of plasms Is a huge aren 
Were his concepts sound? If they were found useful by the U.S. Amy t canbe ale in sari ne 


Alr Force research team, whose top-secret project was rumored ps 
# contained plasmas. But Tesia’s early discoveries and inventions, he 
have had the code name “Project Nick,” it may be safely assumed tha concludes, were indeed ingenious and ahead of their time." 
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classified. : 
3 creation of a new branch of the armed services, to be known as the 
Dr. Lok aie ton and a s aa: 6a nent of bere * US. Space Command, whose primary arsenal will consist of laser and 
' [& pastcle-beam weapons fired from ‘space battleships.” In prose not 
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unlike Tesla’s own, a Department of Defense fact sheet compares 4 
particle beams to “directed lightning bolts” —although without ex @ 
: plicitly admitting that such a weapon has In fact been developed. ? 


Earth 
space, of whose existence he felt certain. 


eo a staag foe by 
ary teh ae Rca ae he tae ee 
- Trae oF wks 4 
‘ : 











4 Some of Tesla's own wiiting—loctures, articles, patents, papers, and 


letters—s now available in the United States. His most important 


4 lectures and his brief autoblography, in bound volumes, are listed in 


the prologue to the reference notes. 


Cation of biographies of Tea by O'Neil, Hunt, and Draper, 
and others may be found in the reference notes. The O'Neill man- 
uscript and the Swezey Collection are to be found at the Smithsonian fe 


Institution, Dibner Library 


q Serious Testa scholars will wish to consult the annotated Dx 
Nikola Tesla Bibliography by J. T. Ratzaff, and L. L Anderson (San . . 


lings, but for interplanetary communication with our neighbors In j eee Monograph New Sertes No: 


A new means of analyzing Tesia's inventions is provided in, Dr 


+. Nikola Tesla: Selected Potent Wrappers from The National Archives, 
; ~~ byd T. Ratzlaff (Millbrae, Ca, Tesla Book Co., 1980) These “file 


wrappers” provide explanations and correspondence between the 


, patentee and the Patent Office, to overcome objections reised by the 
»  @xaminer. 


Tesla's Colorado Springs Notes, 1899-1900, published in 


1978 by the Tesla Museum, is aveilable through Nolit, Terazje, 27, 
Belgrade, Yugoslavia 


The Library of Congress Manuscripts Division contains micro- 
film corespondence between Tesla and George Scherlf, Robert 


$- Underwood Johnson, Mark Twain, members of the Morgan family, 


turing Company. 
In addition original correspondence and photographs may be 


| found at the Butler Library, Rare Books and Manuscripts, Columbia 
. University, including letters between Tesla arid Johnson, Scherff, and 
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February 12, 1937 


Ks 


Mr. Edgar Hoover,Director, * | a 
Federal Bureau of Investigation, a . x 


Washington, D.C. a 


My dear Mr. Hoover: 


I do not know whether or not the recent series of 
air crashes on the west coast has attracted the at- 
tention of your department, or whether, if investi- 
gation were indicated, the jurisdiction would be 
your own. An idea as to the cause of these crashes 
has occurred to me, however, and I thought it mignt 
bear a bit of checking up. 


If you will check newspaper files as far back as 
1954, I believe you will find that the earliest of 
the unexplained ( and apparently unexplainable crash- 
es) occurred about that time. 


are -ewRAn:: & 


As I remember the events, it was during that year 
that three small planes exploded in the air over . 
Texas and southwestern. Kansas-. and Oklahoma. These 
crashes were not accounted for, either by subsequent 
investigation where the plane occupants were killed 
or by the experience of surviving plane occupants 
in one case. 


Following these tragedies there came a lapse of about 
a year, after which there occurred (likewise without 
apparent reason) the series of crashes which cost the 
lives of a senator, of Knute Rockne, and a number 

of others. All crashes again occurred in the South 
and Southwest. 


Again there was a lapse of time, this one not quite 


a@ year, and there started the worst series of air 
disasters the country has yet seen. One plane lost 

in the Southwest and not yet accounted for. One plane 
crashes into a mountainside within Sight of its air- 
port. And now the most recent incident, the falling 
of a United liner into San Francisco Bay while cir- 
cling its airport, preparatory t ; 


KEUGHUEY & INDEXEDY C 2k ee 7 ” "q- 
Now in this most recent incident!,-fie-exfes ence of. 


the radio operator at the airport fseems ‘to me to bets: * 
highly iliuminating. This operator wep tee gare 
buzz interrupting his communication thd Winer: * 
e++ @ loud roér such as produced by the worst, imagin. 
able static ... then silence. The plane ga opper es 
into the bay like a plummet. if ic 


rite 


Z . ie one 
bo et OPK | 


| Se  F 


-Crack pilots do not suddenly become rank hams -and 
bungle in handling a ship. Nor do the three motors 
(or even two) on the large airliners, stop simul- 

_taneously without extremely sifficiént~ reason. 

“Th ese things might happen once or even twice in 
a lifetime. They do not happen six and eight times 
a year. It is not logical that they should. 

To digress for a moment, I recallireading an article ~ 
in a magazine a year or two ago, written by Nikola 
Tesla, the inventor. The article dealt with a new 

“thvention of Mr. Teslats ... a giant induction coil 
which would project power (high voltage) through the 
atmosphere without the use of transmission wires. 

Mr. Tesla devoted some space to the possible social 
benefits that would result to the public should his 
invention be perfected and become practical. 


-I have not heard of Mr. Tesla now in two or three 
years. Perhaps he has left the country. Perhaps he 
4s still here. He might still be working on the in- 
vention described in the above-mentioned article. 
It might have been stolen from hin. 


In any case, his views on the ideas presented by these 
two unconnected subjects, would he well worth while 
having. And if I had the money and the time, I snould 
certainly make an effort to smoke him out myself. 


The thing is simply this: if one man can make an in- 
strument that will project power through the air for 
even so short a distance as 500 yards tthe then- 
practical limitations of Mr. Nikola's device) it is 
entirely possible for another to project power for 
severél hundreds of miles. And the effect of such 
uncontrolled power on metallic objects in its path 
is entirely unpredictable. 


Please do not think me a "crank" letter writer. I 
have never before written a letter of this type to 
anyone. But the idea seems to me so within the bounds 
of possibility that I most sincerely feel it will 
bear some practical study. 
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Mr. E.A. Tamm_ 


oIlRECTOR i ~~ ~ Mr. Clegg. 
} fl 2 Mr. Glavio = 
Ffcedcral Gureau of Inuestinati Mr. Ladd 


Mr. Nichols___ 


United States Department of Justice 
ee Mr. Rosen 


Washington, D. C. | Mr. Tracy 
LATS Mr. Carson. 
Jenuary 11, 1943 Mr. Coffey 


Mr. Hendoa 


aes . Mr. Kramer 
MEMORANDUM FOR YR. LA}D* '“ Mr. McGuire 


~ ig Mr. Harbo 
RE: Wrone ne eva: on Mr. Quinn Tamm. 
TROPRIVEMTS AMT) t ageaoay Tele. Room 
OCF NIKCIY ThSLSA (2¢ceased) Mr. Nease 
ESFIOW sn = BT - Miss Beabm 





in a teletyvve-from the New York Office deted January 9, 15453, 
tie Bureau's edvice is. ‘renuested as to whet action shoul aa 
conrection with this matter. It is to be noted that Tesla died vanvary 7, 1946, 
and resided et the Wotel New Yorker, He wes one of the world's outstanding 
scientists in the \rical fieid and has beer ccnducting many experinerts 
in connection with wireless trensmission of electrical power end wort is 
cormonly referrgi to es tre "Neath Rey". 






Seve osanovich, a distext relative intensely disliked py Tesla, is 
taxing eteps to set rossession ef these important documents and plans, Kosenovich 
on Junuar: 7, 1940, with coseceleinre, in charge of the useum and Litoretory for 
2ch, and Kenneth\Swezey of Brookl:m, New Yor, entered Teela's roors in tne Untel 
New Yorker and, with the rid of a locksrith, broke into 2 ssfe containing some 
of Tesis's valuavve papers, including imnortant electrical formulce, designs, 
- Me 
ev eoeres An) 

Tesla is reported to have completed ard perfected his experiments pie 
the redio transmission of electrical vower anid to have conceived ord dtsicgned 
& revolutionary type-of torredo not presently in use by eny nation. I* is 
reported that Fosenovich mey nossibly make this material availeble to the ensnvy. 


I called “ir. Donegan of the New York Office a+ 12:30 F.M. and pointe3 
cut the epnsrent burglary viclation onthe vart of Kosenovich. I told him thiz 
metter should be discreetly discussed with the State's Attorrey in New York City 
with a view to locating FKorcenovich and anprehending hin on a burglary charre in 
order to determine the nature of the naterial he took from Tesla's sefe. I 
pointed cut the necersity for the State's Attorney keeping anv action most secret 
in view of tne highly confidential neture of the :lars involved. I also sugested 
that the New York Office contact tne Surrogete Court in order that Tesla's e*facts 
as well as the contents of his safety deposit boxes might not be entered withovt 
the presence of s Bureau Arent in order that we may endeavor tc preserve +hs - 
secrecy of any plens or items essentiel to the conduct AT the wear, prg netioraly | 

security. 1 § 527 a 
8B 
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i 68-477 53 -/ | INE EA 
, FSP:A5B January 21, 1943 
‘y : 
% 6AC, New York Re: UUXNORH SUBJECTS; SAVA KOGANOVICH 5. 
s EXPERIMENTS a RESEARCH oF HIKOLA TESIA (Deocased) 


-cttead' 6 ia 


dr. 
- Eb. A. Tamm_ 
Mr. 
Wr. 


- Lacdgegorived jaa JR Manet bre Subly, arrived with other Yugosievian Government 


poe. 


dr 


a 
ey 
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Mr. 
‘3Mr. 
Mr. 
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gi” pear Birs | ESPIONAGE (x). od 


Reference is nade to a teletype dated eee aa: froa the fs 


New York Field Office and te a phone conversation between ir. J. B. Little 
ef the Bureau ami Assistant id Agent in ae Donegan on January 11, 
19436 


~ 


It was pointed ov oom. Tonegin thet ‘Save eeeaneeian: Gearge 
Clark and Kenneth Swesey my hove cormaitéied g dDurclary violation by entering 
Tesla's roons after his death emi pertieuleply by using a locksaith to get 
into a safe containing som i Teslate @aluable papers, Mr. Donegan was 
advised this matter should be Aiscreetly discussed with the State's Attorney, 
New York City, with a view te locating Kosanovich and apprehending hin on a 
burglary charge, in order to ascertain the nature ef the material taken from 
the safe of Nikola Tesla. [t was also suggested that the New York Office 
contact the Surrogate Court, in order that Tesla's effects, as well as the 
contents of his safety depoait boxes, might not be entered without the presence 
of an Agent, in order that the secrecy ef any plens or items essential to 
the conmiuct of the war or national seourity might be preserved. It was stated 
that Kosanovich might possibly smske certain material available to the eneny. 


A review of the Bureau files reveals considerable information concern- 


ing Nikola Tesla and his inventions and it should be noted that ons Nicola 
Tesla, who might have been identical with Nikola fesla, made a speech at the — 
Grange |Hall, Springfield, Massechusetts, on Jame hs 1922, auf the ausptoss | 
of the s of Soviet Russia. 
Tolson : S 
It further eppears thet Sava Kosanovieh may eS aientioal with an 
Cletfndividual of the sane name, who is a member of the Yugoslavian Covernmat_ 
Glevdh extle, An exanination—of les reveals that~te@\gava-Kbsanovich, “% 


°, 


iu 


 Nichereioiales = “Norfolk, ¥ & 0n September 4, 1941 = 0n the oe City of 

. RoseExeter, @ Britivh hip; m Cape ‘Toun en route to tha Unized Fingdon. wis 

Trac 242 2 ; 

ge ane ee ela h 

Coffey___—s«‘IIn ancther inetance the of Sava MN rosanovich appears on the 
Headsbationery of “the Wenvral. and. Bas rn European Planning Board (Czechoslovakia, 
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SAC, Wew York a25 


Greeoo, Poland, Yugoslavia). On this letterhead Kosanovich is described as 
Chriraan of the Board and Minister of 8tste for Yugoslavia. It is etated 
that this Board is interseted in “planning for postwar Europe". (100-99042) 


Im: etill another file {t ia disclosed that Sava Kosanovich, a 

Serbian, was a nomber of one of the Yugoslavian minority parties and when an 
energency govermacnt to overthrow an alliance with the Axis was formed, 

he was included as an official. He is alleged to be a Comawiist and is ‘said 

to receive $1,250 a month salary from t! exiled Yugcelavian Covernaent. He 

and other exiled government officials ere atuted tc ase these large calaries 
to finance every Serbian paper in the United Btetes except *Srbobran*® published 7 
at Pittsburgh. (97-1340-18) 


No record of Kenneth Swesey eould be located in the Bureau files 
from the infcrmation evailable, 





The foregoing information is being furnished for possible future 
referenoe in connection with this osse and it is desired that the Bureau be 
kept promptly and currently informed of all developments in this case. 


Very truly yours, 


dohn Edgar Hoover 
Director 


- * am ws we. 
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Fedcral Bureay of Lnuestigation 


United States Arpartment of Justice 
New York, New York 


EBC: PM March 19, 1943 
65~12290 


Director, FBI 


Re: UNKNOWN SUBJECTS; suvaChosanovicn. A 
EXPERIMENTS AND RESEARCH OF NIKOLY WoSLA 
(Deceased), 
ESPIONAGE, MISCELLANEOUS 


Dear Sir: 


Reference is made to the Bureau letter in the above-captioned 
matter dated January 21, 1943, in which it is steted that it is desired that 
the Bureau be kept promptly and currently informed of all developments in this 
‘Case, am 


In view of « telephone call fron Mr. Little of the Bureau 
to Mr, T, J, Donegen, Assistant Special feent in Charge of the New York 
Office, dated January 14, 1943, in which Mr. little stated that the above- 
captioned matter was now being handled as an Alien Enemy Custodial Detention 
matter and therefore no further action should be taken in the matter by the 
New York Field Division, this case 1s being considered Closed in thig Office, 
unless advised to the Contrary by the Burean at some future tine, 


an 
Very truly yours, Abie Gs 
EZ. E. CONROY 
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Tis caceOnieIManeD ar NEW YORK CITY, N.Y. rie no. LOC-8189 
REPORT MADE AT DATE WHEN MADE LS heed FOR | REPORT MADE BY 
i ADE 
BALTIMORE, MARYLAND | 3-29-13 ; CHARLES J. FOSTER - - :¥HR 
TITLE Vv ; CHARACTER OF CASE 
SAVA Kf. KOSANOVICH, with alias INTERNAL SECURITY G. 
Sava K. Cosonovitch GUSD@O IAL DETENTION 
7 ars: 
SYNOPSIS as sala f IN : 
Dd : ~. Subject SAVA BgPSEOSANOVICH, Secretary of... 
gel ~ ' State to Yughphavien Government in exile. 
Resides Navég-@@tm),-NYC. Reported to Se os 
—, have turned oWe@getents and effects -to 
Rois Te Alien Property Gadtodian,g NYC, for NICK 


TESLA. ABE~SPANEL advised subject for 
United Nations anc desires to become U.S. 


citizen be iN ta ata 
~ ALL INFORBATION con [RE 
-RUC- 4BKiN 16 UNCLASSHIED 3 
nEN . . BAT — ; _ Fx 466 at 
REFERENCE: - Letter from New York Field Division dated 2-F2-{[3% 
oo AT DOVER, DELAVARE 


—~ 


It is td\be noted that subject's correct name is SAVA M. KOSANOVICH anc not 
COSONOVITCH as carried in reference letter. 


Mr. ABE SPANEL, President of the International Latex Corporation, advised that 
the subject is presently the Secretary of State to the Yugoslavian Government 
in exile and that he resides at the Navaro Hotel, New York City. He stated that 
he had been a very good friend of NICK TESLA who has died recently and that 

he believes that the subject is a third or fourth cousin of TESLA and that . 
when TESLA died, the subject was his only close relative in this country and 
TESLA's effects came into his possession. 


SPANEL related that the subject had recently turned over to the government 
the majority of the patents of NICK TESLA. SPANEL described TESLA as being 
one of the greatest inventors that has ever lived. He stated he hfd more than 
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900 inventions and patents. SPANEL stated that at one time TESLA had 
an invention in which he was able to direct electrical current without 
the means of a conductor. He felt that this type of an invention would 
be of invaluable assistance to any country at war and for this‘reason 
felt that TESLA's inventions and patents should be put into the hands 
of proper Govermusnt officials, where they might be put to the best 
advantage for the United States. He does not believe the sub ject is 
engaged in any un-American activities and stated that.he was more than 
willing to turn these patents and inventions over to the proper Govern- 
ment agency. He asserted that before TESLA died, he had spoken to the 
subject regarding his becoming a United States citizen and SPANEL 
believes that he is now taking the proper steps to achieve that end. { 
f 


- SPANEL also stated that the-subject had handed all of the effects of 


the deceased TESLA to the Alien Property Custodian in New York City. j 


SPANEL advised that the day before TESLA died he had tried to get in 4 
touch with War Department officials in Washington in order that he might 
make available to thea patents and inventions that he had developed. — 
However, he was not able to get in touch with the proper authorities 
and he died the following day. 


SPANEL advised that the Yugoslavian Government had been sending TESLA 
approximately $600.00 per month for sometime prior to iis death and 
this was described as being a sort of pension. 


SPANEL stated further that he has previously turned over information 
regarding the subject to Special Agent FRED B. CORNELL of the New York 
Field Division. He also ad~ised that WALDEMER KEXPFERT, Science Editor, 
New York Times and BILL LAURENZ, Science Feature Writer, New York Times 
and the Science Editor of the Herald Tribune would be able to elaborate 
on some of the accomplishments of NICK TESLA and that the June 1900 
issue of the Century Magazine also contained an article relating to 
the inventions of TESLA. 
SPANEL also stated that he believed BLOYCE FITZGERALD, Pierpont Hotel, 
Brooklyn, New York, Secretary to TESLA, has been contacted by Special 
Agent CORNELL and that if the 
be che 
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Mr. Harbo 
RE: SAVA ee Mr. Quinn Tamm__ 
INTFRWAL SECURITY (Gc) Tele. Room 
. CUSTODIAL DETEsTIO’ Mr. Nease 












ft this tine SA John Parxer of the 
2tinz on tne nrevious aiternoon 
teleshonec tnet office trr- 
nti: ‘Cturer, author and traveler. 
to be interviewed concerning certain inforastion sne possessed relativesto. 
Yuccslavien activities and, in oerticuler, cate which she “ES CMCEL: 
by te meme of Kosanovich, waon gut cealeVes’ tu've an enem:’ asent. 
stated she was crevering statenents of fact wiic: sne inteuds to turn over 
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office forwarded to the Bureev under cutes of Januar; enc 17, 19/3, in tie 

cease Entitled Usinwd.. SUBJECTS, FeUDTSLESAT, TACKS DARAWTS Ant RRobes CA OF nL: aK Foba. 
UPCEasID, LoPiawask « (Bureau file lwi-z227). Kriefiv, tne ingorastioa conmteined i. 
viese telety-es is that shortiy efter Nicole Tesla, one of une worlce's outstandinz 
sciertists in tne electricai field, Gied in sis novei vom et wen Yor« City on 
January 6, 1943, Sava Kosanovich, 2 cistant resative, aria otner inaividuals iW 


entered nis room and ovened & safe, exarinins certain metcriels wien ne cosscssed. 


On Jénuery 2, «ir. L. #. C. Snitr: of tne Denartaent auvised ar. Tarts tret ne wee aries 


concerned about the sossibility of enemy scents confiscutinz sone of the truaxs 
of Tesls and that epserenti, tne Alicn Property Custocien nus taxing soze action in 
hed wetter. Inesnuci es tre matter wes being nanclead b- tne Aiea Pro,erty [ 


ustodian's office, tne Durear Gid not seer Rel! ODED igto_tuis stestt: : 

REBGR ia. e LLGES: -L 

It is 6iso noted tnet on Juiv i%, ir. dues sfarne So fis.s ae PRRcies Tit! 

ol tre Teorrtnent for coce to. a ger Sah es eS te r le. Pete DEN eb 20. uk wd 1943.08 ch, 
‘ } pec es tue honk is 2 tre -Yu-oSlav Sovey): in txile ¢ : 





: i re, 
Ss, “~/+; COPIES DESTROYED _ HFRFI 1S u SIFIED AS hie 


“ f abc IN 
! be’ ya8 ocr 26 1960 DATE ft. x 
7 Av AKG [583 RULG 
/ 


Tele ee a ee tg Fe oe re 


bit * 


~~ 


Yr. Laad 


Aonewsoe.er article wiles ur. Enerse aiso exnic itec 
was arraizned: in local court in .€% Yor. City on 


eusrgec Viti, senoing « tnreatening letter through 


he na 
conection with this trial, Agent Parser steted t..at tse Ces 


mst 


saiovicn, 






wrote ro 
OVic?! twiscont. 


the Letter whic. 
ana instructs thet i.oSen 


montis. 





six 
i rue 


At tre tine =r. ea caised at the cureau, ne ocinted out tre strong 
Gissension wiricn. sts between the verious national Pie frouse Li te 
ce:se of t.ueir c¢ conflicting ovinioris as to tne type of pos 


ve ST GL 








uw in’ aa 





shale be s 
ane tieorles. 

to cissensiin 
er Vache 





Je one al 


ine Ee. C.ntrivs 
metry and .és teen ective is: ii 


eile 


rece. at Ge eS 










vetacer: tre Sere 
Cee. We 


erter 
oSa movich. 
€ nas Cees 
Ne 'MEnkeS ez 
rig tteers 


aero 
CT elad 


~ent” > 





n= Leen 
In 

LOST IO. 6 95 

serence 

Qi: Mele 


acevo 


ic 


eter eovthicsent ee j 


ir: Europe en mertioned tea 
Tie &LSO 





t : 
cerine certe.t: ents ywoleh been meein 

Le date, tris intervie: sas cect bees ccnsumeted. 

‘ 
ACT 2 et 
Ted CROSS ARS CEG veo a i BUTE Sey BP es Se Re a es oe 
eeeean oie Peete aye a EA aia Ct Pe BR BRO EECA Tee cote Vee Te te Se 
arent, it is ceifevec trait av intveivlew wlts ver Shouie ce nec. Tt is seat tie” 
tots laverwier simi te crrieG wb ae sete es ossiele tf vis veatecve Tee 
kzerts of tre Les: ington rieic O0fice, cecise of ner ors rence ONG eda leices 
viers. 


Q@pproveL & 


Tnere is attacnec for ycur- 
Office requesting thet tits 
te interrocatea concernin: 

yet covercc t. 


Pittsburer affice nes not as j is intervie... 


Sate 


+ MUL 


bw. Lis weuens 


jetter Girectec to tie % 
interview pe conducted enc elso instructing 
the otner matter referrec to ctove, 3. 


LS 


+ ee ese. 


Federal Bureary of Inuestigatio 


tatited States Arpartutent of Justice _ 
New York 7, New York el 





IN REPLY. PLEASE REFER TO aseey & 
mueno. 05-12290 eens Ras 


H=? sim $-76-2 & poe 


ONE-RFERC ELD, Seabed l es 
Director, FBI - ‘ eet: Ah SEY 
| rector, FB PBs. 


‘ Re: mete ae AS +t 241b6d 
SAVAFOSANOVT CH; 


Experiments and research of NIKOLA TESLA (deceesed) 
ESPIONASS — M | 


e 





Dear Sir: 
Reference is made to the Bureay Teitex Gated January 21, 1943, wi hich 
bore a caption similiar to that mentioned above. re 


The reTerenced letter cealt with the death, on January 7; 1543, of 
the famous inventor, NIKI.A TTEU4, who as well as bein the davencée of 
3 3 a 
flterrating Gurrent, verfectec meny e1ectricael devices. Ye is also creditcs 












with having dev-lones the s9 celiedtideath ray" which would safeguard anv 7 
CAG hake aes fron attacr by air. Gh 
M™ dune 9, 1925, a of New York City ‘urnished 
informetion of a norececifie rate 3 y the. it was hie belie? that 
nersons ae to Sussie were maning an + effe ‘ft U9 secure the effects of 
ETvor A P5SUD Bt e refrac anv models cor desipns of possible 
{ military velue aimed that ne heard that ABRANAY N. 

“SraNT , Presider >) ee ehe PT OURBSILTTAN, of Dover, Delawere wes oy 
the motivating influence behina this atleani to obtain THSLA'S paners whic! -/ 
are nre wees Stcrare at. the 4euargan ovagacc cgarmiages dn New York sot 
City. crouised to. retmvn t9 the New Y-rk Field Division shortly 

ae after his ize 


~ ViSit and furnisn curther and more snecific 755 ation to 


a” susnert his cleins. BEX RLY thE YI FF 
- Byes “EO ATTACHED y -2° ~— 


He was not heard from again, however, atti Septerter 27, 145, 3 
bic whe ch time he Surnished the following add‘tional inforns tion: : 






Ne said that a boyhood chin of his from Mcht ta, Kansas, BLOYt> 
ETT AACR AID hed ron foetats nrotere and one of the inventers few confiderts. 
According to TITZTRALD who is ues an Arar “rivate stationed 
at Mricht Meld, weny Nhic, ts a brilliant 2¢ year old scientist who srent 
endless hours with T2SL4 prior to the latters =ing which time TUSYA 
explained to him most secret experiments. tated that FITZCPALn 
met TESL4 in Novenber 1042, but he had been menting with the latter 
According to the informant, PIT7GTRATN hal develoned sone sori. 
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since 1635, ] h 
oF anli-tenk run, the details of which he cressnted to TSTA who mace certat. 
forrecszons in design and svecifientions to further verfect the weancr.. 


.....-. Lhet soret’me in Deceuier 1°42, when sTTor! 7 O 
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"Letter, DIRECTOR, P- eves Ge ri 
NY 65-12290, ee 7, 1945 
." 
gun. SPANEL offered financial aid to FITZGERALD and the two were in the 
é Oontact with each other for a considerable period of time. 
ine:::: that FITZGERALD had lined up & deal for the purchase of 
re Eun OF e" REMINGTON ARMS COMPANY, hut for some reason SPANSL blocked 
this deal by reaching top men in the-REYINGTON OFIPANY. SPANEL is then 
reported as having obtained a: job for FITZGERALD with th HIGGENS S¥IP 
BUILNTNG OMPANY in New Orleans and negotiated a contract with FITZGERALD 
for the purchase and manufacture of the gun in a manner which would return 
60% of the profits derived to SPANEL, 


—_— 


tated that in November of 1943, for some unknown reason 
bet which he b=lieves to be attributable to SPANEL, FITZGERALD was fired by S 
the HIGGINS OWPAXY. In September of 1944, FITZGERALD was inducted into the 


Army ard for 2 considerable period of time was ed at an ordinance 
experimer.tal station at Elgin Field, Florida. stated that at 
the tresent time FITZGERALD is engaged in a highly secre experimental - 


project at Bright Field in Dayton, Ohio. Tn spite of his rank of Private, 
FITZCSRALD actually is the cirector of this research and is working with se 
many Sop young scientists who were inducted into Amy fron leading industrial 
posts. | 


According oD srcmcn is presently working on the 
perfection of TESLA'S "death ray" which in FITZC=RALpIS opinion is the only 


possible defense azainst offensive use by another nation of the-Atonic Bomb. 
In this connection, it igs noted that the-Xew York Times’of September 22, 154( 
in an article entitled *"Scrercs IN TH: NEWS" by WILLTA¥ AcCLAURENCE, Science 

hTC “diter states that, TESTA devileed to LAMRENCe the fact that he had develoned 
a "death rav" or Weel-forcet which TESLA clsinec would melt airplane motors 
at a distance of 25¢ miles, so thai actually an invisitle Chinese Wall would 
be built around a country against attack by en enemy air force. 





Aecording to the article in theTrits, this electrical device would 
operate by the generation of power fron a plant, a number of which might be 
located straterically along our coast lines and the bean from which would © 
melt any engine within a radius of 25C miles. 


.....: that during FITZGURAUNIS acquaintance with . 
SPANTL, FFT? CiraLd had told SPANEL of his associations with > : 
LUUGE, | 





apparently described to STANEI, some of TESLA'S most secret work. 
believes that SPANTL, who he claims is definitely pro-Russian in 
is now attemptins through legal procedure to secure custody of TESLA'S 
effects which are now held by TESLA'S only heir, one SATs KOSAKOVICE, who 
is presentiy in Yugoslavia occupying scene governmental ros’. 


Tt will be recalled that in an article published on Warch 15, 1945, ] 
by ther TH FRATVRT SYANICATS TE CORPORATIN, WFSTSROOK-S=-GLER charged SANZ, 
with spreading oro-conmuriss and pro~ Russian propaganda thrsugh his full Oo 
page advertisenent in the newszavers, which SPAN=]. characterized as being 

nvublished for the YHTTQUATTONAT, LATIY “RPORATION, as a public service featuse. S 
It is 2iso interesting to observe the tn the New York Times of October ny 

1945, ar article aspears which states that SPANSZ is suing the KING FraTuRE 
SYU'TCATS THORPORATEN for six million tollars alleging the coluin by 

"°GITE is have been vifbelove. 


~2— GOI? 


eae = Octot 27, 19%5 
NY 65-1225 . 


Gs :.::-: that through FITZGERALD he too had met SPANEL 
and fron iS personal acquaintance he formed the opinion that SFANEL was 


efinitely a communist and is probabl of the financial supporters of V4 
the\Conmunist Party in this country. ie:::::: that SPANEL was 6 
born in Russia, but.is now an American citt ° also charged that SPANEL S 
i 
{ 
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exerted tremendous political influence in Washington, D. C., and said that 


WALLACE. 


one of SPANEL'S closest political friends was HENRY 


: CS -::--- that two agents fron Arny Intelligence contacted 
and stated tha’ in an investigation to determine the qualifications of 


YITZCERALD for a commission, they had developed information indicating that 
DANTT efinitely endeavoring to secure possession of TESLA'S effects. 
indicatec that Army Intelligence was pursuing an investigation 

ong these lines in an attempt to ascertain the conplete story in this 


regard. oe aerae ae Se 
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and ws fA 
oresent is 
tu: ince he travels ell over % 


bIC Jus* recently ne stated that he ha 
Washington to the ‘est “oast as oe 
HW: advised that it is his desira™ 
legal nossession of TTELA'3 effects in order thet + memorial foundation may 
D2 established for the protection of THESES experiments and for the presema- 
tion of the inventors senor. 





stated that SIT GURALD had interested 2 groun of young O 
Aarny scientists now working with him at Wrigny Jeld in this foundation, and 
their ultimate goal is to secure the support of a wealthy backer in order mays 
a foundation might be established and that a sort of “idea factory" night 

result. He said that they intended +o contact HENeY TORN, SR., to solicit 

his aid in this regard. 


related that probably the greatest idea of TESZA'S was 
tha, involving th2 wireless transmission of electrical power. He clained 
that THSL4 had performed a successful experiment many years argo at Pikes 
Perak, at which time he harnassed local ecvrrent fron which he 
built uv into a huge notential o* electrical energ; aid that 
according to FITZCE#arn, if this idea covld be furth-re » all electrical 
enere’ to operate the world's machinery might be entten absolutely free rather 
than ny the costly method with which electrical power is presently generated. 
Re seid that his idea was to conduct further experiments aions this line 
7n China where the nee? “or electrical power is very great. 






Inquiry wes nade at the “ANSATTAN STORAGS SAPENOUSE in New York ¢: 


wl 
ar) it was deternined that the effects of NIXOLA TSSI4 are contained in sone 
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“petter, Mirector, * * a! 
Veet = . er 17, 1945 
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75 packing cases and trunks and are presently under seal by the New York 
State Department of Taxation. It was learned that the rental for this 
storage, which approximates £15 per month, is being paid by one CHARLOTTE 
HUZAR, 134 Zast 63r¢ Street, New York, New York, who is listed as the agent 


for SAY4 KISANOVICH, 


Tnoviry was also made at the office of the Alien Property Custodian 
in New York Citr, concerning an investigation conducted by this office at 
the time of TECLA ANS death, and at which time the latter property was placed 
under séal dy tre in‘ ted States Governmnent. ¥r. WALTER GORSUCH, Chief 
investigator ree the Alien Property Custodian, provided a cover letter and 
2 sunnary of water‘gls ovmed by TESLA at the time of his death riich was 9 
exanired dy JOHN dae ea of the office ofSCIENTIFIC RESEARCH & DuTLIP- 
‘ENT. Mr. GORSUA so stated that his file in this matter reflected that 
on the night TASLA cdicd his safe was forced open hy a representative — of the 


=e SE TORT & WALKS2 SAFE OOSPANY. Jt was Mr. GORSUCHTS Peers that a Mr SNSSZzY 


3 ALKS2 . 


who is believed to be one of the editors of the®0°"L42 STENCE VACAZINS was 
present in T=SLA'S room shortly after the safe was opened. These individuals 
were wT" LIS GEOR, EDWARD PALER, and JOHN dg. NORBETT. = 


nclosed herewith tro typesrittan copies of the report by 
TOY PRIPSRTVY cesToUNTa reTlectine the findings of ‘fr 
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Mr. Walter Goreuch, a a "NS 
Alien Property Custodian, 4 cues 
120 Broadway, = % - . 
New York, New York, ; | .*%, 
is Dear Sirs - wen a . 


: At your request and that of Mr. Joseph T. King of the 
‘Washington office of the Alien Property Custodian, I have ex- . 
amined the private papers, writings, and other property of the 
late Dr. Nikola Tesla with the view to determining both their 
“. possible usefulness to this country in its war effort and the 
possible hasard attendant on their falling into unfriendly 
' hands, 


This examination was made at’ the Manhattan Warehouse ’ 
52nd Street, New York City, on January 26-27,-and included all 
of the notes and material in Dr, Tesla's immediate possession 
at the time of his death and now in the custody of your office, 
, For reasons indicated below,-no investigation was made of material 
in trunks which had remained untouched in the basement of the Hae. oe 
New Yorker Hotel for ten years prior to Dr, Tesla's death, 


an: “Bs a result of this examination, it 4s my considered 
- Opinion that there exist among Dr. Tesla's papers and possessions 
cientific notes, descriptions of hitherto unrevealed methods 
, oF devices, or ac apparatus which could be of significant 
ees value to this country or which would constitute a hasard in un- 
| fpdendly hands. I can therefore seq no)technical or military 
reason why further custody of the property should be retained, 


"For your records, there has been removed to, your office 

|  @ file of various written material by Dr. Tesla which covers = 

“ .,  ., typieally and fairly completely the ideas with which he was con- 

| cerned during his later years, These documents are enumerated 
and briefly abstracted in the attachment to this letter, 


aoa 
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: 1384 1 


WG ~~ . J anuary 30 » 1943. 


/. 


It should be no discredit to this distinguished engineer and 
scientist whose solid. contributions to the electrical art were 
made at the beginning of the present century to report that his 
thoughts and efforts during at least the past fifteen years were 
primarily of a speculative » Philosophical, dnd somewhat prano- 
tional character—often concerned with the produchtion and wire- 
less transmission of power—but did not include new sound, work- 
able principles or methods for realising such results, 


Very truly yours, 


JOHN G, TRUMP, 
Technical Aide, 
Division 14, NIRC. 
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ABSTRACTS OF DR, NIKOLA TESLA'S WRITINGS 
RETAINED AS EXHIBITS 
_ FOR THE ALIEN PROPERTY CUSTODIAN 


1. aes ; 

On Jamuary 26 and 27, 1943, an exemination was made of the 
technical papers of Dr. Nikola Tesla which, after his decease, had 
been stored in the Manhattan Warehouse in New York City. This ex- 
amination was made for the purpose of determining if any ideas of 
significant value in the present United States war effort could be 
found among his possessions, Participating in this examination were 
Mr. John C. Newington, New York Office of the Alien Property Custodian; 
Mr. Charles J, Hedetniemi, Washington Office of the Alien Property 
Custodian; Dr. John @. Trump, Office of Scientific Research and De~ 
velopment, Massechusetts Institute of Technology, Cambridge, Massachu- 
setts; Willis George, Office of Naval Intelligence, Third Naval Dis- 
trict; Edward Palmer, Chief Yeoman, USNR; John J. Corbett, Chief Yeo- 
man, USNR, 


2, 

The following Papers, which are regarded as typical of Nikola 
Tesla's writings and thoughts in the period of 1925 to 1942, were removed 
for the purpose of record and are listed below in the random order in 
which they were found, together with a brief individual abstract, 


Exhibit A 


Possibilities of Electrostatic Generators® > an undated. 
‘article probably written about 934 discussing the possibili- =. °.0~ 


ties, as a source of high-voltage D-C power, of the Van de es 
Graaff type of electrostatic belt generator. The article 
states correctly the electrostatic principles employed in thig 
device and points out that such generators are not suitable 
for commercial high-power applications, though of undoubted | 
Sclentific value. Tesla's wireless tower, erected in 1902 on 
Long Island, is stated in this memorandum to have been charged 
to 30 million volts, = i, ot st 


Exhibit B = ~ aoe a 
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a 4l-page memorandum probably written about 1930 dealing with 
the above subject and proposing new theories of capillarity and 
surface tension. This correspondence indicated that this had 

been submitted to various industrial. companies.e _. >» -o 


eal a Oe 
fe) 


Exhibit D , : Me eee eT 


x "Reply to Amtorg re tthe generation of. “voltage and the 
acceleration of charged particles'*® — This document, dated No- 
vember 8, 1935, anawers questions raised by Soviet engineers and 
. scientists regarding Tesla's proposal of May 16, 1935. From 
this answer, it is deduced that the Proposal concerned the gen- 
eration.of high voltages by electrostatic means, These means 
consisted of a high-woltage terminal presumably supported on an 
insulating column and charged by a gaseous charge conveying 
medium passing between ground and terminal. The ideas contained 
in this memorandum are fairly similar to the belt-conveyor 
electrostatic generator methods proposed by}Van de raaff and 
do not appear to offer any umsual features, 7 


Exhibit £ 







. Terrestrial _ 
Motions at Distance" - This docunent, in the form of a letter 
dated June 12, 1940, to the Westinghouse Electric & Manufacturing 
“Company, proposes a method for the transmission of large amounts 
of power over vast distances by means of mechanical vibrations 

of the earth's crust. The source of porer is a mechanical or 
electromechanical device bolted to some rocky protuberance and 
imparting power at a resonance frequency of the earth's crust. 
The proposed scheme appears to be completely visionary and un- 
workable, Westinghouse's reply indicates their polite rejection 
of this idea, .~ yt He Fae ig Ga Re 


Exhibit F- a ee a EAE: ot See a 
“S New Art of Projecting Concentrated Non-Dispersive Enerzy 
through Natural-Media" = This undated document by Tesla describes 
. er-electrostatic method of producing very high voltages and ca= 
pable of very great power. This generator is used to accelerate 
charged particles, presumably electrons. Such a beam of high- 
energy electrons passing through air is the "concentrated non= 
dispersive® means by which energy is transmitted through natural 
media, As a component of this apparatus there is described an 


open-ended vacuum tube within which the electrons are first ac- 
celerated, 


test ie! 
Vos ss. 
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Exhibit F (cont.) 


The proposed scheme bears some relation to present.means 
for producing high-energy cathode rays by the cooperative use 
of a high-woltage electrostatic generator and an evacuated 
electron acceleration tube, It is well know, however, that 
such devices, while of scientific and medical interest, are 


dncapable of the ‘transmission ® ‘of large amounts of power in 
‘non-dispersed.béams over long distances... Tesla's disclosures 


in this memorandum would not enable the construction of workable 
combinations of generator and tube even of limited power, though 
the general elements of such .a combination are one da~ 
scribed. . 


Exhibit G 


A circular by carok\Bira, dated September 10, 1938, en- 
titled emendous New Power Soon to Be Unleashed". This de- 


. scribe popular style some biographical information concern 


ing Nikola Tesla and some ideas for the transmission of power 
on which he is stated to be working. It appears that the 
method of transmission is by the mechanical resonance method 
outlined in Exhibit F, above. 


Exhibit H 


This exhibit consists of .a series of letters to represen 
tatives of the British Government dated August 28, 1936; Octo~ 


i. per 26, 1937; December 15, 1937; and April 5, 1938. - It includes 


a reply dated January 7, 1938, from the British Government. 
These letters offer to the British Government, for a fee, the 
disclosure of a means for accelerating to high energies minute 
particles. Such beams would constitute a death ray eapepts of 


the protection of Great Britain from air attack. Se 


‘The method pronesed is essentially that described in Exhi- 


"bit F above. Following the initial letter dated August 28, 
1936, the subsequent letters attempt to clear up the "misunder- 


standings® of the British representatives and to expedite their 
acceptance of the Tesla proposal. The British reply dated Janu- 
ary 7 is a capa sla of disinterest in the proposal. 


= “Exhibit . m1 2; c . ar oS gmt renee 7 oe 


én undated memorandum written after Teslats 79th birthday 
describing several discoveries which he believed he had made, 
The first related to a dynamic theory of gravity which is de- 
scribed as not yet completed, The second stated as a physical 
truth the belief that "there is no energy in matter other than 
that received from the environment", This second statement, 
which is discussed at length in this and other writings of Tesla, 
indicates hie disbelief in the 600 of atomic or nuclear — 
energy. 003 


a to teen 





Exhibit I 


“si uethod of Producing Powerful Radiations® — an undat ed 
memoran in Tesla's handwriting describing "a new process of 


generating powerful rays or radiations*, The memorandum reviews 
the works of Lenard and Crookes, describes Tesla's work on the 
producation of high voltages, and finally in the last paragraph 


gives the only description 


of the invention contained in the 


memorandum. This description is as follows; “Briefly stated, 
my new simplified process of generating powerful rays consists 
in creating through the medium of a high-speed jet of suitable 
fluid a vacuous space around a terminal of a circuit and sup- 
plying the same with currents of the required tension and volumen 


Exhibit K 


A letter to prospective licensees on telegeodynamics dated 


December 27, 1941. This is 


a single-page letter with the type— 


written signature of Dr. Nikola Tesla, in which he addresses 


himself to the prospective 


licensees of telegeodynamics, states 


thet over a half million dollars was spent on this development 
,With funds contributed by the Morgans, Crawford, J. JeAstor, 


and Fish, as well as commer 
to be a new art with which 


Exhibit L_ 


Tesla'ts ANew System o 


cial organizations, and states this 
"unvelievable wonders can be achieved" 


f Fluid Propulsion®. This is an un- 


dated memorandum of about 20 typewritten pages describing a sys—- 
tem of fluid propulsion in which the conversion fron hydraulic 


to rotary mechnnical poner 
tween flat circular disks, 


terms a kind of hydraulic +¢ 


is achieved by passing the fluid be- 
sheftemounted and enclosed in a cas~ 


This memorandum written about 1925 describes in general 


urbine which seems practical. There 


‘1s copious evidence among the other of Tesla's papers that this 


idea was generally disclose 
that it received favorable 

of these comments are conta 
Exhibit Mo - 


~ - 


Os pn "The! ower of the Fut 
by Tesla and probably in re 


d to appropriate individuals and 
comment and possibly some use. Scone 
ined on the last page of the exhibit. 


ure® - a memorandm apparently written 
sponse to a request from some popular 


eclence group for an opinion as to the source of future power, 


This memorandum reviews the 
It discusses in some detail 
states as his opinion that 


gradual evolution of power sources, 
the possibility of atomic power and 
atomic power is not feasible. The 


discussion of atomic energy is apparently confused to some extent 
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Exhibit M (cont.) 


with planetary energy, The article further discusses the 
subject of wind, tides, lightning, and water power as a source 
of commercial energy. The last sentence of this mexiorandm 
states: "With my wireless system, it is practicable to trans- 
mit electrical energy at a distance of twelve thousand miles 
with a loss not exceeding 5 per cent. I can conceive of no 
advances which would be more desirable at this time and more 
beneficial to the further progress of mankind.® This memorandum 
constitutes an interesting generalized discussion of the various 
sources of power, It is qualitatively correct for the most . 
part except probably in that portion which deals with atomic 


power, 


' Exhibit N 


_ 
"The Transmission of Electric Ener Without Wires" - an 
article by N.<fesla in tha Electric World, March 5, 1904, pages 
429-431. A general, somewhat biographical article on Tesla's 
early work with some speculation on the possibility of long- 
distance wireless transmission of large amounts of energy. 


Exhib 


U 
Dae System of Wireless Transmission of Energy" = an 
article by N. Tesla in elegraph and Telephone Age, October 16, 
1927, pages 457 and 460. An article which traces the early 
work on the production and transmission of electromagnetic ra- 
diations, describes Tesla's efforts to increase the amount of 
power which can be transmitted without wires and concludes 
with a proposedforld System" for the Wireless transmission 
of beth power and communications. No workable disclosure of 

a means for accomplishing this is included, and such generali- 
ties as suggest the approach which Tesla had in mind do not 
seem capable of accomplishing the desired result, 


it C 


Exhibit P | 


Interview with Dr. Kikola Tesla" by Alden P>Trmagnac 
for#¥opular Science Monthly, May 24, 1928. An ll-page memoran- 
dum written in popular conversational style describing an in- 
terview with Dr. Tesla and reporting bis present work, This 
report includes statements on a new airplane, on rocket ships, 
on the wireless transmission of power, on a world system plan 
for the transmission of speech and television, on the imprac- 
ticability of harnessing atomic energy, on radio activity, end 
on the acceleration of charged particles, such as cathode rays, 
by high voltages, 
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Exhibit Q 


{ 


f) 


An, agreement dated April 20, 1935, between Nikola Tesla 


and th wmtorg Trading Corporation, in which Tesla agreed to 
supply plans, specifications, and complete information ona 
method and apparatus for producing high voltages up to fifty 
million xolts, for producing very small particles in a tube 
open to air, ‘for increasing the charge of the particles to 

the full voltage of the high potential terminal, and for pro~ . 
jecting the particles to distances of a hundred miles or more, 
The maximum speed of the particles was epecified as not less 
than 350 riles per second. The receipt of $25,000 fee for 


signed by Nikola Tesla and by AX Bartanian of the Amtorg Trad- 


this disclosure was ina by hfe this agreement, which was _ 


ing Corporation. The method referred to in this agreement is 
apparently that described in Exhibit F, above. It is probable 
that Exhibit D, above, is an effort by Tesla to clear up the 
questions raised by Soviet engineers after the subject dis- 
closure had been made. There is no evidence that the inven- 


tions and information referred 
than those described in ‘a numb 


to in this agreement are other 
er of Tesla's papers and pub- 


lished articles. It should therefore be expected, and it is 
substantiated by Exhibit D, that this disclosure subsequently 


proved unworkable. 


36 


the Tesla efforts at the Manhattan Yar 
Governor Clinton Hotel showed those to 


ry ¢ : s ; 
a at on ee, ee a ee 
ot wot s toe ae a 
on a " < tary oi are ar bf “4 » 
i . : 


Mass. Inst. of Tech., 
Cambridge, Mass., 
Jamary 30, 1943. | 
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nn en emeremmae mete rane 


Se em at ee eer a serene ue ott 


An examination of severel items of scientific apparatus among 


ehouse and in a deposit box at the 
be standard electrical measuring 


instruments in common use several decades ago, 


eo 


JORN G, TRUMP, 
‘Technical Aide, 
Division 14, NORC, 


SS te ee f o. j ee Oy Oe. a Toe , 
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ot | ae eg = : 7 . -_ eres ; a Fe : : a 
"2.7: LIST OF BERSONS ASSOCIATED WiTa NIKOLA TESLA - 


- - - on : Cr . owe ah Saag 
a7 - ~ = = 


_*"" Kerrigan, William = 89 Logan Sts, Brooklyn, N.Y. ge tae. 

Seb Employed as building supt. Washington Market, Brooklyn. 

D.C d of ob 0-480) was the messenger boy for Postal Dee lees 

Telegraph some years prior to Jan. 1943. At Wr, Tesla's 

-roquest, he continued his services as Special o: 

messenger when convenient. He had called upon Tesla ~ 

the week prior to his death and has much valuable data — ee 
and information Concerning Tesla's contacts. J first . 

met Mr. Kerrigan at the Frank Carcpbell funeral churoh. . .. ’ 


N 


oT 
“-. 


"| | Bawigarten, Charles ="Room 1203, Municipal Blds., udget Bureau, NeY.c. * 

Mage? oe  €Mr. Baumzarten was mot at the funeral and ~= > 

aU" OMe. Willian Lawrence of the New York Times and myself | 

nears - had lunch with him. “pe. Baumgarten knew Tesla and eb te 

ear ". his connections with the Queensboro Bridge and many of | 
ta eee his developments of Civic interest, er se. a 


a 
~ 


oy o- 
~ 
. 


“aw. Skerritt, Miss Dorothy Fe = Office, Biddle Purchasing Company, 107 Chanbers ~*~ 
Rae ae oo bY Fk 7 ' Street, ) > ers - Foe 2-5500. 
eae oto ee “.... °7 ... Residence: Hasbrook Heights, New Jersey oy ap atin 
Ce ae eae “> " Miss Skerritt was secretary to Doctor Tesla fron 1912 
=. until 1922. She is familiar with the Marconi patent 
_. suit, many of Teslats scientific theorfes; knows the 
. Mames of some of his friends; has witnessed ee 
demonstrations’ in his laboratory, then at 8h. 40th St. 
NeYeCe Miss Skerritt also knows that between 1916 — : 
‘and 1918, Doctor Tesla was at the Blackstone Hotel, 
Chicaro and may have material there. She can give 
account of many of his deals with various firmse 


oe 


MAE US Oe ge 


_. Merrington, Marguerite - 46 W. 97th Street, NeYeCe = Riverside 9-8186 
ne ee ey Miss Merrington has known Doctor Tesla since 1893 
and has been a guest of his on several occasions at 
the old Waldorf Hotel and at hig laboratory in 1894 -:.. 
on Houston Street. Miss Herrington recalls the Me ee 
lighting effeots without filaments ard his radio |.” 
controlled boat demonstrations. She also recalle 
statexents regarding Communication without wires Leh'g 
means of & small instrument. She has witnessed many 
laboratory experinents including power transniss%on 
without wires over short distances in the laboratory 
.8nd also metallic plate suspension. He had also ; 
talked about communication with mars to‘her.. .. : 
Se ne ae aris pote +e , : 


ene: 


SRA ARR D ergy ne ee 


. a : 
oh; . z: 7 as aT a “; ; at ow eee 
Holden, Mra. Agnes, J -*337 BE. 52 Ste NeYeCe = Placa 3-234) 
, Mrs. Holden is the daughter of Robert OPEN Lo) ele¥ To} 01 
(deceased) (1936) who was a Close friend of Tesla _ 
for many years. Urs. Holden first met Mr. Tesla .~ 
at her father's hore when she was avout 12 years’ old. -~ 
‘The Johnsons were connected with the Century Magazine 
which published many articles regarding Tesla.~- - 
“re Johnson wrote several poems about Tesla, one of | 
_ ,Whioh sppoared in the April, 1g95 issue of the = 


— 


© 


— 


- 
-- Te ee 
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Tot 4pyy 


7. Century Narpazine and the others appeared in — --: 
on: Poems of 50 years, 1880-1930 by ee 
~  ss. Robert Underwood Johnson. Yrs. Folden has been -~ 

“es... in close contact with Yoctor Tesla and hag phe ds 

: "4; > witnessed many of his denonstrutions including ©.‘ is Hs 
~ that of the oscillator of 1899. She recalls the. 9- 

"oss near destruction of the laboratory. Since ~ koe Were ead 

oo I Snays “World 11" , she has talked with Dootor Tesla “2.0 2s. 

“ci. " with regard to instruzents of war and he told -u so 


el 
i mn 
ae 
se 


< b ss 


—N e 
a . 
42 IRN LY 


382 . _- her in response to her inquiry rogarding A200) ¢ 
Sr “recently that he could Stop then or the war. 


~:, She recalls his discussions with her and her ee 
~ " father rogarding transmissions of power and oe 
‘ie. Mara, etc. She says that she knows that Tesla." 
-“<tyhas things for our Governuent only. brs. Holden’ 


"li" witnessed many of the experiments and. was 2. 
i. present at the radio-controlled boat Cenonstration 
owe a” Many Yoors agoe — po a we ae 


a 
eel vl 
a 

vA ne 


woe 


SrLowenstein, Fritz (Docoased) Erother, Bmil Loxenstein = 182 Bennett Ave... 
gt eon oe ree eYeCe = Wa-7-4519. Rushness (Artist) $20 2 eel, 
aes : moe ae xington Ave ee > rere Nu-5S-8065-6 x moe? 


1 Mr. fritz Lowenstein Was the assistant to -  _. +. 


t 


-~« a 
— comme 


vote" "Dr. Tesla durine his historic ledoratory 90: 
is experiments in Colorado Springs in 1899. He Was 
, €lso to have appoared as a defense witness or 
..7.-,.. for Tesla in his Marconi patent suites during ..<°"- ° 
i227, °1918, but for some reason failed to testify. ~~ 


eas eas ie wa ccct-The brother, Fnil, addross above, knows of the 
ae - ae, soot es 7 ope latives of Ur. Fritz Lowenstein who have Shas 
; = its eo aes yo. 3 Zdoounents pertaining to the 1899 2.9 oI ab bul Soh tn 
_ cat <a: ee oe te co: (dr. GH. Clark provided information re rn 


eee ae ss te at” documents’ and Lowenstein) (Kr. Czrito mentioned 
ai eee Pee 7": Lewenstein). Mr. pril Lowenstein is not on <: a 
_” friendly terms with the entire Lowenstein family ee 2g 
- ‘end a Mr. Wassey, 52 Vanderbilt Avo. can Rate ne 
“ois ..furnish additional information re Lovensteine | 


ae) 


a Shirk, A.J. = Inventor's Model Shop, 70 West 100th st. NYC. AC~2-9466. . 


Kr. Shirk has met Tesla on 3 occasions and 
_ Sppears to know quite a bit about his model work 
oo, a and laboratory developnents, particularly 
eres - iE - + * . . within recent years. His exact status can only 


va. 


“ 4 ...-.. be determined by another call or Onaot-statue 

Efe am nee ee : 2 wr interview. Ee is ‘atter ting to detsrmine the 8 
B Aaa Big ER ya Aer etee egg, ot “RO A ree Pee So detprn SIC aE eR 
vases | Sm ee “ett Vogts ae Oa addtess of a Lebéradt sry that existed at about. --¥ oe OE 
VSS 34 es. "YR ~~ * S7th and rd Ave. dnd with whon a certain anak 


eo _ Dr. Walker was connected. 


Arbus, Furiel, Miss = Res: 600 W. 13th st. Tel: Vanderbilt 4-9816, 
ae - Bus: WB, Chanin Ruilding, NeY.C. . 
Kiss drbus has severe) photographs of Tesla 
-- yo, ONd was @ secretary to him before Migs Dorothy .../. 
ga Skerritt, 4.0. before 1912. She hus not been ~*~: 
_.” interviewed except by phone. -. . _ 
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_ S Berg, Seigur 


: dies Va ae oe PRC Neko a ee Asti. 
Sigmund) = Copenhagen, Dermarke Business: Paris, Frances ~ 2... 
~ t+ "He has not been interviewed, See kr, BL n 
-~ e Of the Internationa] Latex Co 
.~ _ for dnformation.s Mey Berg wa 

“7. Of Tesla in Europe and mentioned other 

nie “cst lof his family; Mr. Ernest and Hr. Esko Berg. 2: 
oe ee ae ape found in Correspondence from rs. B.A. Bhrend _ 
. S24, C ree ee eae *. to Mr.” Kenneth Sweery in 1935 and 1934, ~~ - =... 


fone he dee ai. 
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ae. Re sed 
2 a 
a 


friend te 


members” ©” 


eee a eer ge re rene sae — aN 
ix Se ne ‘Behrend, Bernard, A. krse = Rond Point, diken, 3.C. Phone 135, Be ee i, 


Beat: Peas ke Se Sara Jo 7. * Mee Behrend and Mrg, Heaviside wore very close ~° - 
hay Se eg. Sythe d beers orl. ae" fpfends of Dr» Tesla. ¥re.. Behrend has many .°-. 7. 
ees genio ORE eae t TL? notes ana teohnical data Concerning Tesla'g -.-— ~~ 
She Oe 4 USES AE aS ee ee either stored near Foston, hiass or Oto on oe 
“...Adken, S.C. Mr. Behrend was Chief Engineer -=_: 
| for Westinghouse and supervised the .__—. Care 
~ Oonstruction of a great nimber of Teslats ~ oo 

. oe ee oe . “motors and generators. He is author of CoN Ua eras 
ae Up ater hee "The Industfon Yotor™ pub. 192] in which aU oe | 

- . . ie eh | 7." “oonsiderabdle portion is devoted to Tesla's work. ©: 


mere 


< ar ~ . 
: male — =v. 


a ee ee 


Belgrade, Yugoslaviae eee 
a des - Wire Boskan published a book in Dresden, ~ -"-~_ 

(eee eee a er ee, ke _ Germany entitled "Nikola und Hs Werk" in PONS, 
aie Piet Rigs PS 1932 (Approx) Mr. Boskan was & Olose friend of .- | 


~ ew 


am - 


-4°°-" “Boskan, ‘Slavko, kr. Engineer and author, 
Oe vy 2 or eee x . aaa 


le not : 


Mr. Tesla and has Considerable engineering —*:. 
Rat, ate Gee 63 *’ data in his possession according to Mr. Sweetys 
A eet Denton,Clifford, Mr. = Science Reporters. Nev: York Daily News, Jae Mee at — 
= PIS OS eho ALE e Fog f2nd St. N.Y.C. bu-2-1234 Ext. 657... 
cad . ons '+ Mr. Denton has deen present at many of So ea 
oe Dr. Tesla's press releases and has many notes 
= - rogardineg the conferences. Ho said that he > 
ee — gave most of his Gata to Mr. iim. Lawrence o) 
- 3 . the New York Times e eee ge 
- _ Brown 2rothors (ir. Arthur Brown) 220 W. 42 st. Bryant 9-4742, F.C. ae 
e 03s a eee . |” Brown Rpothers are photographers and have a ~ 


° 
eu Lie 


-t ' large nunder of photos of Tesla and his. 
~ laborator» equipment from which may be 
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3 deduced mechanical Construction details. - 
pte oh } . ao : . ° e . - rf : re 
ritie Curtis, Thomas Stanley - Addross: unknowne Author “Experizents with “ 
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tr a n wants = 
aces _, .Bigh Frequencyee currénts" tabei ete ene 
tye ee Le “~It As inport.nt to locath kro Cuvtis because*?.2. "| 
aes oe - : "s vet aye . f a Bac! 
et. Bl Che Viscussed meny Of Tesla's problems and? ae 
a&ppeers to have technical data regardinzs his - 
Worke oe -- 
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2" ee 
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Cramps, Shipouildin: Co. Philadelphia, Pa. ae 
. Mr. Crosdy, forzer Sec. of Commerce, and 


- 


a it er 


kr. Cramps becute interested in the radio _ 


ee 


céhtrélled bout of Dr, Tesla about 35 years 9.7 
Q@50- Serotiations were carried on between 


_. Dre Tesla and the &00ve executives. ‘This... 
-7 dnBorzation was furnished by Mre Kerre - 2.x. 
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er “te may be’well to contact Mr. Srosby's cows 
coo ‘relatives “or Mr. Craps. meta S* 
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vt. Geito, Julius 4629 losra st. Plushing, Long Island. Tels Plushing 7-4711.° 
ee eee Te eS +l gt Mre Ceito was mentioned to ine first by 0-04." 
Ty Tage tS PS dag OO ‘74: Mr. Kosenovich and later Fr. Spanel had ~ 
".. -Feceived his name from ¥r. Wn. Lawrence. - 
.. CE Mre Ceito is a machinest by trade and 3°. ee 
ve worked for Dr. Tesla as such from 1916 to “2. 
“esl 1929. He was particularly concerned with -+.<°~ 
me the construction of a ‘turbin, and a fountain . ~ 
te [developed for a ¥r. Hatmaker.” Among other .:. 


‘22, 2, things, he worked on an extractor for -. ~. 
' Sulpher from sea water and mec a 
.,@evice for measuring the resistance ofa -- 


3 . 
Fs 


ball bearing. He has little data left of .: 
“Dr. Tesla's' work but has a very good _ -- 
‘Memory. He mentioned the Boston gear “2. 24 Sa 
works, Mr. Bradley, Mr. Miller, ths ee es ee 
.,,2umbach Machinery Coe and Kr. Barney Levi. caw 
_ Mr. Ceito's father also worked for lage 
“" Dre Tesla in 1894 and was with him at his”~° - * 
5" Bouston St. laboratory. Mr. Crito, sr. ee 
‘;.. _@ecompanted Dr. Tesla to Colorado Springs 
“~ "fn 1899. Mr. Ceito has a very good memory 
and can furnish additional inforzution.’” 7 
He has discovered a photograph showing all --: 
~. Of the employees of the old Tesla laboratory. 
. He worked for Dr. Tesla on the development 
of @ speedometer for the Walthan Watch Co 
(This information fron interview),  _ 
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"Clark, Mr, Geo. He = Ress 349 E- 49th St. “Tels £1-5-1603. Bus: RCA “fp. Cos. . 
eS eee ae ae ane “7 * (Library) 25 Beaver St. N.Y.C. Room S14 4, 
sy) atta a _ .Telt Eanover 2-1829. Ext 123. eae 

= ' kr, 6.3. Clark was contacted by virtue of a 

.¢@ll placed in December to Xr. Oran Dunlap 
of the FCA Corp. Mr. Clark has a very |” - 
_ large collection of personal data Ffertaining 

to radio pioneers, particularly Marconl,. 

‘His business has been to Collect such data 
; _ 4n order to assist the prosecution of a suit 
“OU Cet infrigment arainst the Varconi patents. 
ae oe. Eo has never et Dr. Tesla but he knows of. - Ag 
7, SS hts wor tnd is iriterestef ‘in Collecting — 
historical data for preservation. Mr. Clark . 

ds a friend of Ar. Sweezye ve a 


we, 
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Crosby, Former Sec. of Commerce, Washington, D.C fadéress unknown) 
; See Crazps and Kerr - - | 


“- 


Wetzel, Tailors = 28. agth -t. vurty Fili 22-6757.  N.Y.C. 
ve Lae a T:is firm was tailor for Dr. Tesla= 
throughout most of his life and may have. ~ 
informetion with regard to his friends, —_ - 


_, Rot otherwise listed, | *"- rl 
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"French, Shriner and trner- shoe esheten 250 Madison “hvos hey Fi1) 2.0819. -- 
- ReYeCe on : 
Dr. Tesla’ purchased most all of his shoes be ako oo 
“this firm for the past 50 years and data may | as 
oe 7 gathers? fra their records such as mailing -- 
re ele ote > Addrosses, etc) Lee 
ens Corneles Fredrick 2 Cs F.B.T> 0 *fice Federal Court Fouse slags 12th Floor. : ae 
Bees ore Se -.° 3. Eegent 2-2315 aa ey: OR 
- Tet TE “leer. Mr. Cornels was invormed of the poseibk value : 
Pe ee = is of Dr. Teslats cata immediately following his 2. ae 
: pontine: Te) far as me no action” was taken. em a. 
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to, contact call Kr. Clark of FCA. - . 
¥r..Cramnm knows a great deal stout Dr. Tesiats | 
relations with the RCA Company. ¥r. Cram OB tns 

was @ former. enpleyee Spe ROMS , , te 
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, Gilder, Rodan - 108 E. @2nd St. NeYeC. Butterfield e-7397. : 
Son of Richard Watson Silder, former Pub. “of - 
Century Macarine. Mr. Gilder knows of somo * 
. old Tesla manuscripts and what has happened to 
B ee . _ his files of the Century Magazine at its ae 
Wem " "dissolution. This name was received fron” oe. 
aan Merringtone ; oe 


or. 
® 


Bay 27 


oe 


Roo:: 811, Cirole 6-1464 (restricted mnber) ” 
NeYeCe UWeSe Army Int. G2. 
Lt. Denmark and his superiors were notified 
_. by Kr. Spanel and Washin:ton with regard to -. 
Tesla devices. Lt. Den-ark was interviewed | 
Her Siyoiete* pete SS eye _ ” personally with & group of 4 other officers — 
- erica che “, . Ancluding Wr. Pitchens | is ae 


Brg a 
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- Kirsch, Leon ~ "a former draftsman ‘for Tesla - nane from: Liss Dorothy skerritt. 
ere a This party should be located because he hada. 
lot of confidential catd of Tesla's and made 
many drawings according to Yiiss Skerritt. 
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Satan’ grees to. an Austrian by name of. DePree at out 1914. 4 ae 

oor ie aa Miss Drews was ‘secretary to Dr. “Tesla prior. AS &. 

ae ae Ne Oh Bs to 1912. Her present address is unknown and * 
she was not in good favor with Dr. Tesla, 


according to Miss Skerritt, the informunt. 
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DosPassos, John - Attorney, and very good friend of Dr. Tesle. Address unkncwr. 
7, °, Wanted Tesla to stop the Spanish. American Ware 


res ’ Formerly lived in New York. The ‘Gentleman was 
expensively cressed ard wore frocked coat 


=a aimiler fo Tesla with bright checkered veste 
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Had office in eietntty. of 300 Broatwey 5 as > 
late as 1520. Mr. DosPassos {s believes tows nae 
_,have engineering deta of Tesle's according. 

to Thomas Byrnes one : 


ad - . 
> = -, 


ae e ‘Dek porrest, Ry! Yoo 6190 Eollywooa Blvd.” Los A » Calife =. ¥ 
Yai ees : as Dr. DeForrest is" alive end was a 
"Bees: ‘i2friend of Dr. Tes n the late 90 ang - 
as early 1S00's. There isa possibility “#=.-2 =~ 
aes 7 ~.that, jie may. be. ‘adle to assist in Intore a — 
oa - preting Tesla's WOrkGe = ae Por mere 


s: So : 4 -. 


“e “tibtlier, ‘willis - "Presi dent of Cornell pibilier Coe, vahufacturers’ gf as = : Pane : 
he Eros Fs 2" “CCondensers. Mr. GR. Clark informs ee Pongal 
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-.. that Kr. Dubilier hasin his possession * 
oo “some of the original. notes of the 1699 
~. Oxperinents , Ain’ Colorado Springs. ee 


jidonburé. ABs A reporter “for the ‘Brooklyn’ ‘Bogle’ during 1930 who had 
hte? ". ,Mumerous contacts with Tesla with regcerd . 
“to Power Transmission. His ‘present. address 
ts unknown but _he formerly resided in cy 
* ,$ Brooklyn ung il” saa 


a) ¢ Cana 
Ee fee 2.0L 


-~ Pitgeeraia, Francis, Ae = . Niagara Pover ‘Commission, Buffalo, ie Ye 
" .. . (Mire Pitegerald, according toa personal 
ars ‘:. interview with Dr. Tesla, was e¥friend 
“a, &- Of his on the A.C. power proposition for 
1, the devélopriont of Niagara. Fe also told ..". 
“me that Mr. Fitrgerald attempted to -. =~. 
* tafluence the Canadian Power Cormission in| 
"1927 for ‘a project to transmit power without | 
“wires. There is ‘a scatman 5 Shae he may 
“have” some datae-.- a 
-fernsback, ago P ‘publisher, Ress 230 West End’ Ave. Sonhler 4-2130. Fg 
“Bus: 25 W. Broadway, Tels Ractor 2-9690. 2) “H- 
. & Friend of Yesla for about $6 years... oe 
_ Published many articles about Tesla during | 
1191S in the "Rlectrical Experimenter and *. 
_later in Science and Invention.” Hag r = 
of Tesla's original manuscripts and photos. ~~~. 
"Believes in all of Teslats theories and has a a 
‘8 working knowledge of then. This party’ * 
ates scongacted Beveral weske Srior ta ¥. res te 
Dr.<Te la's degth. Mrat Gernsback attempted ve 
. to assist Dr. Tesla personally and aprealed 
to Nestinchouse for funds in 1533. 
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Glochester, Mass. Tel. 2080 © om i 


a. Kre Harmond, Sr., financed same ) 
" Dre Teslaté boat e experiments an only. 10 
years apo John Fayes Hammond, Ure operated 
..one of Teslatg original models. | The - 

- Faady ae one. of the boats fa their . 
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gene + Fey - Boss ‘Belporty’ ‘Long Teland © oo OF 
~ Machinest, 'S perry Btesbore Company, 3 eats 
er. * “Garden City, t Lele “Employee Kunber 5470, a 
Us Phone Vigilent 4-5400 (Restricted number) ‘ 
Ext. 211. Use any New York Phone. Kame 
~~ fron Czito. byt party knows of Tesla's eee Sys 
“laboratory é on Long Island through the -“.. = 
Pe Jeundry’ driver named Tomy” Mallen, ne etal 


oe we Pyogat : 


= + Setanta Geraons ;tong Island, 
CHas not deen Bonfacted) ©: 


os 224: 


sry. {no snteiane) party who “‘Hnanted fountain built by ‘Eetto, oe 
a ar ....Has not been contacted, but he lived in the 
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g Ste Rogis Hotel din 1920. Oe . ce 


x . 
oe ein gee , 


ot Tels Cirole 7-7900, Office- Regent 794662. - 
President of the Central European Powers ~~3" >= ° 
 “*gssociat ion and former Minister of Yugoslavia. 
| oto the UeS. Mr. Ke ié one of the two living : 
~ “nephews of Dr. Nikola Tesla (seo Nikola frbjevich) | 
'. Mr. K. was present in the Hotel New Yorker ... 

' on the morning following Dr. Tesla's death. Or "s 
Others present were K.é. Sweezy, GeH. Clark. -- 
tre Ke knows of many blue prints’ that were 
“in ‘the rooms and a black ‘notebook with 

.” several hundred pages containing the last 
“notes of Dr. Teslae Mr. Ke Says that some - 
;, of the papers were marked "Government" and 
that Dre Tesla had told him he had valuable 
Information. Mr. Ke is of the opinion that 
; dt may have been for the Yugoslav Gov't. oe 
“He says that no will was found. His attorney — 
‘is Mr. Mittenberg. He was anpointed heir 
by the Surrogates Court of New York pak hia 
He said that the other nephew waived any « . 
interest. Mr. Ks is not in accord with | 
kr. Fotich, present Ambassador of Yugloslavia 
to U.S», now in Washington. There ig a bit . 
of ara unrest ol the Agoslev ere ey eee 
4° “° “Se, _ ~ ae - ‘wrt 
Courtland 7-9324 = also associated by Byrnpe i 
This firm was the patent attorney for 112 of 
the Yesla patents. They also instituéed the 
proceedings of the infringenent suits for the 
, westinghouse Company. Mr. Serr knew Tesla -° 
“very well anc can give considerable datae 
lr. Cooper, now deceased, was however, the _ 
tain instigator of the patents for Teslae jae 
bre Cooper left this fin: sone time ago and: 
“Tesla . Spparently eho g.ome oe ad business = : 
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Lived in Enslands Relieved ¢ 


‘Science Writer, Nev “ork times. 
vss) Lackawanna “4-1¢¢00, 
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Bssoclates. the 44. 225 

in bis om handwriting |: 

“BPO available at this office. kr. Byrne => 
has additional information. I am of the FE la 
. Opinion that this firm still has a connection ~~ 

2 gt ith Westinghouse. ..” ns. oe ale 
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which see Urito. s--.’ 
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: -, Office of this Company regarding the systen .! 


fon and any patents on |. 
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of Power Transriss : 
~£ile which Wore never issued Mr. Kerr and - - 
Mr. Byrne were Cont 


acted before kr. Tesla's Fo 


“ 


a - 


’ o- eahips than a 
‘Official photographer for ‘the : 
Yugoslav group. “Office believed to be - 
255 E. 72nd st. and Residenée in Long Island 

. City. He may be reached through Regent 7-46 
‘He is a friend of yr, ‘Kosonoviche - oe 
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Tesla Institu 


Rest Belgrad, Yugdslovia at the 
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~.Fe was @ school matey of Tesla in 
the N.Y. sun of August 27, 1931, a 
N. Y. or Engineer, ) F Yoyet Ottinger, * is i 
Courtland 7-6500. _ rns . 
He was a friend of lir, JeS. Leach CCCENTT)) = 
formerly of Redbank, N. Y. who made electrical -; ‘ 
parts for Teslats laboratory. He Says that 

.-. he Can get informétion regarding Leach'g “<_<... 

' _ Felatives and Perhaps drawings. eo Sada oe ae 
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 ebatacts by Tesla during his ‘sérvices hs a*.: te? 
He has rot beer located. 


name from Ceito who said 


be in Vanhattan. 
Western Union Me 


mad 
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“ ‘Messenzer. 
© be near London, nox deceased. . *:. 
cerabdle Correspondence with | eee 
transmission of power without -~ 
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Family had consi 
Tesla regarding 
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Rhinelander 4-553, 


i prisnd of Teslats for about. 25 voube cs Fas oe 
‘,; much old data regarding Tesla ard hes talked 
in?” to him on many occasions regerding power 


a transmission. and the war effort. Has assisted. 


at greatly in provjding information for gathering 
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The Yugo slow ‘Scosety, 565 5th Ave. Roost “667. P1-8-0286° pes 3 ee 

: oe nee This is the information center and serves “pe Age 
“The publicity’ agent for the group. Ca alos a 
Mies BE. Oppa also works “there and has many . 


“names of mente’ pra OnRe =. oe. 


fatthews, y Gronvitle ‘(decensed) wife was Gana Malker, Met. ‘stac sponsored _ 
7 _. by McCormick. The family lived in England - 
“until his eath and his wife now resides in ee, s 
New Yorke Mr. Katthews was refered to in ~- 
., Lesla's articles for the Telephone and Telegraph . 
_ Age ‘for Oot. 1927. Mr. Matthews had correspon- 
i fg he nee . 3." dence with Tesla on the so-called "Death-Ray"s 
oo" > ee : a. ae : = SS. meter Walker has vet of her husband's data. Pas. 
‘ nates oe: oo te ase ; eee ate a Aten g How . beatte Of Retr $y 
i $0) Ee 90th ‘St. R.Y.C. Bus: 6 E. 45th ade eet 
_ pole V Venderbdbilt 6-0345. . tt qe Te: 
The Mott family financed Tesla in various tees 
— ventures. - They may have some of this datas - eee 
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sgascotes: N. “Oe. Fora Kvsoum, Detroit, Kich. ."- a eee Bie et 
; : Mr. Gossett is associated with aMr. ‘Bleck ~ 
while he is on leave of absence to the Arny. 
_Mr.: Slack may be reached regarding some models _ 
“ot Tesla's which are understood to be on 
“display at the Ford Museune 
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~ > 2a ; aes Ne Long Beach*Avee. Freéport,“Long Tsland. 
ake : “Tele Freeport 20493. . é 
Solence editor of the New York Herald Tribune, 
200 We 41 St. N.YeC. Pennsylvania 6-4000. . 
“Mr. O'Neill has known Dre Tesla for 40 yearse .. 
He has hed many ‘discussions with him regarding ; 
“his ‘equipment and solentific ventures. He'-.> .- 
“ tnterested Dre Tesla in 1934 and 1935 to . 2c. 
‘present the matter of national. protection — 
__Beyices to. the UeSe Govte: O'Xe A21 made - 
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“Plokardy ‘bee ‘Greenlier mitttor..s9 Dalton Ste Howton Center, Masse Dee. 


“ astor, Mrs. John | Jacob (aay. Ribblesdate) now living in the US.” 7 


ra fer Contacte ‘and the matter was " dropper 
_ Mr. O'Neill has notes of 1938 and 1939 wher 
_.Dre Tesla declared ke had been approached by..°~: 
ithe British Govt. through Stanley Baldwin and . 
Neville Chamerlain to negotiate for one of. Be 
“x: devices. Mr. O'Neill thought that the eum 
: woe offered was for 30 millions of dollars. “In the ae 
.. interview, Dr. Tesla stated that his device =~ |. 
| operate over a range of 200-250 miles. - | 
_ Mre O'Neill is of the opinion that Tesla had *, a 
<*" Unusual powers. Mr. Lawrence is of the Opinion 2". ". 
aa :=" that he d@oex not know what he is talking about.” 


7 “O'Nes 21 can furnish mush additional informat, One 
eee me, ve er‘ a6. oh PBN, er 
v - Dre Pickard was a very good @riend of Dr. Tesla. :=-: ee 
- Dre Pickard developed the vertical antenna —- ein eas 
-~eysten and has correspondence with Tesla = o=~ eG 
» goncerning “wave propagation". ‘This information coe 
_fhould’ be valuable. eal aoe 
irony tne “Photographers, 362 ‘sth Ave. MeY.Co Wis 72715 ees Dek 
Re _.=, . They have photos of the old Tesla «Laboratory and 
Sey a ae “pictures of Tesla to 1914. = 
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. attorney by the name of Bean in Manhattan. ~ He 
oe ge worked out many of Tesla's details penta 

; "Power Transmission and Tesla gave hin many crs 

“notes. gaccording to Mr. ferr. ‘ 


fae eee Manhatten fcr about 40 years and Was formerly — 


= Redosavijovton, Pauly Ee “New York Uaivorsity, Professor, Bduestion Dept. 


Sy ee en - Tels Spring T= 2000. = ties 
Pa aN ee mes A friend of Tesla for 35 years and knows “much 
_. of his work with mecerd | to the: retina and bite: rae 
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~ Ritohen, “(ttre name unknown) Anti-Trust Division, Custodian of Alien | a 
_. Property, 18th Floor, 120 Broadway, NeYoCe: .. 
; _ ‘Regent 2-3582 (restricted number). Mr. Ritchen\” . - 
es we surerviaed bhe varipue agents who Wore rs, *: MONS | 
«Met sible for the sealing of the’ praperty fais 
_ the Vanhattan warehouse anc various hotels.. ‘On 
-” Saturday eves, Junuary 10, 1943. This office 
worked with Lt. Denmark. f 
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who financed many of Tesla's developments: ‘about ow 


1910. and their family pee pare. bala of. importences. wee, 
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“Publication.” nines: Slew Jersey, Tel: Ramsey 619. ae 
so) This party knew Dre Tesla very well end I‘ - a 
fe ge Se RAGES oo  «Ralked'to him séveral weeks préor to Tesla's *’ 
~—7 eee Z oe eek reg AD nS death. Be has some Plans of Tesla equipment.” a 
ae 2 oe om: ny ae Per dT ae 
c. . TES Brooklyn; ¥. Y. ‘Evergreen 9-809 . a a 
ee, Sg? FT . Mr. Sweesy’ has known Dr. fesle for approximately ~A 
ee ee Pate es - i “TB became a close confident of his. SE = 
‘7. SS ea ao a Se gy da very notable work in) ¢-0" = 
arranged for a Collection of 100 - --. 
‘letters fran various solentific authorities <:- 42: 
= _ Commemorating Tesla’s 75th birthday. Mr. Sweety = 
ae .. Wrote i many articles about Dr. tesla and has ae eee 
ple gone rf. clippings and miscellaneous data © a Ege 
ee Cluding several books detailing Tesla's work. -. fo. 
Sweety corresponded With Mr’ Boskan and neg 
‘wre. Behrand. ~ He is a friend of Xr. Clarke 
an Sweery would like to write a book of 
, reslats life and had spoken te with Dre Tesla -. 
_ Pégarding ite I contacted kr. Sweery several ~ 
| Weeks before Dr. Tesia's death. (Kuch a 
_ Anfomation ¢ oan be. obtai ited here). =~“ 


“Charles. Be. “taatruster of Electrical Engineering, Yale 


ee ee ms University, New Eaven, Conn. ant 
--— --~- ace RRS - Pee ETOL Scott Was a friend of Tesla for about 
PN see iene _.,43 years.” Be worked as an electrician with 
‘Tesla in the early days and knows a great 
=~ Geal about his work. ’ Profs Scott and Tesla 
_ did not enjoy closa: friendship dyring recent | 
” years because Prof. Scott. could not underetend 
dn full, all of Teslats work. More . . 
“id -information can be obtained here.’ 
Eres aig Grant Tetrece; Varoneck;. We YY, a eae ee 
Krs. Scherff was the auditor for Tesla for « 
_ any years and has much. information to give, 
"She has information concerning Tesla's personal 
~ fhings and teohnical data and Can provide 


Scalers +, eee ee ne ane es much of value, Aineluding old documents. 
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CC-247 
Mr. Tolson 
{ Mr. Clegg 
Mr. Glavin 
Mr. Ladd 
Mr. Nichols______ 
Mr. Rosen 
Mr. Tracy 
Mr. Egan 
Mr. Gurnea 
: Mr. Harbo 
/ ‘Mr. Mohr 
June 8, 1949 ‘ Mr. Pennington __ 
Mr. Quinn Tamm _ 
MEMORANDUM FOR MR. WHITSON Mr. Nease 
° ‘ Miss Gandy 
RE: SAvA N. KOsANOVIC 
YUGOSLAV AMBASSADOR TC ‘tHe US 
INTERNAL SECURITY - R 
(Bureau file 65-47953 ) 
a 


ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED : 


URPOSE EREIN IS | LASSIFIED vs ite” 
irc er 21 at EGO" 


4 

This memorandum is submitted to incorporate ali the pert 
references in the Bureau files concerning tne entitled individual who is 
tne Yugoslav Ambassador to tne United States. 





A case was opened on this individual when information was 
received that Kosanovic had taken possession of the scientific papers 
‘of his uncle, Wikol (Tesia, tne internationally known inventor. Subsequent 
investigation determined that Kosanovic had turned over the possession of 
these scientific papers to tne Alien Enemy Custodian in New York City. 
(65-47953-41 & Sericl 3 2 4) 


bava sw. Losanovic was interviewed in either April or May, 1948, for 
the purvosc of ascertaining whetner or not the Serbian National Federation snould 
be required to register under tne Foreign Agents Registration Act. 
‘ > (97-1340-1ru , pe .5) -_ 

Pertinent information concerning this individual has been properly 
forwarded to tne State Department by separate letters. ; 


The main file on Fosanovic Contains only two reports, one of which 
was sent to the Attorney General by letter dated December 13, 1943, (otner ae 
report not pertinent). wnis case is currently in a pending status. J re 


C. J. Myrtle 


cc - Mr. aaa : : tN 
cc - Mr. Fletcher . ne a 1 Fie, ee 
ce - Whitson ae a ain ; 
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Office Viemo"andum * UNITED S; TES GOVERNMENT . 






‘DATE: April 3, 1ese, 





TO * The Director 


rand yy = 
FROM =: He 2 Lada ee 
e -@ a ——_ Leda 
G Cleex 
-~ SUBJECT: cata pr KOSANOVIC : er 
Foenttl, SECURITY — YU ALL INFGENATION CONTAINED ae 
a Bureau File 65-47953 HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED f mee 
a DATE_V/E-22 BY She cco moo 
: AIlPLO on a 
PSS Tele. Room 


Reference is made to my memorandum dates March 29, 1950, Mero. 
relating to thd’ telephone incuiry by the Yugoslev Ambassador Sava 


! N. Kosanovic as to the Fossibility of obteining a cory of a micros ———— 
! film cory of the technical papers of the late Nikoladtesle, world- 
: famous scicntist who died in Rew York in 1923. : : 
Kosanovic clairs to have beer a nepher of Tesla and is : 
known te heave tried to obtein these papers at the time of Tesle's : 


death, However, they were taken over at that time by the Alien 

Property Custodian. If eny copies were rade of these papers, they 

were made by the “ffice of the ‘Alien Prorerty Custodien which tool: 

possession of Tesle'ts papers in 1943 or the Benartment of the Army 

which wes interested in coryince Tesla's notes in 1945. The trmy's ) 
jc nbenest epparently wes developed by a@ young scientist named Pierce 
Fitzreralks whe hed been e Protege of Tesla and one cf “is fey 

ecen*idunte, Piteverald, who knexr thet Tesla had bern endeavoring 


LO porfeat thse vtrelere erensvissien cf elsetrieal current, one of 
a ee oy Lr nN ee ee! 
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had subsequently entered the Army, anc in October, 1645, acreered 
at our "er Yor Cifice, torether rith thrre other menbers cf the 
United States Army, to request our assistence in ott:ining access 


te Tesla's paper> thich rere store? in a werehouse of the .enhettan 


Storage Company. Pitsverald an? his associates were referred, at 
thet time, te the Alien Prope:ty Custodian «hich wes reported to 
have made an investigetion of Tesla's belongings folloving the 


a 


latter's Geath, 


‘lthoush the Cffice of Alien Property or the Dev: rtment 

of the ‘rny night te eble te furnish a ccpy of Tesla's pavers to 
fosanovic, it is not believed th-t the TPI should facilitete his 
seare” for this meteriel, which elthouci possitly of -o present . 
vlue froz a Fetional Defense stendpoirt, covld still conceivably 


be of assistence to the iuroslav Government. 
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RSCO ERDATIONS: 


J. Phot the attached letter explainine thet we heave never 
hed such @ cory 2s he reques’s, be sent to “ir. Kos:novic. 


de 


é- fnet the attuched memo to the Mew York Office, instructing 
them te make further incuiry at the Manhattan Storage Company and 
advising thet firm thet we heve no co:y of Tesla's papers as they 
allegedly clain, be forv::rded. 


ors 
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Office. Memorandum + onrrep stars) Governuent 


. 710 = Director, FBI DATE: April 17, 1950 
nen : SAC, New York / j 
4S 


Le | 
SUBJECT: SAVA N. KOSANOVIC ‘ 
INTERNAL SECUhITY-YU 


seas ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 


HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 
Febulet dated april 3 last. NATE Z. 3-§9 B 


On April 7, 1950 agents of this office interviewed Mr. J.V. POTS, * 
Vice President of the Manhattan Warehouse and Storage Company, 52nd Street a 
& 7th Avenue, New York City, and at that time MR. POTTS advised that the 
rules of his firm required that all persons gaining access to goods stored 
by Manhattan first had to fill out an appropriate form setting forth their 
names, date of visit, and reason for requesting access to the goods. . 


in 3, review of the file pertaining to the Storage of the effects of 
NKMOLAPTSSLA, 20. POTTS revealed that only one such visit had been made by 
Persons outside of the manazement of iianhattan Storage itself. This one 
occassion took place on Januery 26 and 27, 1943, at which time representatives 
of the fslien Propert; Custodian made a thorough review of the entire effects 
of the TESLé estate. 


ss 
my 


The TESLA effects are stored in rooms 5J and 5L of ianhattan Storaze's 
warehouse at 52nd Street & 7th Avenue » New York Qity. MR. HICUREL KIKG y» who 
stated he had been Floor Supervisor for approximavély 10 years on the floor 
in question, stated that he could recall only €e@ one. occasg¢ion in early 1943 
when an exanination was made of the TESLA effects. He stated that at that 
time numerous photographs were taken by the examiners. His descripticn of 
the equipment used would tend to show that a Microfilm reprod..ction was made 
of scme of the papers of the deceased scientist. -30:. KING added that several 
of the group making the examination wore U.S. Navy uniforms, and durin;: the 
two days required to complete the examination ‘the civilian assistants in the 
group were ide::tified to him only as "FEDERAL AUTHORITIES". Accordinz to 1. 
KING, no other instance of microfilming cf the records of the TESLA estate has 
taken place since that tine. 
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It should be noted that the purean was informed of the examination men~ 
tioned above by New York letter. (with attachments) dated October 17, 19455 
entitled “NKNOV2: SUBJECT; SAVA CSANOVICH$ Experiments & Research of KIKOLA 
TESLA (Deceased), Espionaze—ti. 
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letter to Direcor, FBI au ee 
NY 105-1391 


LK. POTTS stated that no inquiry had been received by Manhattan fron 
SAVA N. KOSANOVICH, nor had Manhattan informed him, in any way, that an ex~ 
amination of the TESLA effects had been made by anyone. In fact, added MR. 
POTTS, the only correspondence relating to the TESLA estate has Deen in the 
form of bills for storage. . es | eae - 8 


Mk. POTTS stated that any personal inquires regarding the estate would 
of necessity be directed to him, and to date no such inquiries have been made. 


Interviewing agents explained to i. POTTS that the examination made 
as mentioned above, was nct instigated by the Bureau, nor had the Bureau taken 
part in that examination. _ 


Unless advised to the contrary, this investigation is being placed in 
a closed status, and no further investigative action is centemplated by this 


effice. CIOSED. 
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NY. 1000-81741 . 


GH «1-3-2 Employee 


Duties: General clerical work. 






Residences 
New York City - 


ACTIVITIES OF CONSULATE EMPLOYEES 


Unless other sources are accredited, all informatj 
appcaring in this rcport was reccived from Confidential infornan 
However, it is pointed out that a considerable amount of the information 
reccived from this informant is quite old and was not: sct out in previous 
re,orts due to the unavailability of a Serbo-Croatian translator at the 
time e 
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articles had been used in an exhibition. 
‘S cs they were all packed but stated that 
things after the Yugoslav ship 















was in contact ith 
‘to give him a list of the t 


hings 
ouse for the Consulate. The 
did not know the list inasmuch 
would sive him a list of the 












Oo was reported to be. 


n New York, contacted 
; appointment he had with to go aboard 
> the 













quiries, die 
two nephews in America, 
then asked 








n had 
(phonetic). 
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On October 20, 1947, on advised ct he 
had reecived a phone call from Pittsburgh, requesting t c contact 


LIC 
‘bid 


a visa for a an export~import who desired to g ugoSlavia 
answeé he would contact the Embassy to soe if a passport 
; obtained, 












NY 1100-81741 iy 
Ga... mentioned that ou bo at 


Delegation Home at 7230 that evening. 

ober 11, 190 ED nae an appointement to 
mect (phonetic) at d Avenue the follovring 
Londay aftcr 7:00 p.me | 


On October 14, 1947 GD ««:::: 
and said "we have things to talk over we know how things stand." 


They made an ppointment to sec cach other the next morning at 11:00 
o'clock, 









On October 16, 1947, an unidentif: soc 
about a Hacedonian, Phonetic). cqucstcd — 
that the man be sent over tto see him. 













Ambassa KOSANOVICH. He is to ask KOSANCVICH to prcpare a talk on 
ATESLA, the grcat Yugoslav inventor » Which is to be delivered over 
h rad = i at 2:30 peme stated 
told ni ct 
ntSe He also requested that appear 


geme 
eting of the Congress. (NY coclinca, stating wnat ne hed 
work to do. . 


ber 22, 1947, a 




















too much 















asked about 





On October 23, 1947, an unidentificd man advise 
that he had tw igarians ‘who needod visas to go to Hontrcal via te 
RADUIK. told the man to como ovcr to the Consulate with thom. 


On: October 30, 1947, on (phonetic) coo 
about insuring 140,000 pounds of aircr adio accessorics, 1 a 
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SUBJECT: 
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a me : 
ae, oS Re Buffalo airtel to Bureau, dated 7/13/76, eat 


Att | 
Po yy Enclosed for the Bureau are Six (6) copies of an ‘ 





a) re 


oned "NIKOLA TESLA MONUMENT, NIAGARA FALLS, NEW - 7 
YORK," which is self-explanatory. One copy is, being — Ht 
7) designated for Legat, Ottawa for information, , “Two copies . 
; i) . 4re being furnished to New York, one to Newark for information 
Since they had previous interest in this matter, and one copy 
; to WFO for information because/of U. S. and Yugoslay. > 
dignitaries who attended the ae of the monument. 17 . 
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Nothing adverse came to whe attention of this 
office concerning the dedication 6£ the Nikola Tesla 
" So Monument which was a bicentennial gift from the Yugoslav 
i BSS Government to the United States. Diplomatic representatives 
vl £rom the United States, Yugosiavia and Canada reportedly 
riick attended the affair, No further inquiries being madé at 
+450) Buffalo and it is closing its -case administratively, b| 5 
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FEDERAL BUREAU OF INVESTIGATION 


Buffalo, New York 
pia Aa il August 20, 1976 





I SLA- 
ONUMENT 
NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 
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An article appeared in the "Buffalo Evening News," 
a daily newspaper published in Buffalo, New York, on July 24, 
1976, which in part contained the following information: 


The article was captioned "Dignitaries Unveil 
Statue of ‘Genius’ Tesla." 


The article contained information that NIKOLA 
TESLA was the inventor of the alternating current and the 
first man to successfully transmit electric power. The 
background of TESLA set out in the article revealed that he 
arrived in New York City in 1884 with four cents in his 
pocket and plans for an airplane and a book of poetry. : 
In 1888, he invented a system to make the transmission of 
alternating current practical, at 37 was a millionaire 
but died at the age of 88 in New York City alone and 
penniless. 


The statue, approximately nine feet high, was 
erected on Goat Island, a site which is located on the 
property of the New York State Park and Recreation Department. 


The article revealed that more than a thousand 
people listened to FRANK G. ZARB, Federal Energy Administration, 
representing President FORD, and Dr. IVO MARGAN, President of 
the Socialist Union of Croatia, representing Yugoslavian 
President TITO, as both pulled the cord unveiling the nine 
foot high statue of TESLA. 
[+498 
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NIKOLA TESLA 

MONUMENT 

NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 
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The sculpture Was created by Yugoslavian FRANO 


KRSINIC and was the bicentennial gift of the Yugoslavian 
people to the United States. Both of the above men read 
official greetings from their presidents and exchanged 
pledges to continue good will and friendship between the 
two countries. 


, The article. stated that following the unveiling, 
a reception-luncheon was held for several hundred persons 


at the Parkway-Ramada Inn, Niagara Falls, New York. Mr. 


ZARB toasted the Yugoslavian delegation which was answered 
“by that country's Ambassador to the United States, DIMCE 


BELOVSKI. 


According to the article, there was a bit of 
diplomatic byplay between Mr. ZARB and Ambassador 
BELOVSKI during the ceremonies. In his remarks at the 


Statue unveiling, Mr. ZARB inciuded an appeal to Yugoslavia 
to stop all harassment of Americans visiting that country. 


In responding to Mr. ZARB's toast at the luncheon, 
the Ambassador pave assurance that his country wants American 
l . a4 


visitors and wi welcome them, 


According to the article, some observers thought 
that the Yugoslav release of an American held for the past 
seven months was timed to coincide with the unveiling of the - 


Statue, 


The tribute to TESLA was sponsored by several 


Yugoslavian groups in cooperation with the Niagara Mohawk 


Power Corporation, Westinghouse, and the New York State 
Park and Recreation Commission. 


An article appearing in the "Niagara Falls Gazette," 


a daily newspaper published in Niagara Falls, New York, 
Captioned "Zarb Calls for Energy Independence for Ue SG.” 
the article dealt with the unveiling of the Nikola Tesla 
Monument and stated that accompanying the Yugoslavian 
Ambassador to the ceremonies on July 23,°1976, were Dr. 


PAVLE SAVIC, President of the Academy of Science of Serbia, 
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NIKOLA TESLA 
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NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 
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and VASA VESKOVIC, Yugoslavian Consulate General in New 
York City. 

An article appeared in the “Niagara Gazette" on 
July 24, 1976, captioned "Aide Almost Missed Event." The 
article in part indicated that friendship and cooperation 
between the United States and Yugoslavia was the theme of 
the day as that nation dedicated a statue of NIKOLA TESLA 
on July 23, 1976. 


The friendship was personalized when a Yugoslavian 
tried to cross the border from Canada to the United States 
to attend the dedication without a visa. 


The individual was GOJKO’ SEKULOVSKI, who was in 
Montreal, Quebec, Canada, as the Chairman of the Olympic 
Commission of Yugoslavia. He also happens to be the 
Assistant Secretary of State for Foreign Affairs in that 
country. 


He did not have an American visa and almost 
missed the unveiling of the statue. 


the Niagara Frontier State Park and Recreation Commission 
sent an official car to take the dignitary across the 
border, which saved the day. 


In the "Niagara Falls Gazette" on July 24, 1976, 
there appeared an article concerning the unveiling of the 
Statue which indicated that Dr. BOGDAN MAGLICH was Chairman 
of the Yugoslavian-American Bicentennial Committee and was 
a speaker at the affair. Dr. MAGLICH also serves as 
President of the Fusion Energy Corporation, Princeton, 

New Jersey. Dr. MAGLICH eulogized the inventor TESLA 

and stated "only America could have taken a giant of Tesla's 
stature, embraced him and provided him the means he needed 
to bring his talent ‘to its ‘best use of humanity." 





NIKOLA TESLA 
MONUMENT 


NIAGARA FALLS, NEW YORK 





Established sources, who have furnished reliable 
information in the past and were in a position to observe 
the commemoration of the Tesla Monument, stated that no 
adverse information came to their attention concerning the 
dedication of the statue on July 23, 1976. | 
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qo. 
GOSLAY CONSULATE GENERAL oi ILLINOIS 
INTERNAL SECURITY - YU REGISTERED MAIL 


Attached is the translation which you requested by letter 
dated January 22, 1953. 


The contents thereof, where pertinent, must be reported 
under appropriate captions and afforded whatever investigative 
attention is necessary. 


a Disposition of the foreign language material submitted in 
, this eonnaeea cn is set forth below: : 
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Item No. 1: 4 


This announcement by the 4merican Yuroslav Co-nitteec invites 
all Americans of Yugoslav descent in the Chicage area to attend a com 
memoration affair to be held at Kordovan Hall, 1802 Scuth Racine Aven 
Chicage, Tllinois, on November 16, 1952, at 3 P.¥., in observance of 
the 9th anniversary of the founding of the Yuralav Republic. Representa— 
tives of the FPRY, contimes the announcement, will speai et this affrzr, 
The Tamburica orchestra "Jadran" (Adriatic) will furnish the music and 
the Slovene Singing Society "France Preseren” will appear cn the prcgram, 


The following paragraph in the announcement appears in bold 
face type: 


LP 
"It is/our desire to have the friendship between our new 
homeland and our“homeland - Yugoslavia - deepened and strengthened still 
more, because this will be to the benefit of the peoples of both 
countries. it is our duty as Americans of Yugoslav jescent tc help 

as much as we can in this sense. Our celebraticn c* the Day cf the 
Republic is dedicated precisely to this end." 


GERTRUDE RAJACIC, secretary 
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This mutilated "etter is datelined Chicago, December 105 
1952, and is addressed by consul YOZE MORAVEC to the Slovene Emipra- 


tion Soe*<ty (Slovenske Iseljenisk: ‘'2tica) in Ljubljana, Slovenia, 
and reads in substance as follows: 





MORAVEC advisex that he was on a visit to Cleveland several 
weeks ago and that on this occasion he Spoke to several members cf ? 
the Central Committee for a Slovene Concert Tour~Slcvene Octet). 

Althcugh the preparatory work is going along fine, continues MORAV?C, 
there are certain difficulties stemming from the (Slovene Emd gration) 
Society which directly hamper this wor}: and which can easily bring 
about the failure cf the octet er even bring into question the octet's 
arrival in the US. Most of the difficulties MORAVEC attributes tc a 
lac of understanding on the part of the ahove-named -icvene seciet: 
of the "American situation.” 


"In the first place," says MORAVEC, "it is necessary to 
emphasize that this tcur by the octet IS NOT being organized by 3AN3, 
but rather by the Central Comrittee in Clevelani, which is a completely 
separate body from SAN> and works imiependently. This com-ittee ic 
neutral; it belongs to no pelitic:] evement and an atiternt hes been 


TRANGLSTLD BY: } 
Dime OL TT Cle nab: 4 o>: - 
- rd teed a “ae sett aoe : / 
february 3, 1953 PR See eae ; 
\ 


\ 
\ 


DECLASSIFIED B 
oN_____S+ at 


bI1C 


) ci 4 Se Se SS 


2 


but must ra. er return them an] conseouently che entire proce lure, 

from the local necple's committee right up t- the Ministry cf Inter oY, 
has tc be reneated. In the reports cencerning the Ccnsul2r Service 

we constantly made reference to tnis problem and begged the Vinisiry 
of Interior to verify the accuracy cf documents (at least the crude 
errors wnich anyone can detect); the situation has now improved some-— 
what, but the problem of slowmess still renains in sending dosuments 
so that in urgent cases we are forced tc expedite the matter by tele- 


gram, 













| of 
ee . h. Apropos, the conversation with the mabassador we sent 
the proposal to the Personnel Sebt stry of Interior 
asking for anthorisation to hi as a second female 
clerk at the Ccnsulate (she was n the her parents 


come from Hercegowina;s she is ndw visiting In her present 


position she ea pn for a 5S«day -— = she 
8 





can be authorized a s ary of at least this mech. Before 
(approaching) talked to five other female clerks - 
some because ea ‘More money in their present positions than 
we can give them, some for other: reasons, turned down the offer. 

The present female clerk we shall be able to release only after 
another one is hired and broken $n and after we find another female ery 
clerk to replace the nresent one. We remind you that the Co et 
















had less work in past years and vet h aidition 
still another male cle~- (ferace le during 1951 it 
was} & : 
5. The vroblem of purchasing a house for the Consvlate 
Cc vol uv from before. |e are now paying 3,00 a month for the Ceonsilate 


C1. 2200 fer the residence cf the C-nsul Teneral, a total of ‘foo, 


wich means 37200 a year. -e took an interest in Yarious \opses pea 
which were for sale an2 ascertained that for $50°€0 280,000, Wend, ret 
a building for the Chancery, the residence of the Consul General 

and one or two small rooms in addition. If the offer for purchasing 
a house were to be accepted, we! would forward concrete proposals for 
your consideration. We remind you that the present premises of the 
Consulate are small (we need at least one more room) and consecuently 
this too would be settled by the purchase of a house¢ 


gee TO 


Item No. 12: 1 


e 
A routine memo concerning the personal corresponiente of 


the late MIKOLA“TZSLA and the possibility of purchasine the same from 
unidentified omer (name illegible). There is also a notation to the 
effect that “PALANDACIC has only receipts of the money which he sent 


TESLA as aid.” Tf Af, 


Item No. 13: 


The first page. of item no. 13 is insufficiently legible to 
render intelligible translation. | 
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; ™ es — will acknowledge your letter of June 9th. 


ve 7 


Rees « n kasponse to your inquiry, the papers of 
Dr. Nikol esla were impounded, after his death, by the 
Office of Alien Property of the Pepartaent of wuBtT Ces 


= Sincerely yours, 
f Mt, Kelley 


‘eidbends M. Kelley . 2 i“ - 
Director : 


"T” AttentLont—susan-He-tieweeREC 22 9" 3 | 
uni PC Po, O 
NOTE: Bufile 100-2237 indieates that Dr. aor Sel | 1-F; 
world famous electrical inventor, and at the time of his 
“ death his personal papers and effects were impounded by 
Office of Alien Property - -for national security reasons. 
Since Tesla's death in 1943 the Bureau has received numerous 
e.de.__. inquiries about the disposition oflshis technical papers. 
AD Adm. =8The above reply is forwarded in answer to these inquiries. 
se AO — —- Bufiles conten, no information identifiable with ATi can : 
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reply to: 


1 
‘ 


Director, Federal Bureau of Investigation 
Washington, D.c. 20535 a 


ee as 
Dear Sir, / jes LL7 7 we ! 


AS & member of the IEEE I receive and read a considerable volume 
of Institute material. The current issue of our Engineering Management 
Society Newsletter Carries a rint of an artigle fran another society 
newsletter entitled: Mikeletee Len ne Greatest Taventor of a1] Time?", 
In my opinion (having some knowledge of” electrical engineering History ) 
it is overly lauditory, but worse than that it imp lies suppression of 
his electro-technical work by our government. 


fhe third from last paragraph states; "At his death, in 1943, what 
papers he did have were confiscated by the FBI. These papers remain 
sealed from the general public to this date. Their contents are totally 
unknown, nor has it been revealed whether the U.S. Govermment has made 
use of them." 





Personally, I do not believe this ang I would like to refute the 
statement. Please let me know Whether the Statement is true and if so 
What dispositi has been made of the papers. Tho quotation does not 
Say what type EEE ere confiscated. I am not concerned here with his 
ideological views (I don't know what they were), only with those relat. 
ing to electricity, 
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July 25, 1983 
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20015 R. a pil Nn, He a. 


Dear Mr. Ellenberger: 


Your June 27th letter to the FBI requesting 
information concerning Dr. Nikola Tesla was referred to me 
for reply. 


On January 26 and 27, 1943, Federal authorities made 
a thorough review of the effects of pr. Tesla to determine 
if any ideas of Significant value to the United States war 
effort could be found. His effects were examined at the Man- 
hattan Warehouse and Storage Company at 52nd and 7th Avenue, 
New York, New York, where they apparently were taken after 
his death. Participating in this examination were represent-— 
atives from the New York and Washington Offices of the Alien 
Property Custodian, the Office of Scientific Research and 
Development at the Massachusetts Institute of Technology, the a 
Office of Naval Intelligence, and United States Naval Research, | 


The FBI did not Participate in this examination. Vs] 
mee 


It was the conVii? og ETO: nm of a spokesman of those 
examiners "that there exist among Dr. Tesla's papers and posses- 
sions no scientific notes, descriptions of hitherto unrevealed 
methods or devices, or actual apparatus which could be of 
Significant value to this country or which would constitute ee 
a hazard in unfriendly hands." There was thought to de“tio 

: technical or military reason why further custody of the property . 
————"—""- should be retained, and in February, 1943, the Papers2apparently 
Exec AD Adm. ___ WEre released to Mr. Sava N. Kosanovic, Dr. Tesla's nephew and _. 
SE erates the administrator of his estate. Ur. Kosanovic's addresy at 


once that time was 112 Central Park South, New York, New York. Pade 
Af 
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Off. Cong. C2. ph liig 
Public Affe, —_ 
Rec. Mgnt, ae Poe Pa 
Tech. Servs, ___ ‘ : 4. geist . . “Wy pd 
Training j , iY i 5 yo 
. ri 4 
Telephone Rm. ___ ¢ F 4 ‘ “"F B1/003 
Director's Sec’y MAIL ROOM (yj y 
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Our files do not reveal any pertinent information 
on the Tesla materials since the 1940s, and their current 
whereabouts or condition is unknown. 


Sincerely, 
oe 


ai 


Roger S. Young 
Assistant Director in Charge 
Office of Congressional 

lh (p and Public Affairs 


NOTE: Reply discussed vith ED sora, RMD, who has 
handled similar requests for information in our files concerning 
Dr. Tesla. In numerous previous responses, we have said that 
the Office of Alien Property of the Department of Justice 
impounded Dr. Tesla's papers after his death. However, the 
Office of Foreign Litigation, Civil Division, indicated that 

Dr. Tesla's papers are not in their possession and may, in 

fact, have been turned over to Tesla's nephew and the adminis- 
trator of his estate, Sava N. Kosanovic, in February, 1943. 
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54 CURRENT BIOGRAPHY ds 
: « 
SMITH, IDA B, WISE—Continued : of Big Business, politicians who coddle Fascism g 
References at ve il og oe nocracy’ under high-sound. = 
Chee ° ° ing terms o mMericanis, ete t as t 
Christian. Evangelist p423-4 Ap 16 42 surprising that the sandy-haired foune fe | 
Lit Digest 121 :33 Je 13°36 por rT ithe West has occasionally found him- 1 
NY Fistes IV p2 Ag 31°41 pee self in hot water. Objections have at times r 
ewsweek 16:40 Ag 19 "40 r been made to the FCC on the character of ‘ 
Time 29:55 Mr 1 37 por; 59:51 Mr 2. the broadcaster's utterances.” But Tinney has 
"42 por: 39:12 Je iS "42° apparently pe the wri against him, | 
Who's Who jn America 1942-43 ree Currently continues his bi-weekly i 


; ; The outspoken homespun ilosopher, who 

7 STAUSS, EMIL GEORG“Von {thtous has become a kind of Witt ogers columnist 
‘fén) Oct. 1877—Dee.(?),' 1942 man Of the air, was born February 2, 1908 on 
State councilor and a Vice-President of the a ranch in Pontotoc County, Oklahoma, His . 
Reichstag; former director of the Deutsche family, however, Originally came from Texas, 


Bank in charge of its oil interests. ragre his grandfather, a rugged individualist, 
Obituary had strange Leapac for Re ee My 

3 : grandfather was a ‘exas ican,” Ti 
N Y Times pl7 D 12 "42 Says sadly, “and they shot him. Seennney 


é 
SYKES, CHARLES H(ENRY) Noy. 12, in a bar room. Ever since then my 
” 1882—Dec. 19, 1942 Nationally known as the been a Tat.” So has the son and, judging 
newspaper cartoonist, “Bill” Sykes; drew by his broadcasts, a fervent New Deal-support- 
famous war cartoons for the First and ing one. é 
World Wars; editorial Grtoonist of the _ After attending the Oklahoma public schools 
Evening Public Ledger of Philadelphia from Tinney enrolled at the Murray State School 
+ its founding in 1914 until its Suspension in of Agriculture in Tishomingo, Oklahoma. 


January 1942 here, however, his education lasted only two 
Obst ; weeks. “I never did stay there long enough 
Mery to find out whether it was a high school or 


N ¥ Times pt4 D 20 42 ~ college,” he says. Young Tinney apparently 


decided he could get a better Schooling 6 


y TESLA, NIKOLA (tes‘la) July 9, 1856— traveling and Seeing the world at first hand. 
“* Jan. 7, 1943 One of the. world's greatest F he tramped around 
electrical inventors and designers; American . 
citizen of Greek origin; worked with Edison; foreign ports. He “as 2 Newspaperman of 
credited with many “epic making” inventions $ , found jobs in Shanghai and 
since he came to the nited States in 1884; Paris. His work in the Pre-War French 
_ in his old age claimed to have invented a F 7 1, Ng 
v"death beam” powerful enough to destroy printed newspapers. { was easy,” Tinney 


3 ‘ . explains, “All you had to do was change 
10,000 airplanes at a distance of sone ee and words dike lift to elevator, and caretaker te 


Janitor, 


ely. After getting his education by travel, Cal 
MMary? ; Tinney settled down in Oklahoma to edit a 
N Y Times p19 Ja 8°43 por country paper, and began to advertise it over 


vr, 

y ciation KVOO ey Tolsa. That was in 1932. 
~~, 1S humorous, drawling voice soon became 
on pURNEY, CAL(VIN L.) Feb. 2, 1908- more popular than his fazette. So he gave 

10 commentator . up his job as an editor, but since 1934 he has 
Address: b. c/o Mutual Broadcasting System, written a weekly feature, “Man of the Week," 
1440 Broadway, New York City for the McNaught Syndicate. He is the 

Since August 194] Cal Tinney’s slow Texas ° author, also, of a book called Js [1 True What 
drawl and homespun humor, with intimate, They Say about Landon? @ Non-Partison 
folksy interpolations, have been heard over Portrait (1936). When Tinney turned to 
the Mutual network in Stsing up the News radio for a living, his Voice _was heard, suc- 
each Monday and Wednesda evening from cessively, on the Morch of Time (1932), the 
8:00 to B15 p.m. Tinney’s colloquialisms, Voice of America (1933), and the Maswell 
which the folks “back home” chuckle over— House Show Boat Program (1934). From 
his ,ust-between-you-and-me, ain't’ it the 1937 to 1939 he was on the Vanity Fair fea- 
truth?” “it shore is” method—has captured ture, and from 1939 to 1940 on Youth us. Age. 
many a listener bored with the formal, polished, That year he Originated, but did _not appear 
or cut and dried comments of other news- on, Stop fe If You Heard This One. 
casters, Tinney is married to Mary Maxine Noble. 

But there has been more to Tinney than The couple have two sons, David N. and 
his mannerisms, Speaking usually as a repre- Scott. . 
sentative of what the “common man” thinks It was in 1940 that Tinney hit on the idea 
about affairs at home and abroad, he has taken of a folksy newscast and tried it out in Tulsa, 
more than one direct and shrewd shot, Okla arm listeners chuckled, appre- 
left of center, at stuffed shirt policy, the’ doings ciated a commentator who spoke their own 
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nism; they wanted quick action by the 
democrats. And he had the coursge to 
tell this to Tito. Although he was for- 


mediate help. Her husband was arrested 
and ill. Kosanovich tried to reassure 
her. He telephoned Lt. General Ranko- 
vich, OZNA’s chief trigger-man. ‘The 
Communist hangmao answered coldly 
that nothing would happen to the for- 
eign minister. Precautions were merely 
being taken to defend him from soy 
attempt of the “Western reactionaries” 
upon his life. 

We had just been reading Dante 
there in the hotel room—the part where 
Count Ugolino bungrily devours the 
brain of Archbishop Ruggieri, describ- 
ing the merciless end of all traitors. The 
blood and turmoil of ancient fratriddal 
war rose before us: it seemed very near 
to our own Yugoslav tragedy. 

Only a little later Kosinovich entered 
the new People’s Front against the will 
of the Independent Democratic Pasty, 
of which he was Secretary-General. His 
pany issued a clandestine communiqué 

escribing his defection. Soon-after that 
the chairman of the party, Dr Loch: 
ovich, was terribly beaten for three 
hours by « Communist youth mob. He 
was lying in a hospital the same night 
that Kosanovich was flying to the Loa- 
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next lesue of PLAIN Tax. 


FOR PALESTINE 


A comprehensive and authoritative discussion of the Hoover 
Plan (pages 32-33) and of the Lowdermilk Plan (Palestine— 
Land of Promise), offering an engineering rather than a pelitical 
solution for the crisis in the Near East, will be presented in the 


"10 PLAIN TALK 


leadership of the party with whom he 
had worked closely for twenty years: 
The C 3 
“betrayal.” And the price was paid. 
From London, Kosanovich went to the 
Paris Peace Conference, and from there 
to Washington—to attack American 
democracy, which be had formerly 
CANNOT BELIEVE Kosanovich is 
happy man, though he has attained 
his ambition. Those who once © 
fascism and are now serving commu: 
nism have lost all faith in themselves 
and in mankind. There are no more 
miserable people than the intelligentsia 
who know better—but who have been 
afraid to resist in the last battle for 
man’s liberty. 

Kosanovich once asked for synthesis 
between political and economic democ- 
racy for the good of the people, and be 
is now defending the complete subjugs- 
tion—economic, political and moral— 
of Yugoslavia to the Communists. Ko- 
sanovich once wanted Yugoslavia to be 
free of the influence of any big power. 
and be is now ambassador of a puppet 
state in Stalin's empire. 
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T ite . Character 
' - INTERNAL SECURITY - C 
/ *“Sy030DNA REC Conus EXPRESSIO¥) REGISTRATION ACT 


‘SYNOPSIS: SLOBODYA REC (Free Uxpreesion): ‘Serbian communist-line tri-weekly 
: newspaper printed at 1916 Hast Bt, Pittsburgh, Pa., steadfastly 
adheres to the generally recognizes ‘Communist line and operates, 
aman & serve in the U. &., as the organ for the dissemination of 
infdymasion on Serbian affairs in Yugoslavia. As the leading Slav 
conn et organ it contained, during the period from 12/6/44 to 
o/45, favorable publicity for's commuist front organiz Fae 
rthe Swo, KAmericen Slav ee aaigilowtae Committee and the\United 
ami ttee Of South Slavic Americans. It supported the TITO and 
FMI governments unequivocally and denounced opposition believed 
6 exist against thes overnments, Due to the leaving of the former 
Editor-In-Chief, MIRKOMARXOVICH. to confer with TITO and his repre—- 
sentatives in Belgrade, wogoslaria, ¢ the editorship has been unde r- 
| taken by Reverend NIKOLAND Greece Zhe Managing Editor is _CHARLSS © 
- AVUICH 1 and Business Yanager is }. ISWAR, all-associatec ie the 


“Communist movement in Weetern ae ania, 
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Pek. field Division 
61-118 © 


te 


es lack of complete coordination with the Asnmaniee Perey movement in , 
e United States may best be indicated by his individual editorial policy in Pa 


oe REC, Unlike other foreign language communist organs, as will be shown? 
n Section III of this report, SLOBODNA REC did not pursiie a predominate loyalty’ 


to the American Communist Party, but rather concentrated its efforts on foreign 


mews, policy and information... 
The administration of SLOSODNA REC during the period covered by this report may Y) 
_be seen to pursue a more cautious line or policy regarding the printing of . 
sources of news items and other information in the newspaper. Many items appear C) 
ity mst have been derigzgd 


in’ the translations of this newspaper which of necess 
One such source may be pointed out in that during ut, KE 


CH had installed in his home a Hamerlin model short— : b 


froma foreign source. 
with logging for radio 


eadyy_part of 1945 YARKOTI 
wave radio receiver with a special short-wave antenna and 


Belgrade. 
Translations of SLOBODNA REC as contained in this report were made at the Pitts- 
Serbo-Croatian translator, an 


WHEE 3: -"0:- translator. 
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' ORGANIZATIONAL STRUCTURE 
eee rea ee 
A - OFFICERS 
a, 
In the “Statement Of The Ownership, Management, Circulation, Stc., Required By ~ it 
The Acts Of Congress Of August 24, 1912, and March 3, 1933," regarding newspapers b1 Cs 
furnished the Fittsburgh Office 


ut ls as a means of transmission, 
by orenman, Fittsburgh Fost Office, the following are given as 
officers o ODNA R5=C: | 


‘o~ 
ain TOVICH 





Publisher 
Editor CHARLES \WUI CK 

Managing Zditor Fone os 
Business Manager iss ‘SHUSHNAR - ; 
Owner JOHM ERSTOVICH 


This statement was filed at the Pittsburgh Post Office by MANE SHUSHNAR on Octo- 


ber 2, 1945. 
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a 





Feh, Ficld Division 


61-118 
"2, It is true that this year's calendars were printed too late, 
but we have inspite of this sold = sufficient number of calendars 
and some of the sollers have not sent in their moncy. In addition 


to the excellent success in advertisements for the calendar and te- 


sides the fact thet the calendar was excellent, the work of the sale 
of the calendars is not satisfactory. Our activists should have paid Ofs 


more attention to this then than before sclling the calendars. 


¢ 


"3 Soon we shall have received several hundred copies of the new 
book 'Guns For Tito.! We ought to do our best to sell these books 
as soon as possible, The book was compiled by an American Major who 
orgenizced a shipment of weapons to TITO's Army and met TITO person- 
ally several times. The price of the book is $2.75. 


: \ 
"4. We mast finish the sale of the book of NIKOLAXTESLA, We should 
varticularly interest the American engineers anc un nists in it. 


"5 Soon a book of MIRKO MARKOVICH will bo off the press: ‘That We | 


May Understand Each Other.' Therefore it will be necessary to organ- 
4zc the selec of the samc, The book contains 350 pages and the price 


of the same is $2.50. 


"Tho working committce decided thnt bv the end of the month of March 
or in April, FMIRKO MARKOVICH should start for the racific Coast, to 
Californin, to work in the strengthening of our moverient and news— 
paver and in building up of clubs and the apparatus. This will be 
discussed in detail at the meeting of the Supreme 3oard in Cleveland," "4, 
August 14, 1945 "Reorganization Of Leadership Of Serbian Pro- 
gressive Movement In City Of Akron Carricd Out." iS 
This article, which is quoted below, indicates ye 
the then policy of SLO3ODNa REC in its leader- t- 
ship in the Serbian Frogressive Movement in the 
United States. 


"Akron, Sugust 10 -— Last week, on Thursday evening, there was here 
held n special meeting of the Serbien political progressive clubd, 
which was attcnded by the editor-in-chicf of SLOSODNA REC, MIRED , 
MARKOVICH, and the manager of the paper, MANS SHUSHHAR, wee 
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STANDAND FORM 0, 64 § & 


~ 
Office Meter wt lAUIn ¢* UNITED GOVERNMENT 
qn TO : Director, PBI DATE: November 7, 19,7 
Alk 
“if FROM : SAC, Pittsburgh 
‘SUBJECT: ‘“eroscous REC : Bas 
INTERNAL SECURITY - C #7° ee 
REGISTRATION ACT i= 
[-i! 
The following article which appeared in the November 1, 1947, 4esue of the 
above captioned Communi st line newspaper published at 1916 East Street, 
Pittsburgh, Pa., is furnished for your information: 
Address of Ambas sad cF-KOSANOVICH at Banquet of 2nd Serbian | 
Congress, Uctober 26 in Pittsburgh, Pa. “as. 
ALL INTORSSTION CCOTTAIRED . 
NEaw IS UCLaSSIFi=ED 7 . 
Brothers and Sisters: ee 2 RANT SYSPIAGCun— ae 
+ AWYPCO 1 
ZI come among you to extend you the greetings of the Peoples and the 
government of the Federated People's Republic of Yugoslavia, headed 
by Marshal Tito and to thank you for the considerable aid which you : 
have given your brothers in the old homeland. Ra 


in exile and of all those who wanted to convince public Opinion of 
America and its official ofroles of the impossibility of restoring 
Yugoslavia. I recal] your valuable help of that time. 1 remember 

@ dear friend in the person of the late Rey. KRAJNOVICH and his con- 
stent struggle, as well as of go many others of that period, 


countr, where I did my best to defend the truth and contribute to the 
best of my ability to the thwarting of spreating untruthe on the O 
s 


You Americans of Serbian descent were hit the hardest, You were 
exposed to the greatest trials and the heaviest attaoks. You had 
to exercise the greatest self-denial and perspective correctly to 
see the course of events because every effort was made to confuse . 
yous The idea was that when Serbian Americans follow the wran . 
path, when chauvinism and national hatred got Possession 
when hatred toward the Croats and Slovenes and toward Yugoslav unity 
is aroused in them, then it will be easy for the same attitudes to 


e oo | oe 


THs 


° 
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chauviniem full sway and thus contributing to the weakening of the ras 
war effort in American and rendering impossible the struggle for the 
salvation and restoration of Yugoslavia and the Balkans, . 
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In a letter of thanks for an honor which wag shown me in February, 
1d, by a great number of you who are now assembled at this Serbian 
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Director, FBI November 7, 19:7 
SLOBQDNA REC - 
IS - C; REGISTRATION ACT 


Congress when I was elected én honorary president of the Vidovdan 
Congress I said: 


“In an extraordinary difficult period of mankind you have with 
sacrifice and self-denial done your duty also toward your people from 
whom you sprang and toward America of which you are good citizens, and 
toward mankind. Since my arrival in America in 1911, in an official 
capacity, I found among you the best understanding and best cooperation 
for an ever greater unification of national forces in the struggle 
against all manifestations of fascism. Together we tried to be as 
serbs - bearers of Serbo-Cr oato-S1 oveno-Macedonian harmony and unity 
at a time when the enemy banked his entire hope on disharmony and 
hatred. Working thus we have contributed to the correct understanding 
of the national-liberation struggle beset with so many obstacles and 
bedevilled with so much Gossip. Time and events have borne out the 
truth thereof," 


And when taking leave of Serbs in America in a letter of July 2h, 
19Q),, among other things I wrote: 


name at a time when it was being most degraded by the ignorant. 


great successes in the country, but there still are great trials. 
Enemies will particularly seek to confuse the Serbs and destroy them 
with false defense of Serbian interests. I ask all my good friends 
to make every effort to promote harmony and unitye I ask all those 
who were being deceived in returning to Serbian tradition and enter 
the great circle of national harmony . .. I ask friends who have had 
the opportunity and bravery of seeing the right path fram the very 
outset, that they forgive thos who haven't seen it because they were 


right path. Responsible culprits who misused their positions and 
misused the credulity of the ignorant wil] answer to the people for 
their misdeeds. The more you will promote harmony, the better it 
will be for Serbddom, for Yugoslavia, and for America - toward which 
you have the greatest obligation.” 


<= 


Director, FBI November 7, 19:7 


SLOBODNA REC 
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That was the path to which you were called until his last days by 
our great countrymen NIKOBAAESLA. 
N 


And you, by your moderation, have contributed to the interest of the 
democratic struggle of the world. You have contributed to the unifi- 
cation of all national forces in America in the organization of the 

war effort. And at the same time, as Americans of Serbian descent 

together with other Yugoslav Americans, you have shown your American 0 
fellow-citizens that your brothers in the old homeland are with S 
united efforts residing fascism and struggling for freedom and the 
restoration of their independent state, Yugoslavia. 


You and your predecessors made valuable aontributions to the develop- 
ment of the New World. You with your brother Slovenes and Croatians 
have sweated, shed blood, worn your bones, expended brains, and what- 
not for the progress of this country. Long is the chain of miners, 
farmers, scientists, and soldiers who gave their best for the general 


* 


Dnieper, turning the wheels of industry wherever there is electricity? 
In every spark of electricity, shines his name. America is the 
Greatest beneficiary of TESLA's genius. He asked for no riches. 


voice for your brethren in the Balkans struggling not only for their 
life but also for a better and more secure existenoe of mankind, your 
voice thus had significance and importance. You were able to be the 


And so, brothers and sisters, when during the war you have raised your r 
authorized spokesmen of the struggle which was going on over there. | 
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The 37th janiveceas boande oP ‘the gel stance 
a ' Known OPA athizers (present 


in. charge. of poe 


sf present, — oe 
Tote weet ines ye : arrangements for ‘nee 4 5 oa speaker: RRS, MARY <2 . ee 


MENJAC of Chicago, I11., officer of the Supreme 

Committee of Croatian Fraternal Union, Work of 

NAROINI GLASNIK in connection with present War effort 

end particularly in support of marene nary met forth | 8 


by vereee Breaker ee: _— 
7 ee So gee SNRORNATION CONTAINED 
; eo 0 RO TN TS ee pYen AS 
2. , i . fh 4 BO 
| TREFERENCEs Letter from Pittebureh ¢ to Ati vente dated 1/16/45, - 


Report of Special Agent ‘HAREY MOREI 80H dated * 
4/28/41 at se meress Pas , a 






- 


wk | of February 16,1945, he was in attendance at the —-: 
e f 37th Anniverse Celebration ef’ NAROINI GLASNIK (The |; 

y ald}, .@ Oroatian Language newspaper, 
OQ 9” (which celebration was held in Harmony Hall located 
at 939 South Sixth Street, assets 1 Misoonetse 


5 ~ Bureau Ree 
4 - Pitteburgh : 
1 - Chicago (info) aaa 

— Milwaukee ey ri 
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ef NARODNI GLASWIK held in Milwaukee, ‘is, 2/18 fa. He 
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-’ The next speaker introduced by Chairman JULOTICH was a MR, 
cunt sp KALACHT whe spoke on the need of funds for phe. cen erauet e BSPpOrt 
of the paper HABOINI GLASHIE, . 


ON, “ee, aN .2ft , 
stakes Pag ang +. ¥ Pe re 
: ig Sas coe g ; As 







ote 


| a “VFoliowing this, was a span ty ‘Mr, 
4 1 Borateca the HASOINI GLABHIE: fer its. lomganihes wore : 3 
om” Ae the coneluetcn: ‘of. ‘chiens vericie | ‘speeches, ‘quBVICH siting - 
as ‘Chad rman, again discussed the need of funds fer NAROINI GLASNIK and | 
- requested a collection from the } audience, = prote then’ that the amount a 





| Sollected was $586,10, fi ge Be 2 ge. me eee! ao 
docording’ to the celevratton: closed at Soupetiaae is 9315 ° 
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& the course ef the afternoon he was contacted te. 

known CPA member, -who gave him a pamphlet entitled "The 

e United Committee of South-Slavic Americans" dated November, 

made reference to an article in this pamphlet which was written. 

O, formerly President of the AMERI O48 SLAY 8 end Presi-. ©... 
WWITED COMMITTEE OF SOUTH-SLATIC “AMERICANS, then attempted 

a book entitled "The Prodigal Geniue", whick w 6 life story 

of NIKO ESLA written by JOHN JO 'SEIL, He also showe calendar ) bZ. 
with a picture of Marshal TITO and the inscription "Death ascisn, Free— 

dom for the People", -He explained bo these calendars were being printed by C 
a that the iad geeicceiy made b7pb 


in Canade end ze was t 
or annouacing the propo sed oo end 
J-i on the Croatian Radio Hour : 






















was also present a the 37th daniversary Cel atien and con +t - 
ormation set forth by Confidential Informant a 


hot being present at 


Semen the 


The following | individuals were listed 
this meeting? 
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Office Memorandum - UNITED STATES GOVERNMENT , 
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TO : Director, FBI DATE: 5/8/45 Lf 
x H Fro. SAC, Pittsburgh Va 


SUBJECT: 





; INTERNAL SECURITY ~ R 
/ 
Pittsburgh, ©. S., 


= would-be radio repair man, a this office that 
9 q ag) . 


on April 29 the home of captioned 

subject, a “Hammerlund EC, Receiver 
#1L20X", rave at since this type receiving 

set is of a is generally used by amateur radio 

eyperts or professionals and since the radio set itself was 

in such condition as to in@icete thet it had been vurchased under 
a very high pricrity, he inouired of the 


subject how he happened 
to be in possession of such a radia set. according 
co was vague at to wherehe go . oN that it 
elonged. 


had at one time to NIKOLK TOSLA'S sen and was rurchased 
before the war in New York City. Tae dic not mke any 
notation of the serial number cf thie ratio Du acvieced that under 


Fretext he can review the operation of this set in the apartment 
of the eudbject and at that time get the serial number. 
i MERE RIP Beevers su 
fursuan* to request by the subject, the set wee installed and a 
bort weve meric] wes put up. After the set had been tuned br 


ke was reauested cate the racic station at 
elfraue, Yugcelavia. Gini: him that he wished tp. 
get direct reports from DeleYrAane in order that .tt.cy-might be 


bic < Tresruch as investigation may eubsequent? caevelop e censership 
violation cn the part of the newepaver, MLOBCDNA PEC, Serbian 
Communiet line tri-weekly newspaper, printed at Pittsburgh, and. 
















































wn order that the Bureau might be immediately advised cn the | 
Ceveloprents iz thie case, the above informetion has been set Of 
forth. S 






Translations cf SLOBODNA R= the Pittsburgh Field Cffice : ; 
meade currently by Slavenic Translator, are at i 
thie tire and cont : wed for any releaser which appee? 


to ezerate from a foreign rather than from any SpRD ABS Ae 157 Ard 
i : 


by the Office of War Informntion or like agenéteeRD. 


=: . 


during this week sirde “he din> deh been 
Ce «= artiPies heve anneared 


Tt shoulé be neted that 
















inetal the home of 
C which adyeé rc Mave emanat ga from foreign 
ors p.. — ® 
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» to | n ery had with the’ new Yugoslav v dbase ats Ne 
C ay 





’ ed faa Sepyeoimae ao 
-Senato He is presently ee ai 
Paris attending the ‘Peace Conference. ‘BERETA 
_ Hiscéllaneous activities and contacts. of EXCEPT 


Ce 


a VET 


Fe es As: 


sit Yor Tay, 23, 
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WFO 100-11980 GF 


ntity’’j eee Pe, 


Fconiterred Wi mbassador 
VOVIU and told him that LOUIS ADA! ad contacted her in order to find 
out definitely when KOSANOVIC was coming to New York City. It appears that 


ADA.IC planned to be in New York himself on the following Thursday and 
expressed a desire to have KOSANOVIC be there on Thursday night. KOSANOVIC 6 i 
told her he was leaving for Paris the following Sunday morning at 11:00 Ali. 

He was told that ADAiIC would like to have dinner with him on Thursday night 5 
and on Friday morning for him to meet “this fellow that he has been talking 
about.” KOSANOVIC said he knew it was something about publicity. KOSANOVIC 
stated he was not very happy abcut having to go to Paris. He said he hadn't 
“finished ending” and that it was very complicated. He indicated that 
Cae: accompany him to Paris. They expressed amusement over the 

otan's 


“account of KOSANOVIC's press conference the previous day. (24 


ait 

ro 

77 confidential Informant ae 
Burea Parned or . 











The article in the. “Svening Star" which was referred to above 
appeared July 23, 1946, and was entitled “New Envoy Disclaims Any Yugoslav 
Plans for Coup at Trieste." This article was written by NEWBOLD NOYES, JR. 
The article quotes the Ambassador as saying that Yugoslavia would not be 
“provoked into compromising the peace.” The article stated that the 
Ambassador had indicated his country would boycott Trieste if they Cid not 


get it. The article stated that KOSANOVIC is a nephew of NICOLAMTESLA , the 
Yugoslav-American inventor. 














earned on July 23, 196, that conferred 
with relative to the 
ewspaper coverage OI tne Ambassador's pre erence previous day. 


ttle on the first page of the “New York Herald 
said there was quite a bit in the “New York Times” 
at he expected more in the "#vening Star" than had 
n the “Washington Post" because he had "one of thejr good people, 
who was very favorably impressed and said he would say so "(oi 


ER: 22-2 on July 30, 19h6, 2 . 
Senator TAYLOR's office and advised that the Ambass ike to have Q) [c 





lunch with Senator TAYLOR at the Senate dining room on Thursday at 1:00 P.ii. 











along with some other members of the Senate. KW 

Informant learned on the following day that UP =<- 
arrangements for Ambasgador KOSA:‘OVIC to have lunchrith CYP. sk and 
probably Senator .IAGNUSON in the Senate dining room. 


Informant also learned on July 31, ae that Senator PEPPER 
nad accepted the invitation to have lunch with the Ambassador at 1:00 P.ii Ze 
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rived at the Embassy 41 
lived in 


(was born at’ 


Bye maze. Iwas born at 
tele 
and 
According to 


advised that he had heard: 
“8 a devil, but still 


a 


Sava vos anovi0> 
| bass ador 1X wy ~) 


KOSANOVIC came as Yugoslav Ambassador in approximately July of 


| 1946, presenting his credentials to the President on July 18, 1946. 


KOSANOVIC is generally considered not a Communist but an opportunist. 
He is a.member of the Independent Democratic Party and previously 
served as a Minister under the Royal Government, He was born at 
Plaski, Croatia, 29, 18%, Was a nephew of the famous oe 
NIKOLGCPESLA. vere \ 
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INTERNAL SECURITY - C 


Information contained in bulletin entitled 
"News Flashes from Czechoslovakia under Nazi 
Domination" issued by Czechoslovak National 
Council of America, with reference to Ameri- > 
me can Slav Congress, set forth herein. Includes 


information concerning the permanent committee 
i set-up and a partial list of delegates to the a) SS 
p Y American Slav. Corzress. “Also get forth is a 


a@Tstory of the Al? Slav Congress which was bZ 


| tionsreceive t 
wea eo 
ogee MBB SASSI Sth Saar comers TD a 
| oe: - p - ALL INFORMATION CONTAINED 
Ae HEREIN IS UNCLASSIFIED 














Reference} — | 
Meo "4 “J Report of Secial Agent CHARLES M. SOLOMON, 
£ Ce Me tee ~ dated May 12, 1942, at Tetroit, Michigan. : 
~ fo" . 


é ; a : 
Details; eo At Hammond, Indiana 


Zrom Confidential Informagt.@MMM hos been obtained 
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n Do Not Write in These Spaces 
L004 42672 — Fy out 


& 
INDEXED - 


















- 7 what Le 


& copy of a bulletin entitled "iiws Flashes from Czechoslovakia~ 
under Nazi Domination", published by the Czechoslovak National 
Council of America, 4049 West Twenty-sixth Street, Chicago, Il1l4~ 
nois, release no, 132, dated May ll, 1942; 


This bulletin contains news concerning the American Slay 
Congress held at Detroit, Michigiun, April 25 and 26, 1949. The 
article contains the permanent committee set-up of the Congress 
and @ list of men of eminence andng the delegates to the Congress. 


This article ig being quoted below: 
"AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS FoR GREATER WAR EFFORT 


The coordination activities of all groups of Slavic 
extraction in America for an Intensified war effort 


Permanent Committee Set Up 


A permanent committee was elected with LE XERZYCKT, 
Vice-president of the Amalramated Clothing Workers 
for President; Prof. J. J..NMMRHAL, of the Czechoslovak 
National Council, Vice-president; STEP aN » URz, 
of the Slovak Evangelical Union, Secretary; VINKONIUK, 
of the Croatin Fraternal Union, Treasurer: and BLAIR F, 
‘eur, member of the Zducational’ Committce of the 
Olish National Alliance, Chairman of the Board of 
Directors. ; | 
| 


presidents to the Board of Directors. Vice-presidents 
for the respective nationality groups Clected were: 
EDMUNINPOINC, Polish: wW. J MUZIK, Czech; V. S.NPLATEK, 

 VASIBS “WERLINICH, 
Serbian; JOENSUTKOVICH, Croatian: VINCENP*TAINKAR, Slo- 
vene; PETESSRATICA, Carpatho-Russian; GEORGEXFIRINSKY, 
pecedonien; HARRY RUSZSEKOFF, Russian; MICHAELNIKATCE, 
Ukrainian, | 
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The various nationality éroups also elected members “ 
to the nationality committees of the Board of 
Directors. The National Committee of the congress 

held its first plenary session in Pittsburgh, May 10, 

to plan stevs to translate the decisions of the con- 


gress into action. 


+ 


Anti~Hitler Measurcs Adopted: 


Main decisions embodied in the resolutions of the 
congress were; . 

1. To make a direct appeal to American Slavs con- 
prising more than half the workers in the war essential 
industries of the nation to intensify their production 
efforts to outproduce Hitler and the Axis. 

2. To intensify vigilance egainst fifth-columnists 
operating within the various Slavic groups in this 
country aiming to sow division and disunity in the war 
effort. 

3. To chart a plan to recruit 50,000 american Slav 
volunteers for a house-to-house campaign among American 
Slav families for raising the amount of war bond subd-~ 
Scriptions to 10 per cent of income. 

4. To take all measures to strengthen the bonds of 
solidarity among American Slav groups and between them 
and the Slav peoples of Europe for a concerted cffort 
against ZITLER. 

5. To increase supnort of all war relief egencies, 
particularly the Russian, Yugoslavian, Polish, Czecho- 
slovakian, British, Greek and Chinese. 5 

6. To take steps to counteract the appeesers. 

7- To set up a permanent organization to coordinate 
and assist in carrying out the decisions adopted by the 


Congress. 


Response Exceeds Anticinations 


The response to the first american Slav Congress ever 


held in America exceeded all anticipations. It re- 
vealed the devth of anti-Axig feeling thet has seized 
hold of the americans of Slav descent who came expressing 
desires to do their utmost to the end that the power of 
Hitlerism, arch-foe of the Slav peoples as of freedon- 
loving neoples everywhere shall de decisively smashed. 
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steel mills, machine shoys—-the men on whom the nation 
1s counting for much of its war essential goods pro- 
duction and wholesome-looking women whose faces showed 
hardening lines of determination bencath war sniles, 


The delegates were mostly brawny men from coal mines, -. AG, 


Men of Enitence Among Delegates 


Among the delegatos were men and women of distinction 
- in many ficlds of ectivity--scholers, writers and 

clergyzen, among: then Rey. VINCE \SORKOVIOZ, who re— 2 iS . 
oresented the YAry)Rev. Bishop § TS, WOZNICKI + -- x 

at the Congress and delivered the opening invocation; 
Metropolitar$@ishop Benjamin, of the Russian Orthodox 

Church; Most Rev. JORMSFAINOVICH of Johnstown, Pennsy- : 
lvania, and Rev SEAWLOWSZI, of Buffalo, New York. 


Among others present were JOSEPINWATTRAS, director of 
fhe Polish Wational Allience of Pittsburgh; CHESTER 4. 
NMAZDROJ, President of the Polish Central Citizens' Con- 
‘mittee of Detroit: Judge 3. YGQRONKOWSKI of Hantranch; 
Captain WUSHIMAN, Polish War Veterans, Chicago; Dr. W. 
T.SOSOWSEI; chairnan Michigan all Slav Committee, Detroit; 
Mrs. M.PNESTEROWICZ, deer of Polish journalists, Buffalo, 
New York: ZLATKONSALOKOWICH, frmed Croatian violinist; 
FRANE“@RIGORSKI, assistant district attorney of Milwaukce 
and nreeident of the Pulaski Council there; VINCENTYLEIN, 
Secretary Chrysler Local No. 17 of UAW-CIO; Michigan Stete 
Senator, STANLEY"NOWAK: Frof. J. J. <OMEsL, President of 
the Czechoslovak Nationa”. Council; JOSEPATMRTINEK Exe- 
cutive Secretary of the Czechoslovak National Council, 
Chicago; KAREMMRRCEAL, President of the d4nerican 8ok0l 
Union; ADOLPRKCER, Presigent of the Czech american 
National alliance; VINCE°TV¥YRDSKY, Secretary of the Czech 
american Netional Alliance: Rev. JAN STHBRaDAC, Honorary 
President of the Slovae:: Ntional Alliance; Rev. ARNOST 
7PBIZK& of the Federation of Ancrican Czechosloveks in 
texas; NICOLa WESLA, Scrdian anerican inventor; ETBIN 
“KRISTAN, prominent Slovenian writer; Dr. D. Ky XATICH, 
firet vice-president Michigen «1l-Slav Consittee; SAMUEL 
ASRLINICH, President of the Serbian National Federation, 
“Pittsburgh; Judge ANTHOC™LUCAS, Pittsburgh; Ohio State -- 
Sena tornROYD-BOICH; Judge GEORGE SONTENESY, Cleveland; 
\ 


ey eee 


cre 0 S| 


; 
RAYMONDMERAVNIK, Slovenska Narodna Podporna Jcanota; 
Rov. kh. PesSiiKO, Clevclend; WI7HUZIK, President of 
the Czechoslovak Socicty of America; and Mrs. MARIE 

KRM of the Nat'] alliance of Czech Catholics. 


From the serious and restrained mood of the delegates 
it was visible they had cone for the one purpose of 
mgrceing on a common linc of action to be taken to 
guarantce a specdy end of HITLER and the. Axis. There 
was a notable absence of the usual convention hilarity 


and abandon. 


4n Intcrnational Event 


It was a wartine meting dominated by a wartime grin- 
ness. That the deliberations of the congress would 

have international repercussions wes evidenced in the 
morc than thousend tclegrane from all parts of the world 
thet reached tne congress furing the sessions. 


One of the wires greeting it was fron a Czech group 

in Teheran, Porsia: there were nany from Slevic groups 
in Chile, argentina, Canada, and throughout Anerica. 
Soviet writers and scientists and menbers of the Yugl- 
slav government in Kuibyshev wired the congress messages 
of greetings end good wishes. . 


The Congress was not only an event significant in the 
history of america's 15 million Slav-descended citizens 
but freught with neaning for the destiny of the more 

then 200 nillions of Slav peoples across the seas en- 
gaced in a life-and-death struggle against Nazi enslavers. 


Yor the first tine the peoples of the diverse Slavic 
groups in America were resshing a common understanding 
On & world-wide issue--a matter that gave delegates a 
feeling of considerable satisfaction. 


Far beyond the brilliantly delivered keynote speeches 

end the iron note of resolve sounded in the resolutions—-— 
all of which raised the essembly to wild cheers of on- 
thusiasu—-was the vibrant sense of unity which, given 
expression by the congress carried to the Slav peoples 
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throughout the world its ressage of redoubled efforts 
to crush HITLER and guarr:tee a democratic victory 
for the world. 


Koynote~-Production for Victory 


Production and secrifice were the keynote notifs of the 
mein address of the congress delivered by. LEO KRZYCKI. 
Reminding listeners that American Slavs occupy ea key 
position in Anerica's war industrial pattern, he called 
for greeter efforts this vear to turn the scales of 
victory in favor of the denocraciecs. 


How to safeguard Ancrican war production and ancrican 
morale took up the following sessions which were ad- 
dressed by Prof. J. J. ZMRHAL, President of the Czecho- 
Slovak National Council of éAncrica, on fifth-colunn 
activities and measures to be taken against thn; FRANK 
MMISBSY, chairmen of the Michigan Defense Savings Pro- 
grac on‘national rorale; ELIS@LIVER, of the Labor Division 
of the War Production Boerd and GEORGKADDES, Secretary- 
Treasurer,of the Auto Workers Union on problens facing 
labor in the war industrics. These subjects were treated 
in further detail in special panel discussions later. 


10,000 Hear Hon. Paul V. Mellutt 


Two thousend plates were served at the banquet tendered 
the delegates and guests by the Michigan Committee of the 
American Slav Congress in the Masonic Temple on April 25. 


But the climex of the congress was a victory rally in 

the Michigan State Feir Coliseun where 10,000 persons 
assenbled to hear the Hon. PaUL Y. McNUTT, Federal Security 
Adninistrator and U. S. Government representative to the 
Congress who greeted the delegates and drew thunderclaps 

of epplause by his appeal for "more tanks for TIMOSHENKO!" , 
"In this first Slev Congress you have shown the world the 
Giracle of americen unity," he declared. 

A Dessese from Fresident RIOSEVELT wos reccived wishing 

the Congress success in its work." 
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INDEX TO INFORMANTS 


The following is the Index to Informants mentioned in 
the report of Special agent CLARENCE E. CLAY, dated November 18, | 
1942, at Indianepolis, Indiana, in tke matter entitled, 
"AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS (411-Slev Congress) INTERNAL SECURITY - 
C", Indianapolis file 100-4006: a 
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OSHERWISE, ~ Br eet | Soe ek 

_ Synopsis AMERICAN SLAV CONGRESS has no formal organiza- aes 

Pa eee a) roa Pittsburgh area: activities are aE DN) fe 

f\ ried on ty Baath sifgarnam, smpeah sn ae COED oe | 
aor officers of ndthonal orgenisat{on of ae el Ns. gett: 

yY « ERICAN SLAV CONGRESS, and leaders of various | et bore be 
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